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Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, 
Honorary Consultants to Army Medical 
Library 


he sixth annual meeting of the Association of Honary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library was held on Friday, 21 October 1949, in Washington, D. 
C. Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, President of the Association, called the meeting 
to order at 9:15 a.m. 


FRIDAY MORNING SESSION AT THE ARMY MEDICAL Liprary, 21 OcToBER 1949 


Dr. CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE: The sixth annual meeting of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library will come to order. It is a 
pleasure to welcome you here. I know that your presence means a very great 
deal to the staff of the Army Medical Library and to all those who have the 
interests of this great institution at heart. It is very thrilling to me personally 
to realize the devotion there is from the leaders of American medicine in all 
parts of this great country on behalf of this national medical library. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we have the great pleasure this morning of welcoming 
Major General Raymond W. Bliss, the Surgeon General of the United States 
Army, who will extend greeting to us in this historic hall. I take pleasure in 
presenting to you our distinguished leader, General Bliss. 

GENERAL Bu tss: Doctor Leake, Honorary Consultants, and Guests: During 
the past two years the Army Medical Library, which is one of the important 
activities of the Army Medical Department, has been the subject of much dis- 
cussion in the Defense Establishment. It has been the subject of a number of 
studies, it has been considered by several committees and subcommittees, and 
many reports and papers have been written about it. I welcome this oppor- 
tunity to talk to you who are not only tried and proven friends of this great 
Library but are able and eminent representatives of the medical and library 
professions. I wish to set forth my ideas about the Army Medical Library, 
stating my position and giving the reasons therefor. Please accept my assurance 
that I have tried to consider this subject without prejudice or bias, concerned 
only with the best interests of the Medical Services of the Armed Forces and of 
American medicine. 

Based on my long service in the Army and knowledge of the Army Medical 
Library and its history, on the many studies that have been made with the 
equally many reports, and on participation in numerous discussions concerning 
the Library, it is my considered opinion that: 
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1. The operation of the Library by a medical agency of the Government has 
been an important factor in its phenomenal growth and development, and that 
it will attain the maximum development and usefulness to American medicine 
only if it continues to be closely associated with and under the control of a 
medical agency of the Government. 

2. Certain responsibilities of the Army Medical Library (and also of the 
Government) in the provision of library and bibliographic service in the field 
of medicine must be clearly recognized and defined if this maximum develop- 
ment and usefulness to American medicine is to be attained. 

3. The three agencies most vitally concerned with the preparation and pub- 
lication of indexes to medical and dental literature, namely, the American 
Medical Association, the American Dental Association, and the Army Medical 
Library, must coordinate the preparation of these indexes if they are to serve 
adequately the requirements of medical and dental science and practice in this 
country. 

4. A new building must be obtained for this Library and all agencies, or- 
ganizations, and persons concerned should unite to obtain its construction now. 

5. The Army Medical Library has been of great value to the Medical De- 
partment of the Army and is now of great value to the Medical Services of 
the Armed Forces. 

6. After a four-year period of study, planning, and reorganization, this 
Library is now in a position to keep up with, if not lead other libraries and 
documentation centers in the search for, and application of, new methods and 
techniques of bibliographic control of scientific literature. 

7. Any change in the stewardship of the Library at the present time will 
retard its further development and be contrary to the best interests of American 
medicine. 

8. The Library can be properly operated as a Civil Function of the Army, 
thus deducting the cost of its operation from the military budget. 

The Army Medical Library was started 113 years ago by a Surgeon General 
of the United States Army and has been operated by the Medical Department 
of the Army ever since. To Surgeon John Shaw Billings belongs the credit for 
recognizing the need for a national medical library, the need for both a retro- 
spective and a current index to the medical literature of the world, for visualiz- 
ing the facilities and publications which would satisfy these needs, and to him 
also belongs credit for their creation. To the Medical Department of the Army 
belongs credit for supporting Billings in his efforts, and for sustaining the Library 
after his retirement. Although it may be said that most of the credit for the de- 
velopment of the Library belongs to Billings, Fletcher, Garrison, and other indi- 
viduals, an important factor in this development was undoubtedly the opera- 
tion of the Library under an organization of medical men who recognized the 
importance and significance of the Library and its program, and who gave 
sympathetic support to those in actual charge of the Library. 
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The importance of a library to the science and practice of medicine and the 
importance of close association with the medical profession in the development 
of a medical library have long been recognized. With your permission I should 
like to quote Dr. Harvey Cushing on these points. 


As the calorimeter tells the activity of the patient’s metabolism, so may you determine 
the plus or minus activity of the local profession in any district by the condition of its library. 
And no less well may one gauge the quality of a medical school, of a hospital, of a laboratory, 
of the individual doctor himself, by the same standard.! 


In describing the period during which the medical libraries of Boston were the 
responsibility of the Boston Athenaeum Library and the Boston Public Li- 
brary, Dr. Cushing stated: 


One thing at least was demonstrated by this move—that a general library makes a neglect- 
ful stepmother to a strictly professional foundling; and a period of nearly fifty years of inani- 
tion ensued.” 


What Dr. Cushing has said of medical libraries in general is especially true 
of this Library. Its importance to the progress and development of American 
medicine,—yes—even of world medicine if you please, has long been recognized 
by the great in our profession, by Osler, by Welch, by Cushing, and others. 
One of these, Dr. Welch, has said that this Library and its Index-Catalogue 
were America’s most valuable contribution to medicine. I am sorry to say that 
its essential value has not been recognized by many in whom non-recognition 
has meant the loss of urgently needed support within our government or- 
ganization. 

The possibility of uniting the Army Medical Library collection with the col- 
lections of the Library of Congress has been discussed many, many times in 
past years. On each occasion opposition to such a move has developed through- 
out the medical profession of this country. Nor has the present Librarian of 
Congress or either of his two predecessors advocated such a move. An example 
of what might have happened had this great medical collection been trans- 
ferred to the Library of Congress is perhaps to be found in the development of 
its law library. This library was established in 1832 and an Act of Congress 
required the collection to be maintained as a separate unit. Although it is now 
said to be the largest law library in the United States it has not, however, 
developed bibliographic and reference services comparable to those developed 
by the Army Medical Library, nor does it serve the law profession as does the 
Army Medical Library serve the medical and dental professions. This is not 
said in criticism of the Library of Congress or of its development. It is, how- 


1 Cushing, Harvey. The value of books to the medical profession. Medical jour. and rec. 
124: 712-713, Dec. 1, 1926. 

2 Cushing, Harvey. The doctor and his books. An address at the opening of the Allen 
Memorial Building of the Cleveland Medical Library Assn. 1926. p. 6-7. 
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ever, evidence that a special library is likely to develop most effectively when 
associated with and controlled by the professional group that it serves. I sub- 
mit that as a library is divorced from the professional group most intimately 
concerned with its work, its horizons shrink and its operating philosophy be- 
comes unrealistic. I submit further that in the field of the sciences (and I in- 
clude medicine in this field), where the frontiers of man’s knowledge are con- 
stantly shifting, a library gains or loses in vitality and effectiveness in direct 
relation to its proximity to the leaders of that field. 

No claim is made that the development of the Army Medical Library has 
been a model of perfection. Subsequent to the retirement of Dr. Billings few 
of its librarians or directors have approached the genius that was his. Indeed, 
in the field of medicine, relatively few men in this country have approached 
or surpassed the genius of Billings. Furthermore, he had the advantage of 27 
years of continuous service in the Library, a period of time which permitted 
him not only to conceive the development and growth of a greater library, 
but which permitted him to transform ideas into realities. 

The growth and development of the Library have been affected by the 
availability and caliber of the various men who have headed it, and by the 
length of time they were permitted by law to head it; it has been affected by 
the changes in the economic condition of the Government, and it has been 
affected by lack of definition of its responsibilities. And here it is worthy of note 
that in many fields the character and extent of the responsibilities of our Gov- 
ernment to its people have been and are ever shifting and changing. This chang- 
ing relationship with the accompanying periods of uncertainty which sometimes 
amounts to confusion is and will continue to be a characteristic of democratic 
government. I will point out later what is being done to define this relationship 
in the case of the Army Medical Library. 

It is perhaps, more to the point to speak of what has been done to improve 
the Army Medical Library than to speculate on causes of any failures in its de- 
velopment. You are all aware that Colonel Jones, when Director of the Library, 
recognized many shortcomings in its organization, operation, and services, and 
that in 1943 he arranged for a survey by a committee of experts in library 
science and practice. You are also familiar with the report of that committee 
and with its recommendations. I am sure that Colonel Jones, Colonel Gardner, 
and Colonel McNinch have kept you informed of the progress of the Library 
implementing those recommendations, and I will not discuss them in detail. I 
do want to point out to you some of the reasons why progress has not been as 
rapid as might have been expected in 1944: First, for a number of reasons, the 
recommendation that the Library be headed by a military Director and a lay 
Librarian did not work out well. It seemed to be the only possible solution at 
the time because of the supposed necessity to rotate military Directors. We 
have since arranged that the tour of duty of the Director be permanent, have 
sought for a promising candidate for that position, found one, and have pro- 
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vided him with 18 months of special training for the job. He is the first and only 
Director ever so trained. The great test is still before him, when he will have to 
prove his ability. I cannot, of course, claim that he is the only man who could 
head this institution. I can and do say that at the moment he is the best trained 
man in the United States for this particular position. Re-study of the problem 
of administration of the Library and selection and training of the new Director 
have taken time, but time which has in my opinion been well spent from the 
long-range point of view. 

Other recommendations of the Committee have been studied carefully and, 
with some modifications, have been or soon will be carried out. One of the most 
important of these was that the Library establish an editorial committee for the 
Index-Catalogue, and that an attempt be made to coordinate the bibliographic 
services of the Jndex-Catalogue, the Current List of Medical Literature, and the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. As you know, a committee of consultants 
has been constituted with authority to study the publications of the Library 
and to coordinate its activities with the American Medical Association. We 
have provided a research project at Johns Hopkins University as a working tool 
for this committee. You will hear more of the work of this committee later today. 
One of its important objectives is to assist in defining the responsibility of 
government in the provision of bibliographic services to the medical and dental 
professions. This will be of immense value to those charged with administering 
the Library. 

The value of the Army Medical Library to the Medical Services of the Armed 
Forces is perhaps intangible but nonetheless real. Through its microfilm and 
photostat service, 42 percent of which go to military personnel, its facilities are 
now available to Medical Department officers of the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force, wherever they may be stationed throughout the world. During the war 
and in this post-war period the need for this service is greater than ever before 
in our history, with American troops and their dependents holding far-flung 
outposts al] over the globe. 

This institution has brought increased prestige to the Medical Department of 
the Army in the past and can bring prestige to the Medical Services of all of the 
Armed Forces in the future. In this crucial period when it is so difficult to attract 
competent professional personnel into the Armed Forces it is imperative to offer 
prospective officers concrete evidence that they can come into the Armed 
Forces and develop their careers to the limit of their ability. The development 
and operation of both the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology and the Army 
Medical Library present concrete evidence that this is so. If the Armed Forces 
should lose the results of the great professional achievements of its medical and 
dental personnel, there would be far less incentive to produce such achieve- 
ments in the future and, likewise, less incentive for truly competent and promis- 
ing men to enter our Medical Services. 

The Library is of great potential value to the Armed Forces in another re- 
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spect. Military intelligence has become a vital part of the armament of every 
nation. Medical intelligence is as important as any other type. The Army Medi- 
cal Library, through its acquisition of foreign medical journals, books, reports 
and other documents, and through its indexing services, constitutes a vital link 
in the chain of medical intelligence. bi 

With respect to financing the Army Medical Library, the proposal has been 
made several times in the past few years that it be operated as a Civil Function 
of the Department of the Army, which means that its operation would not be 
charged against the military appropriation. The feasibility of this type of opera- 
tion has been concurred in by the Army Comptroller and by other budget 
officers of the Department of Defense. I see no reason why, under this plan, the 
Armed Forces cannot retain an activity which reflects well-deserved glory on 
the medical service which developed it and, at the same time, render a great 
service to American medicine, and thus to the American people. 

Where do we stand now? Insofar as a new building is concerned, we stand 
almost where we did in 1918—31 years ago—when the need for such a building 
first became acute. In my office hangs a beautiful painting, a painting that was 
made in 1918, a painting which portrays the architect’s dream of what that new 
building would look like. As I look at this painting day after day I am constantly 
reminded of these lines from The Rime of the Ancient Mariner: 


“Day after day, day after day 
We stuck, nor breath, nor motion, 
As idle as a painted ship 

Upon a painted ocean.” 

The need that was acute in 1918 is no less acute today. It is in fact a dire need 
today. No other word describes this need adequately. This is the largest and 
most valuable collection of medical literature, not only of this time and in this 
country, but of all time and in all the world. Part of its priceless collection is 
scattered among several buildings here in Washington; another part is housed 
in borrowed space in Cleveland. The building which houses the main part of the 
collection—yes, the building in which you are now assembled,—is the only 
public building in Washington with outdoor plumbing. Both it and the other 
buildings in use by the Library are fire hazards. Our generation has witnessed 
the destruction of many of the great libraries of Europe by the ruthless machines 
of war. Although that is bad enough, it would be nothing short of criminal 
negligence to lose this collection or any part of it by fire, as was the Chilean 
medical library lost recently. 

I am glad to report that some slight progress has been made in the struggle 
for a new building. The General Services Administration, which was until re- 
cently the Federal Works Agency, has been formally requested by the Secre- 
tary of Defense to budget for and construct a new building. This is encouraging! 
But it is only a beginning! This action will result in a new building only when it 
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is carried through and approved by the Bureau of the Budget and by the Con- 
gress. We in the Armed Forces who use perhaps 30 percent of the services of this 
Library have done about as much as we can. It remains for you, who are the 
representatives of those who use the other 70 percent of its services, to take 
whatever action is necessary to carry this work forward. 

It will be necessary to present properly to the responsible officials of your 
Government the great worth of this institution, the great contributions that it 
has made, and will continue to make, to medical science, and finally, the great 
and desperate need for a new building. It is my firm belief that a new building 
will become a reality only when these things are recognized and appreciated. 
Its cost would be insignificant in comparison to money now spent on some of 
the minor accessories of some of the engines of modern warfare. 

Persistent action during the past two years to carry out the recommendations 
of the Survey Committee, with the objective of rehabilitating and modernizing 
the Army Medical Library, to the end that the medical] personnel of the Armed 
Forces of the Government and of the civilian population will receive the best 
possible service, has focused attention on the Library and has again raised the 
question of the propriety of its operation by the Medical Department of the 
Army. For the reasons I have just given you, the best course of action in the 
interest of American medicine and the Medical Services of the Armed Forces at 
the present time, is, in my opinion: 

a. We must provide this Library with a new building NOW. Its cost to the 
taxpayer will be the same regardless of what Federal agency may operate it. 

b. We should make no change in its management for a period of at least five 
years. It will soon have a new head—a man we were fortunate in finding, and a 
man who, in addition to his professional qualifications as a physician, has now 
received 18 months of special training. It has other new personnel recently 
recruited and considered to be most competent. After four years of study a new 
classification for its books has finally been created and is ready for adoption. 
We have recognized the need for re-evaluation of the Library’s program of 
bibliographic service and have taken steps to re-evaluate it. We are ready to 
initiate a new program closely coordinated with other concerned organizations 
within and without the Government to the end that American medicine should 
reap great benefits. Thus, the Library is in the middle of a period of rehabilita- 
tion and is at a crucial stage. Any change in its stewardship at the present time 
would inevitably retard that rehabilitation for a number of years. 

I know that the members of this Association are primarily interested in the 
Army Medical Library from the standpoint of the service it can render both to 
your Government and to the people of this country. Please accept my warm 
thanks for your interest and for the support you have given this institution in 
the past. I am sure that the Army Medical Library can count on you for similar 
support in the future. 
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Dr. LEAKE: We are very grateful to you, General Bliss, for this courageous 
and brilliant analysis of the present status of the Army Medical Library. I say 
“courageous” because this address, which has been so logically devised, broaches 
bravely, I think, the basic problems that face this great institution. Its bril- 
liance, of course, is clear to us all. These matters have been studied most care- 
fully by your Executive Committee. I might say that many of us, in fact, have 
lost a lot of sleep on it. There will be an opportunity for discussion of the general 
aspects of this important matter, which has been brought before us by General 
Bliss, in an informal way during luncheon and perhaps also in connection with 
the reports of some of the committees. Your Executive Committee has prepared 
certain resolutions, which have been devised in accordance with the thoughts 
that have been expressed by General Bliss, and if favorable to you, these resolu- 
tions then may assist in part in promoting the general program as outlined by 
General Bliss. 

I think it would be most appropriate at this time to extend a welcome on be- 
half of the Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library 
to the new director, Major Rogers. I will therefore ask Major Rogers if he will 
rise and come up and join this group and as he comes up I hope that he will be 
greeted by Colonel McNinch. (Applause.) (Major Rogers came up to front of the 
room.) That will, I think, warmly indicate the ave atque vale which is appropriate 
to this occasion. We salute Colonel McNinch for the splendid leadership which 
he has given this institution, carrying along in a fine way the traditions and 
ideals that were established here so long ago by the director, John Shaw Billings. 
What an imposing group of directors this library has had! I call to your atten- 
tion photographs of the directors that are in the exhibit cases in the hall and 
ask you to contemplate in the many years the extraordinary effort and work 
that have gone into the development and work of the service functions of this 
library. Now we have the opportunity, under the Directorship of Major Rogers, 
for a professional attitude with regard to librarianship associated with a keen 
appreciation of the needs and problems of the medical profession, not only for 
the Armed Forces and not only for this country, but for all the world. This, I 
think, promises to give the Army Medical Library increased prestige and leader- 
ship in the service that it can render. 

There has been distributed to you the minutes of the Fifth Annual Meeting 
of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, as published in the 
BULLETIN OF THE MEpicaL Lisprary ASSOCIATION in April 1949. You have had 
an opportunity to read and study these minutes. If there is no objection, and if 
there are no changes, or corrections, these minutes will stand approved as read. 

With much regret I report to the Association the death of three of our most 
able and prominent members: Dr. Abell, Dr. Trent, and Mr. Walker. I will ask 
Colonel McNinch if he will read the resolutions that have been prepared in 
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respect to these former members of the Association. Will you stand, please, 
while he is reading them? 
(While all present stood, Colonel McNinch read the resolutions, as requested.) 


RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATHS OF HONORARY 
CONSULTANTS 


The Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library 
mourns the passing of three members during 1948-49. The Secretary offers the 
following resolutions on these deaths: 


Irvin Abell, M.D. 


The Association of Honorary Consultants wishes to express its deep apprecia- 
tion of the work of Dr. Irvin Abell of Louisville, Kentucky, who died on August 
28, 1949 at the age of seventy-three. Dr. Abell was one of the original members 
of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, and gave to that 
institution graciously and with a minimum waste of energy. A past President of 
the American Medical Association, honorary fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, Chairman of the Committee on Medical Preparedness in World War 
II, Irvin Abell remained always quiet, sincere, kind, and efficient. The Associa- 
tion of Honorary Consultants has lost a valuable colleague. 


Josiah C. Trent, M.D. 


The Association of Honorary Consultants records with sorrow the death of 
Dr. Josiah C. Trent, who passed away on December 10, 1948, soon after the last 
meeting of this Association. A graduate of Duke University and the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical School, Dr. Trent interned at the Ford Hospital and 
then spent six years as a surgical resident at Duke Hospital and a year at the 
University of Michigan. At his death he was Assistant Professor of Surgery at 
Duke University. 

Well prepared as a surgeon, Dr. Trent was equally well prepared as a historian 
and a lover of books. Chairman of the Duke University Medical Library Com- 
mittee, active member of the Charaka Club and the Grolier Society, one of the 
editors of the Journal of the History of Medicine, Dr. Trent still found time to 
publish fifty papers in less than eight years. All this multi-faceted activity was 
in keeping with his belief that ‘physicians should assume that leadership in 
cultural pursuits which is their heritage.”” The Association of Honorary Consult- 
ants will replace Dr. Trent only with difficulty. 


Frank R. Walker 


The Association of Honorary Consultants regrets the death of Frank R. 
Walker, Architect, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Honorary Consultant to the Army 
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Medical Library from 1944 to 1948, who died on July 9, 1949. Mr. Walker was 
educated at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the Ecdéle des 
Beaux Arts in Paris, although he spent most of his professional life in New York 
and Cleveland. Among the buildings designed by Mr. Walker were the Charity 
Hospital of Cleveland and the Allen Memorial Library of Western Reserve 
University Medical School, the present home of the History of Medicine Di- 
vision of the Army Medical Library. 


Dr. LEAKE: You have heard the reading of these resolutions for those mem- 
bers of the Association who died during the past year. These notes will be spread 
on the minutes of the Association to become part of its record. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, you are now in for a surprise. We will have the report 
of the Treasurer of the Association, Colonel Jones, and I hope you will like the 
report as much as I did when I first saw it. Colonel Jones. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
Period ending 30 September 1949 


CoLONEL HAROLD W. Jones: At the last annual meeting, the Association 
voted to separate the office of Secretary from that of Treasurer; consequently 
the office of Secretary-Treasurer was discontinued. As your Treasurer, I carried 
on my duties until December first last, in the quarters allotted at the Library of 
Congress. At the close of the fiscal year, February 1, 1949, having changed my 
residence to Florida, I removed all the Treasurer’s records to my home in 
Orlando. My associate, Mr. Perfett, remained in Washington to assist in trans- 
ferring the Secretary’s records and to do other work until January 31, 1949. An 
audit of our funds at that time showed no cause for rejoicing. The Association 
had then a balance in bank of $1,471.33 with no regular funds coming in, for the 
Rockefeller Foundation had not even honored our request for the fourth quarter 
balance due, since they ruled we still had sufficient money to carry on. With 
prospective expenditures during the coming year of some $700 for the support of 
the Army Medical Library News and for current needs, with a debt obligated to 
be paid, on account of advertising the Incunabula Catalog, of some $400, it 
seemed as if there might be an empty treasury at this annual turnout. This 
picture has been changed, however, in that we now have in the treasury more 
than $4,300, more than $3,000 of this being unobligated, with no debts out- 
standing. This is enough to keep the Association going for perhaps another two 
years. This seeming miracle was accomplished in several ways: first, we cut 
expenses to the bone; next, through Chauncey Leake, we received a number of 
gifts, and I was able to convince the Rockefeller Foundation that they should 
pay our obligation to Henry Schumann. Finally, the American Pharmaceutical 
Convention took its membership seriously after a personal call in New York 
and paid in for a period of two years dues of $200 a year, with an agreement to 
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continue this. The Ciba Company agreed to give us aid for two years with $250 
a year, also in response to a personal call on their Vice-President. You, as mem- 
bers, have responded well and generously. Dr. Fulton has induced many persons 
and institutions to give us funds for the support of our infant, the Incunabula 
Catalog. As I have remarked, we are much indebted to our President, Chauncey 
Leake, whose untiring efforts have brought in so much help. 

I am happy to give you, in military parlance, an analysis of the situation, in 
connection with the formal report of moneys received and expended, so that 
you may be prepared to deal with the question of our finances from the period 
now ended. 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 


1948-1949 
I Receipts 
30 September 1948—Balance in bank. en ee ene ye ee $3 , 308 .42 
22 October 1948—Contribution............ Tee 25.00 


3,333.42 
Disbursements....... athe cero Ee er a er 1,862.09 
Balance in bank 31 January 1949 (end of fiscal year). . . 1,471.33 
3,333.42 
Period of 1 February to 30 September 1949 
II Receipts 
Cash in bank ee Tae eee eae ae oie . $1,471. 
Rockefeller Foundation . oe Keer Aaa 487. 
Miscellaneous gifts ae 1,746. 
Subscriptions to Incunabula Catalog 1,245. 
Dues 2 years auxiliary member (American Pharmaceutical Convention). . 400. 


Total receipts........ ere $5, 350. 

Total Expenditures..... 0s sa0o ee 

On deposit in bank....... Ferotele . €,392. 

$5,350. 

III Total assets... vines BA Sr he ere $4,312. 
In trust for Henry Schumann eadipens ts ; 1,245. 
Net worth of the Association. . . adstwaeinen 3,067. 
$4,312. 


Source of gifts 
In support of the Association sayaa cube va aisle orerstaetane $1,265. 
In support of the Incunabula Catalog........ : om 481. 


$1,746. 


Previously paid acct. cat........ me Sas 394, 
Balance to credit Association. . 86.5 


$481. 


Number of donors—52 
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What can be expected in the distant future? Can we get help from associa- 
tions, foundations, commercial firms, individuals? My contact with associa- 
tions has not been extensive, but so far support has been lacking. Foundations 
have indicated no desire to help, although one in New York agreed to talk 
things over with me next year. Big business has been generous but they will 
become tired of constant knocking at the door. Our own members have been 
openhanded but the burden has come upon many who can’t afford to give but 
feel they should. I believe the best thing for us to do is to ask each member to 
contribute $10 in lieu of annual dues. This would provide an income of $1,000 
a year. “To him that hath it shall be given,” and I believe that if we take this 
step we shall find that others will still contribute as in the past and will feel 
in so doing that they are merely sharing the task of keeping this worthy or- 
ganization in wholesome condition. 

Dr. LEAKE: Ladies and Gentlemen, I think that you all appreciate that 
it is rather pleasant to find ourselves in a much better financial situation than 
was anticipated last year. For this, the officers and the Executive Committee 
of the Association thank the members. We want all of you to know that we 
appreciate all that you have done in assisting to make possible a sound financial 
position for the Association. A motion is in order that the report of the Treasurer 
be accepted. 

Dr. Tomas S. CULLEN: I move that the report of the Treasurer be accepted 
as read, with a vote of thanks. (The motion was seconded.) 

Dr. LEAKE: I would like to comment on the excellent way in which the 
Treasurer has handled the fiscal offices of the Association during the past year, 
and in commenting upon this, let me urge all members of the Association to 
feel at liberty to approach such corporations, such companies, and such in- 
stitutions, as they think might contribute to the activities of the Association. 
I am confident that the various drug houses will contribute if enough people 
ask them; I have found that to be the case. They realize the value of this 
Library, and you will be surprised to know how many of them use this Library 
almost exclusively for the preparation of their advertising material or for their 
research efforts. They know what it means. I think also the various scientific 
associations, the various medical associations, and dental associations could 
be induced to help support the work of the Association. Is there any discussion 
of the motion? If not, will all in favor say “‘Aye’’? 

Cuorus: Aye. 

Dr. LEAKE: Those opposed? (Pause.) The motion is carried and the thanks 
of the Association are extended to you, as Treasurer, for your admirable work. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


There now will be heard the reports of the committees. I will briefly report 
on the activities of the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee held 
a meeting last night, which was attended by most of the members. Dr. Davison, 
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Vice-President of the Association, was at the meeting; he had to leave today 
in order to return to Duke University for the installation of a new president 
there. He sends his respects to the members of the Association and assures the 
members of the Association of his earnest endeavor to do everything he can 
to promote the activity of our effort. 

The Executive Committee considered primarily the definition of the func- 
tion of the Army Medical Library, and it considered very exhaustively the 
matter of the building program. You recall last year at the Fifth Annual Meet- 
ing those objectives were outlined for the Association. These will stand and 
there have been various steps taken to promote the objectives. However, there 
are more significant practical affairs to be considered now. 

Your Executive Committee, after very exhaustive study of the functions of 
the Army Medical Library, has come to the conclusion that in order for the 
Army Medical Library to continue its activities in the traditional field in 
which it has developed and in a way that may be of most service to the medical 
activities of the Armed Forces and to the medical profession of this country 
and abroad and to the ancillary health professions, it will be necessary to main- 
tain the service function of the Library, that is, it is essentially a service in- 
stitution, not merely a collection of books. There are certain implications of 
this sort of a conclusion. The implication is clear that if the service activities 
of the Library are to be preserved and developed, control of the Library must 
be maintained by a medical agency. You have heard the exhaustive analysis, 
the extensive and comprehensive analysis, of this matter by General Bliss. The 
sentiments that have been expressed by General Bliss are in accord with the 
deliberations of your Executive Committee. There are certain specific aspects 
of this which will be developed as recommendations from your Executive Com- 
mittee in connection with the reports of other committees. 

We will turn then to the reports of the other committees, and I am asking, 
first, General Reynolds if he will report for the Building Committee. 

REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Major GENERAL CHARLES R. REYNOLDS: Mr. President and Members of 
the Association, I feel somewhat embarrassed here today because I have done 
so little as a member of the committee. It happens that I live at considerable 
distance from this city and have no touch with it except by correspondence 
and by reading the literature that has come to me. Yet I have had a real in- 
terest in the Army Medical Library. When I went to Washington in 1935, I 
had two main objects in my mind: one was the Army Medical Library and the 
other was to do something for the medical service. 

[General Reynolds gave a brief resume of the background of the building 
situation, mentioning the following: 


1. The War Department came very near getting both authorization and appropriation for 
the new building in 1938, but the item was stricken from the appropriation bill the day 


- 
~ 
~ 
P 
os 
] 
- 





HONORARY CONSULTANTS TO ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Congress adjourned, notwithstanding the fact that the President had indicated his 
approval. 

. It has been recommended by some that the new building be located at the Army Medi- 
cal Center but there has been considerable opposition to that location. One disadvantage 
of that location is that it would not be a convenient location for civilians visiting Wash- 
ington who would wish to use the library. 

. General Reynolds suggested a site across Seventh Street, just south of the Mellon Art 
Gallery; and it was his hope that the library might be constructed there as a monu- 
ment to medicine. 

. General Bliss’s address today was something new to him in some respects but he ap- 
proves every bit of it, so far as the type of the institution is concerned and so far as its 
administration is concerned. 

5. He stressed the point that we do not want to lose the Library out of the military estab- 
lishment for reasons which have been expressed by General Bliss and in various other 
places. 


General Reynolds mentioned his friendship with Honorable Louis Johnson, 
stating that he felt Mr. Johnson was a great friend of the Medical Depart- 
ment; that he was enthusiastic about Mr. Johnson because of his friendship 
with him and because of his dynamic energy; so when Mr. Johnson was ap- 
pointed Secretary of Defense, he decided to write him a letter. General Rey- 
nolds read his letter to Mr. Johnson dated 24 September 1949, which included 


the following: 


a. Reference to the events of 1938 in connection with the proposed new building for the 
library; the authorization by the President for the Bureau of the Budget to include 
funds for it in the bill for the Army appropriation that year; and the striking out of that 
item by Congress the day it adjourned. 

. That General Reynolds believes the authorization of 1938 is still active in principle. 
[General Reynolds mentioned this statement might be subject to criticism.] 

. That under unification of the military department, he believes the approval of the vari- 
ous services can be readily obtained, as the proposal was enthusiastically supported 
by the Army, Navy, and Health Service in 1938. 

. The Library is of great importance to the military establishment and modern medicine 
—it is the largest medical library in the world—a treasure-house of medical literature 
from all over the world. 

2. The Library has outgrown its present building—many of its great books, including its 
incunabula, have had to be transferred to Cleveland. 

If there is anything sacred to the Medical Department of the Army, it is its stewardship 
of the Library. 

. If the name is to be changed, he suggested the name, ‘‘National Defense Medical Li- 
brary”, and he believes retention of the military designation is justified by the place 
the Library holds in military preparedness and operation, as demonstrated by its im- 
portant work in the two recent wars. 


General Reynolds reported that Mr. Johnson was good enough to write 
him a short note, and he believes Mr. Johnson has the idea in his mind and 
will help. His reply indicated that much thought has been given to the Army 
Medical Library in recent months; it is currently a matter of consideration by 
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the Management Committee in Mr. Johnson’s office; and the importance of 
the Library’s need for a new building to house its valuable collections is recog- 
nized.| 


(Applause.) 


Dr. LEAKE: We are very grateful to you, General Reynolds, for this very 
interesting summary and this splendid report. It would be appropriate, I think, 
that members of the Association be brought up-to-date on this matter by in- 
formation to be supplied by Colonel McNinch. 

COLONEL JosePpH H. McNincu: Dr. Leake and Members of the Association: 
I have prepared a statement on what has happened in the past two years. 
Maybe I should, but I won’t, read it; but I had to write it and my reason for 
writing it down is explained in one sentence here. If you are confused by my 
report, please bear with me as I have been many times confused by events 
themselves in the past year. 

The Library, in an effort to get a new library building, has partly been 
fraught with the reorganization which is now taking place throughout the 
government and in the Department of Defense; and agencies now existing for 
the study of problems, after four or five months may be changed to other 
agencies. That is part of the evolutional process of government; and to our 
disadvantage the action for a new building was caught in the wheels of evolu- 
tion. I have a chart somewhere showing a number of papers traveling up and 
down and crosswise, but decided in view of a letter that came to our office 
yesterday not to go into that. It has been realized, I think for at least two or 
three years, that a new building would cost $16,000,000 to $18,000,000 and 
that we could not possibly get it out of the military appropriation. In an at- 
tempt to relieve the military appropriation to that extent, the suggestion was 
made that the Library be budgeted for as a civil function of the Army. The 
Army has a number of civil functions and the money that is appropriated for 
those activities is not part of the military appropriation. Several months ago, 
one of the General Staff officers in the War Department, before whom this 
type of action came, suggested that perhaps under the present law the Library 
could best be built or properly be built, by what was then the Federal Works 
Agency, and I don’t think there is any doubt but what he was correct. The 
Federal Works Agency, as such, is not too old; it was created in 1941 for the 
construction of buildings; not many new buildings have been built since 1941. 
However, in compliance with the directions of the General Staff, actually the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, the Surgeon General prepared a request that the Ad- 
ministrator of the Federal Works Agency budget for a building and construct 
a building for the Library and prepared a justification for that request. That 
went through the various echelons at the Pentagon, through the General Staff 
of the Army, Secretary of the Army, Office of the Secretary of Defense, and 
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finally on 30 September, a good many months later, the Secretary of Defense 
did sign a letter to Mr. Larson, who is now the Administrator of the General 
Services Administration—another reorganization had taken place in the mean- 
time and the Federal Works Agency has become the General Services Ad- 
ministration. I don’t have the letter that was sent by the Secretary of Defense 
but I do have a copy of the letter that was sent yesterday from the General 
Services Administration (reading): 

October 20, 1949 


Honorable Louis Johnson 
My dear Mr. Secretary: 

We have given detailed study to the problems you present in your letter of 
September 30, 1949, in connection with the proposed Army Medical Library 
in the District of Columbia. Based upon your letter, we are taking the liberty 
of including this building in proposed legislation we are submitting to the 
Bureau of the Budget. 

We shall be happy to avail ourselves of the advice of The Surgeon General 
of the Army and the Chief of Engineers as the project develops. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Jess Larson 
Secretary 

That does not mean that we are going to get a new building based on the ac- 
tion of this letter. General Services Administration is a construction agency; 
they will build anything for anybody in the government, provided somebody 
gets the money. It is up to us—to you—to convince the Bureau of the Budget 
that that money should be given to the General Services Administration and 
to convince the Congress that that money should be given to the agency. How- 
ever, for the first time in many years, it is again out of the military establish- 
ment and it is in a place where there will be, I am sure, an encouraging response 
from the civilian population of the country—if the medical and dental and 
library professions indicate to the Bureau of the Budget and to the Congress 
that this Library is important, that there is need for a new building, I am sure 
the Bureau of the Budget and Congress will approve it. 


(Applause.) 


Dr. LEAKE: I think you can all appreciate the significance of the news that 
has been brought to us by Colonel McNinch. Many of us have fretted for 
several years—I know Dr. Fulton has been particularly impatient about the 
matter—we have fretted about our inability to do anything to push satis- 
factorily toward attaining the new building for the Army Medical Library. 
Now, the restraints are off. Our accumulated enthusiasm, our impatience, all 
that we can put into it in the way of drive is now open for us. It will be neces- 
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sary, of course, to proceed with the utmost care to make sure that we keep 
things in order. All, so far, has proceeded in an orderly manner. 

Your Executive Committee has considered all phases of this problem and 
we are in full accord with the recommendations that will presently be made 
by the Building Committee. I must say that one very important matter, as has 
already been indicated, is the location of the future building. I think it would 
be very wise for us at this stage not to make any formal recommendation as 
to location until the matter has been much more exhaustively studied. 

We have had the finest sort of cooperation from the Library of Congress. 
Dr. Luther Evans is a real friend, I think, of libraries, librarians, and service 
activities everywhere; he has taken a great interest in the work of this Library. 
I think you are aware of the fact that the Planning Commission has recom- 
mended a location for the Library on Capitol Hill near the Library of Congress. 
There are, however, other considerations. Many other suggestions, many other 
approaches, have been brought forward regarding the location. It seems, under 
the circumstances, that it would be best for the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants of the Army Medical Library to commend the authorities for what 
they have done so far and to urge that action continue to go forward, with the 
pointed omission of any specific reference to location, so that there will be 
clear indication of the need for further study on this matter and seeking advice 
with regard to it. In connection with these remarks then, I will ask Admiral 
Calver, who is Vice-Chairman of the Building Committee, to read the resolu- 
tion that has been prepared for your consideration. 

ADMIRAL GEORGE W. CALVER: Personally and for the personnel of the Navy 
Medical Corps I want to endorse the remarks made by Colonel McNinch. The 
Navy wants to see the Army Medical Library kept intact; they want to see 
the personnel who have operated it so well, so efficiently, and given us such 
magnificient service, kept in charge of the operation of the Library. We do not 
want to see the Library shifted to somebody else where a new philosophy and 
a new attitude toward its operation may be established, with the ultimate 
result of a loss to the profession in the contact between the medical profession 
and the services of the Library itself. I think there is another thing that is 
very important and that is the thing we want more than anything else is to 
get a new building. I do not think we should be too finicky about where they 
put it, so that we in any way jeopardize the construction of the building and 
the ultimate moving of the Library into better quarters where it can increase 
its services and do the job it has been trying to do with greater ease. It is for 
that reason that the resolutions were prepared; and I believe each one of you 
has a copy of this, so that you can understand it better by reading that than 
you can get from my reading it to you. I commend the resolutions to you and 
hope you will go along with the members of the Executive Committee in en- 
dorsing their adoption. 
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RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS: The Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library has been informed that the Secretary of Defense has requested the 
Administrator of the General Services Administration to construct a new 
building for the Army Medical Library; and 

WHEREAS: the Association, reviewing the thirty years of efforts of the 
Library to secure adequate fireproof housing for its critically overcrowded col- 
lections of medical literature, considers the construction of a new building a 
prerequisite for the effective functioning of the Library in providing services 
to American medicine; be it therefore 

RESOLVED: that this Association extend its appreciation to the General 
Services Administrator for his assumption of responsibility for constructing a 
new building; and be it further 

RESOLVED: that this Association urge the General Services Administrator 
to draft necessary authorization and appropriation legislation, to budget for 
and to initiate further planning for a new building for the Army Medical 
Library with all dispatch consistent with the urgency of the need. 

Dr. Leake: Thank you, Admiral Calver. Let me here extend my personal 
appreciation to Admiral Calver for the very splendid assistance he has rendered 
in the affairs of the Association and, of course, of the Library. The resolutions 
that have been introduced by the Committee are before you and it has been 
moved by Admiral Calver that the Association endorse their adoption. 

Dr. CuLLEN: I second the motion. I do not know anyone who knows more 
of the Library than I do; and I could not possibly have better treatment than 
what the Army has given me. I strongly urge that it be left in the hands of 
the Army, as recommended by Admiral Calver. 

Dr. LEAKE: I think it is a fitting remark that you have made and I think it 
is in keeping with your long distinguished record and your personal activity 
in connection with the Library. You have heard the motion and it has been 
duly seconded. Is there any discussion? If not, all in favor, say “‘Aye’’. 

CuHorus: Aye. 

Dr. LEAKE: Will those opposed, say “‘No.” (Pause.) The motion carries. 
This resolution then is adopted and will be forwarded to the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Director of the Budget, and to other pertinent officials as expressing 
the wishes and will of this Association. Next, then, the report of the Grants 
and Acquisitions Committee. Colonel Jones, would you give that report—you 
have already given part of it in connection with the Treasurer’s Report. 


REPORT OF GRANTS AND ACQUISITIONS COMMITTEE 


COLONEL Jones: As a matter of fact, the long list of those on the Committee 
is on the front of the letters we sent out; I haven’t anything to add. You have 


heard how much we have got. 
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Dr. Leake: Thank you, Colonel Jones. I might say for Dr. Fishbein that 
he has approached major industries and industrial associations who might or 
do use this Library with requests for support. Dr. Fishbein, who is now in 
Europe, sends his regrets that he cannot be with us and he asks that all mem- 
bers of the Association strike those who they think might contribute to the 
work and ask for donations. 

It is interesting to note that the basis of enthusiasm, for the work of the 
Army Medical Library, for a large share of its activities, resides among those 
who are historically minded. It is, of course, appropriate that this great col- 
lection should serve so admirably for the development of effective appreciation 
of the historical background of the health professions. The Historical Com- 
mittee then is an important committee, and that was the committee that had 
its first meeting today. I know that it has many things of interest to report. 
In the absence of Dr. Viets, I will ask Dr. Larkey if he will report for the Com- 
mittee; he is Vice Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
Dr. SANFORD V. LARKEY: The committee met this morning but since Dr. 
Wilson is going to give a report on his survey, I will make my report very brief. 
Dr. Wilson presented his report and discussed some of the details of his pro- 
ject in the acquisition of material, largely by microfilm, and I reported on the 


meeting of the International Federation of Library Associations, other sub- 
committee activities in the same field, and possible correlation of some of their 
projects with the Army Medical Library projects leading up to the Interna- 
tional Library Congress, which will be held here next year. I think the Army 
Medical Library should be able to play a role in that. 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Dr. Larkey. I have never seen anything more ap- 
propriate than to have the Chairman of the Historical Committee walk in just 
as it is time for the report. (Turning to Dr. Viets who had just entered the 
meeting): I ask Dr. Viets to come up and give us a report of his trip to Europe 
and say something in particular about our incunabula. 

Dr. Henry R. Viets: I am sorry to be so late but unfortunately I could not 
be here early this morning; and we were supposed, I believe, to have a meeting 
of my committee. 

Dr. LEAKE: It was held. 

Dr. Viets: I wonder if there is anybody who attended that meeting who 
could report for me. 

Dr. LEAKE: We were listening to the report as you came in. 

Dr. Viets: As that is the only meeting that has been held, I am afraid I 
have no further words to say in regard to that committee. 

Dr. LEAKE: Would you care to say anything about your impressions on 
your trip to Europe or the incunabula project? 
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Dr. Viets: This afternoon I think there will be a formal report on 
the UNESCO meeting I attended and perhaps it would be better to speak 
at that time. 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Dr. Viets. I think then it would be appropriate at 
this time to ask Dr. Wilson to present the paper entitled, “A Comprehensive 
Medico-Historical Library”; so we will now call on Dr. Wilson for a presenta- 
tion of his material. 


A COMPREHENSIVE MEDICO-HISTORICAL LIBRARY 


Dr. Wittt1AM J. Witson: As most of you know, the old books—those, 
roughly speaking, printed before 1800—were taken out of this Library in the 
year 1942 and transferred to Cleveland, Ohio, as a war emergency measure. 
Shortly after the transfer, Colonel Jones remarked, ‘This transfer was the re- 
sult of my complete and undeviating opposition to burying this collection in 
the ground for the duration, which was at one time suggested.” That remark 
on the opposition to burying the collection either literally or figuratively might 
well stand as a motto or symbol of what has been done by all who have had 
to do with that collection since. They have been opposed to burying it in the 
ground; they have felt that it had some use. They have recognized, of course, 
that historical use is very different—much less frequent, much less urgent— 
than the professional use for which that material was originally designed. This 
is no place or time for a lengthy discussion of the philosophy of history or the 
importance of historical records. I suppose George Santayana sums up the 
proper attitude in his remark, “He who cannot remember the past is con- 
demned to repeat it.” 

One of the most important instances for remembering the past of medicine 
is that collection of old books taken from this Library and transferred to Cleve- 
land in 1942. The collection is, however, incomplete. No single medical library 
anywhere in this country or Europe has every been able to assemble a com- 
plete collection, even a comprehensive collection, on the early history of medi- 
cine. Within the last two years I have been developing in Cleveland a plan for 
rendering that collection much more nearly complete,—you can never get en- 
tirely complete—but much more nearly complete than anything that has yet 
been attempted. Microfilming is, of course, the instrument by which that might 
be accomplished. It is possible, with the consent of other libraries having other 
books in the early history of medicine, which we do not have, to copy those 
other books and transfer the micro-film copies to this Library, making ulti- 
mately—we shall never say a complete collection, but at least a comprehensive 
collection on the early history of medicine. It seems advisable to undertake a 
program of that sort; and the natural thing to do is to begin at the early cen- 
turies. If you began with the earliest, you would begin with the manuscripts— 
those long centuries when all the records were copied by hand. However, the 
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wholesale microfilming of manuscripts on early medicine is not feasible—the 
material is too miscellaneous and the selection of that material is too much a 
specialized task—a task not of the individual specialist on that general subject 
but the task of specialists on individual authors and individual works. We have 
decided, therefore, to begin with the printed books in this general compre- 
hensive program. 

John Shaw Billings estimated some years ago that probably the Army Med- 
ical Library had 80% of the medical literature of the world. At a later date, 
Colonel Jones expressed the suspicion that that estimate might be true for the 
19th and 20th centuries but almost certainly was not true for the 15th to 18th 
centuries. Colonel Jones’ suspicion has been fully justified. We apparently 
have approximately one-third of the printed medical literature originated in 
the 15th century. Precisely how much we have for the 16th century we do not 
know. There are no adequate statistical figures regarding the total book produc- 
tion for the world for the 16th century; we do have some fairly close estimates as 
to the percentage of that total production which went into medicine—the per- 
centage ran somewhere between three and five; but what the total book produc- 
tion was for the 16th century we do not know. On the back of this paper which 
was distributed to you are some very formidable reports, I think, on the es- 
timates of total book production. I hope the final impression will be one of 
organized confusion—I feel certain that nobody knows, and I think probably, 
instead of being able now to estimate in advance by this percentage method 
what the medical collection for the 16th century will be, we should rather ex- 
pect that when the 16th century medical literature is assembled, we might by 
percentages then estimate pretty closely what the total book production for 
the 16th century may have been. 

We are concentrating then, at first, on the 15th and 16th centuries and are 
asking for the cooperation of other libraries devoted to medicine or having 
large medical collections. It is in the hope of securing cordial, intelligent, and 
really useful cooperation that this mimeographed statement has been pre- 
pared. It is addressed to the custodians of libraries interested in medicine and 
is intended to explain the purposes which such an undertaking would serve; it 
is intended, also, to explain in some detail the principles of selection. 

Unfortunately, the camera cannot be trained to think; it will do what you 
tell it to, but you have to do the thinking yourself, in advance. The principles 
of selection for a comprehensive medical, historical library are by no means 
simple. I am sure that not many of you will get beyond the third page of this 
statement but if you should get as far as page 10, I think you will agree with 
me that it is not a simple problem; in fact, the main difficulty confronting the 
director of such a program is the organization and development of the intel- 
lectual frame-work for that sort of task. Since most of you will not read much 
of this and we did want to interest as many of you as we can in this kind of 
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thing, we have put the statement of purposes and uses in the first and second 
pages. This has, I think, been placed on your chairs this morning. 

After you have once micro-filmed a collection of books, your original purpose 
does not matter very much,—you may have filmed them for security reasons, 
for example. We have done that completely with material for the 15th century, 
and now as rapidly as possible the 16th century material for security reasons, 
but as soon as you have made the micro-film copies, they are available to other 
libraries if you can establish the standards of library usage and exchange for 
the securing of copies; that will add to their own library collections and make 
them available to physicians and also to other scholars anywhere. If we ever 
get through with the 16th century, look us up; if there is anything left of us, 
we shall be trying the 17th.* 


(Applause.) 


Dr. LEAKE: We are all very proud of the work of the Historical Division at 
Cleveland—we appreciate it very much, Dr. Wilson. I hope you will take the 
greetings from the Association to your colleagues and assure them of our warm 
interest and feeling for them. I would hope, also, that Dr. Stecher will carry 
our greetings to the officials of the Cleveland Academy and of the library there, 
and assure them of our happiness and gratitude for their warm cooperation, 
and to our friends of the Historical Society for their interest in our work. 


The last report for the morning will be the report of the Director. I know 
that we are all profoundly interested in the comments that will be made by 
Colonel McNinch. They represent much arduous study and thought on his 
part and I think that his recommendations are very pertinent indeed for our 
consideration. I think it will be essential for us to give very close heed to the 
injunctions that he may offer. Colonel McNinch. 


(Applause.) 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR, ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


CoLONEL McNINcH: We have distributed for your information a condensed 
annual report containing most of the statistics relevant to the operation of the 
Army Medical Library. It is perhaps worthwhile to mention a few figures 
which will indicate generally what has happened in the Library during the 
past year. 

The Library continues to receive increasing amounts of literature. During 
the fiscal year 1949 we acquired over 15,000 monographs and almost 76,000 
serial pieces, a total of over 91,000 as contrasted with 70,500 in 1948, and 72,200 
in 1947. We do not have an adequate record of serial pieces received before the 
war but the number of monographs received in 1939 was only 4,563. We added 


* Dr. Wilson’s full paper appears in: College and Research Libraries, 11: 54-62, 68, Jan. 1950. 
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1,377 new serial titles last year in contrast to 250 in 1939. It is worthy of note 
that 31% of pieces received were purchased and that 69% came by exchange, 
gifts, or transfer. 

Last year we cataloged 11,900 new titles as contrasted to 10,800 in 1948. 
Progress was made in the recataloging of the Library and 3,115 titles were 
recataloged as compared with 1,287 in 1948, and 631 in 1947. In 1949, 215,000 
articles were indexed as contrasted to 154,000 in 1948, and 76,000 in 1947. 
Even with this increase in production, the backlog of unindexed material con- 
tinues to grow and it is estimated that there are about 73,000 pieces in this 
backlog at the present time. With respect to our public services, 11,825 inter- 
library loans were made in 1949 as contrasted to 13,000 in 1948. Individual 
loans however, were up from 11,000 in 1948 to 17,000 in 1949. Reader requests 
remained about the same. With respect to photoduplication services, the num- 
ber of pages of negative film was 1,400,000 in 1949 as contrasted to 800,000 in 
1948. This increase was largely a result of preparing microfilm files of the 105 
most heavily used volumes for all years subsequent to 1939. These journals 
were microfilmed to reduce physical wear and reduce unavailability of journals 
to readers for reason of servicing in the Photoduplication Section. After a 
careful study of costs, photoprint prices were raised to 50¢ for 5 consecutive 
pages on 1 August 1949. Microfilm, which did not show increased cost, re- 
mained at 50¢ for units of 50 pages. 

We have been fortunate in not only maintaining our authorized personnel 
strength but increased it by 44 positions during the year. We were authorized 
231 positions on 1 July 1949 in contrast to 115 in 1945 and 31 in 1941. During 
the year there were a number of changes in the staff, the most important of 
which were, the loss by death of Miss Mildred Kuch, Editor of the Current 
List, on 7 January 1949, and loss by resignation of Miss Irene Jones, Head of 
the Subject Cataloging Division, on the 7th of this month. Miss Estelle Brod- 
man of the Medical Library and Library School teaching staff of Columbia 
University, joined the Library on 6 September of this year as Chief of the 
Reference Division. Mr. Seymour Taine was appointed as Acting Editor of the 
Current List on 4 September of this year. 

On 15 August 1948 Mrs. Edith Wheatley Gilmore died leaving most of her 
estate to the Army Medical Library. This estate is almost settled and it is 
expected that the Treasurer of the United States will receive $20,000 for the 
use of the Army Medical Library. The acceptance of this bequest was made 
possible by the action of the 80th Congress, which was reported to you at your 
last meeting. ; 

I can report that the Current List is now current again. Because of many 
difficulties the indexes to the Current List had become 11 months in arrears as 
of 1 April 1949. At the meeting of the Medical Library Association in Galveston 
in April, many librarians indicated that delay in publication of the Quarterly 
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Cumulative Index Medicus and indexes to the Current List had left them in a 
sorry situation indeed. At that meeting, on behalf of the Library staff, I prom- 
ised the Association that every effort would be made to bring the indexes of the 
Current List up to date. The preparation of these indexes was given a high 
priority in the Library and the Current List Section was placed, for the time 
being, in the Catalog Division under the supervision of Miss MacDonald. By 
virtue of hard work and the cooperation of the various divisions in the Library, 
much was accomplished and the Current List Indexes are now completely up 
to date. We owe special thanks to Miss Mary Louise Marshall of Tulane Uni- 
versity Medical School and to Miss Helen Bayne of the New York University 
Medical School, each of whom prepared one monthly index. 

Last year I reported to you that we had suspended our Cooperative Cata- 
loging agreement with the Library of Congress. I emphasized that this was a 
suspension of activity and not a discontinuation of such cataloging. Iam happy 
to report to you that we are now negotiating with Dr. Evans with the view to 
re-establishing Cooperative Cataloging on terms which will be mutually satis- 
factory. 

One major relocation has taken place in the Library. The Photo-duplication 
Section is now under the Chief of the Reference Division and thus all the public 
services of the Library are now under one head, a move that we have believed 
desirable for some time. 

Last year I reported to you the appointment of a consultant committee on 
medical indexing of which Dr. Louis Weed was Chairman. This Committee 
has now held six meetings and you will receive a report later today on these 
meetings. It was with deep regret that The Surgeon General accepted the 
resignation of Dr. Weed as Chairman of this Committee, a resignation sub- 
mitted because of Dr. Weed’s illness. I am glad that I can report to you that 
Dr. Weed is making good progress in his recovery and has exhibited a most 
devoted interest in the Army Medical Library and the Indexing Committee 
and their activities. 

Several months ago Dr. Maurice Tauber, Professor of Cataloging at Columbia 
University, surveyed the Army Medical Library with specific reference to its 
recataloging program. His report, which constitutes a survey of cataloging 
procedures and operations to date, has been received and studied. In it Dr. 
Tauber reaffirmed the Survey Committee’s judgment of the desirability of 
recataloging the entire collection, making an additional exception, however, of 
the thesis holdings. 

A revision of the new Army Medical Library classification has been com- 
pleted by Major Rogers. It has been adopted by the Library and will be ready 
for application about the first of November. 

Finally, I have already recounted to you in detail the many actions that 
have been taken during the past year to obtain a new building for the Library. 
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At some time during the past year the recommendation was made that the 
Department of Defense request the Federal Works Agency (now the General 
Services Administration) to budget for and construct a new building. The 
necessary papers were prepared and, together with a justification, forwarded 
to the Secretary of Defense for signature. About one month ago, the Secretary 
of Defense forwarded a request to the General Services Administration that it 
budget for and construct a new building. We have just received a copy of the 
favorable reply. 

I believe that this is most encouraging. I am sure that the General Services 
Administration will gladly provide this building if funds can be obtained from 
the Congress. This is a matter in which you, the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants can help a great deal. [Applause.] 

Dr. Leake: I think you can appreciate from this splendid report what the 
service functions of the Army Medical Library really are and what they mean. 

It is now time for us to adjourn our session in this building. 


[Meeting recessed at 11:45 a.m.} 


LUNCHEON SESSION 
Officers Club, Army Medical Center 


A resolution was unanimously passed by those present, thanking General 
Streit for his courtesy and expressing gratitude for all he has done for the 
Association. 

Major GENERAL PAut H. Srreir: I am very delighted and honored to have 
this organization here at the Army Medical Center today, and to act as your 
host on this occasion. I was very much impressed in this morning’s sessions 
by the discussions taking place in that meeting. 

This is the first meeting of this Association I have had the pleasure of at- 
tending. 

I think the great decision that must be made by the Armed Forces and by 
this group of Honorary Consultants is the one that has been made by the 
membership, by the committee that reported this morning,—namely, that the 
important thing is to get a new building. The second decision I think was also 
important—not to try to decide on a location. General Reynolds told you how 
a number of years ago he had made an effort to have this Library located on 
these grounds and how that failed. I would only like to say this: We have a 
little knoll up here on the hillside, with beautiful trees and a lot of fresh air, 
ample parking facilities, and a medical atmosphere; and we are still receptive 
to having you here, if you want to come. If you do at any time decide to place 
this great institution in this Center, I am sure that the Center will regard it 
as a great obligation and trust and will do the very best it can for you. [Ap- 
plause. | 
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Dr. LEAKE: Thank you very much for that generous reception. I think we 
are impressed by the atmosphere of this beautiful campus, General, and we 
want you to know that we appreciate very much the honor and privilege of 
being here. 

I know that you will all be glad to learn that the status of publication of the 
Incunabula Catalog has improved—Miss Schullian will describe some of it 
later; and the proof is here if you want to look at it—the proof is here, with 
some of the very fine illustrations. 

You will remember last year at luncheon we had a very delightful informal 
debate in which we argued the matter of indices, methods of cataloging, and 
doing all sorts of queer things that librarians have to do. I think we all enjoyed 
the pleasantness of that debate. Today I thought it might be appropriate, in 
view of the coming into the picture of Major Rogers with an extraordinary 
background of preparation for his duties as Director, to relax for a moment and 
listen to some words of wisdom from those who have been in this capitol for 
a long while, who know some of its pitfalls and some of its pleasures. I am there- 
fore going to call upon some of our members, who have the responsibility for 
some of the great libraries of this country, to give some pearls of wisdom for 
the benefit of Major Rogers. Perhaps the rest of us may benefit from that, also. 
First, of course, it would be pertinent for us to hear from Dr. Luther Evans, 
who has done such a superb job at the Library of Congress. Dr. Evans. 

Dr. Luter H. Evans: I have the voice of a Texan and I do not need that 
nice machine there to be heard. This is rather sudden, to be called upon to 
give advice to a new librarian. 

I think the first advice I would give him would be that the fate of the Army 
Medical Library, which was discussed this morning, is a matter which his 
ability and his judgment will probably decide, and that he should not be fearful 
of forces beyond his grasp crossing his path in that encounter. The second 
piece of advice I would give him would be that he should examine all of the 
recommendations of his acquisitions people for additions to the library twice, 
that he should examine all of the recommendations of his reference people 
three times, and all of the recommendations of his catalogers four times, before 
he approves them. I think if he does that and then follows his own judgment, 
using the recommendations of the best of his subordinates merely as consider- 
ations to be weighed, that he will make a successful librarian. 

Now, it is very fortunate that he not only has the training of a doctor so 
that he can read the stuff and know what it means, but that he also has the 
training of a librarian, so he knows how to shove the material around and get 
it in shape so the doctors can read it. 

I look forward with great pleasure to years of very happy association, and, 
as the Chairman said this morning, increasing collaboration between the Li- 
brary of Congress and the Army Medical Library. We have, as you know, 
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differed from the administration of the Army Medical Library on some tech- 
nical problems, such as Schedule R, but we do not press our point and we do 
not make acceptance of the point a requirement for our fullest cooperation. 
We will cooperate as fully as we possibly can within our circumstances, and 
I know the Army Medical Library will reciprocate, because it always has. 

It is a great pleasure, Mr. President, for me to be here today, and to join 
you in greeting the new Director of the Army Medical Library, in whose choice 
I personally had a hand and in which choice I take pride and pleasure. [Ap- 
plause.| 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Dr. Evans. I don’t need this thing either (indicating 
microphone), I am perfectly well aware; but I thought if I used it, somebody 
else might feel that they could use it too, if they so desired. I want to say right 
now that we are really very happy that this meeting has brought so many 
of the honorary consultants here,—Dr. Spector, Mr. Ballard, Dr. Viets, and 
Dr. Frazier from down in Boston; Dr. Evans from the West Coast, Dr. Middle- 
ton from Wisconsin, Tom Jones from Chicago, Dr. Urdang from Wisconsin— 
it really is a splendid thing to see that the activities of the Library are con- 
sidered so important as to bring people here from such distances. I think that 
the new Director can appreciate from the personal devotion that the consult- 
ants have for the affairs of the Library that he has tremendous power behind 
him. I know that he is going to use it and guide it well. 

One of the most successful of all the libraries of general national importance 
is the Library of the Department of Agriculture. No matter what it is that the 
Librarian of the Library of the Department of Agriculture asks for, he gets it. 
Maybe he will share some of his secrets with Major Rogers. Anyway, Ralph 
Shaw, go ahead and see what you can tell us. 

Mr. RAtpH R. SHaw: Well, Major Rogers. I am full of good advice for you; 
but having observed you in action, I think the chances are that you are going 
to study things and make up your own mind, no matter what advice we give 
you; so I would be inclined just to invite you to the library fraternity—but 
Evans spoiled that a couple of years ago by pointing out it really was more of 
a sorority—but whatever it is, we are glad to have you with us, and if there is 
anything we can do, it will be a pleasure to have you call on us. [Applause.] 

Dr. LEAKE: As I look around this group, it warms me to feel the deep per- 
sonal associations I have with so many of you. It is really surprising to me to 
see, as I do, more and more how the Texans get around. You see Dr. Streit is 
a Texan; Dr. Evans is a Texan—by George, they do get around here. Here is 
an opportunity in this organization for us to get together from all parts of the 
country and bring our wisdom to bear upon promoting our Library. I think it 
would be interesting if Dr. Viets, who has had a lot to do with libraries and 
who knows what they are all about, would give some words of wisdom now to 
Major Rogers. Henry, would you say something? 
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Dr. Viets: Dr. Leake, I just had a little brief conversation with our genial 
host, General Streit, and in the course of that conversation he made a remark 
that struck me right away, although I do not believe he quite caught its signi- 
ficance. We were talking, naturally, about the Army Medical Library, and he 
referred to it as McNinch’s Library. I cannot think of a better honor that could 
come to any retiring director than to have a library, such as the Army Medical 
Library, called McNinch’s Library. It seems to me that Major Rogers can 
look forward to a precedent being set—if the Army Medical Library has been 
the McNinch Library and I think it has, maybe it will be the Rogers Library 
in years to come. It is really quite a tribute to Colonel McNinch, which we all 
agree is richly deserved. 

I should like to mention one or two points about medical libraries in general. 
One is, we should never forget that the Army Medical Library has a primary 
aim which should always be in front of it, and that aim is not a building or 
books but service, and primarily the service must be directed to the Armed 
Forces; but beyond that the Army Medical Library has become a national 
medical library, and so this service has to be directed beyond the Armed Forces 
to the medical profession in general, in this country and abroad; and that is 
why I like to think of this tie-in with the other medical libraries, of which I 
happen to represent a small one, in that we would really like to be considered 
as merely an extension of the shelves of the Army Medical Library, if we reach 
the cooperative basis that I hope we can in the future, so that all the medical 
libraries in this country are one medical library, with the idea of giving the 
best service to the Armed Forces and to the doctors in the United States and 
abroad. Some day we are going to reach the point where any material in any 
medical library in this country is going to be made available easily to any user 
of any other medical library in this country; and that is in accord with the 
ideas that were expressed by Dr. Wilson this morning. 

The other point to Major Rogers is the question of his use of the Consultants. 
Years ago, when I was a young medical gradutate, I had a year with Sir William 
Osler, and I never forget what he said one time about consultants. He said, 
“You know, every now and then you will have a puzzling case, and you had 
better use a consultant. In the first place, pick out the best consultant you can 
get to give you an answer to your particular problem, and after you have had 
that consultant, think over what he said to you. You know, you don’t have to 
pay the slightest attention to his opinion, if you don’t want to; but it is proba- 
bly very good policy to pay a good deal of attention to what he said.” I hope 
that Major Rogers realizes that in the group of Consultants there are men 
who have ideas that really could be useful to him, and he ought to learn to 
pick their brains for ideas; and that, after all, is what the consultants are for— 
they are primarily to help you. I want you to realize that we are ready and 
willing to do it, and it is up to you to use the men who are waiting to be of 
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service to you. You do not need to really pay the slightest attention to what 
we say, if you don’t want to, but William Osler had an idea that it might be 
wise, at least on some occasions, to use it. [Applause.] 

Dr. LEAKE: Before we go to the Sternberg Auditorium, I am going to ask 
Miss Janet Doe to say something also, on behalf of librarians, to Major Rogers. 
We all have a very high regard for the splendid work which Miss Doe has done. 
There are many others here who have a rich experience in library affairs and 
they might express some of their ideas later this afternoon. I think this would 
be a good time to hear Miss Doe. 

Miss JANET Doe: Dr. Leake, and members of the Association of Honorary 
Consultants to the Army Medical Library, it is a very great pleasure to be 
here and to be able to welcome Major Rogers to the great body of medical 
librarians in this country. I have personally had a chance to see at first hand 
the problems that Major Rogers is going to have to contend with. Since the 
survey of the Army Medical Library was made in 1943, a very great deal of 
progress has been made there; but, also, the additional progress has brought 
additional problems which have grown by leaps and bounds. I can only say 
that Major Rogers will have the sympathy and good will of every librarian 
in his vicissitudes as librarian, and if there is any way in which his sister and 
brother librarians can be of help to him, they will be only too glad to do every- 
thing they can. We are very delighted to welcome you, Major Rogers. [Ap- 
plause.| 

Dr. LEAKF: Our luncheon meeting, then, will adjourn, and we will reconvene 
as promptly as we can get together at the Sternberg Auditorium. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


21 October 1949 


The meeting reconvened at 1:45 p.m. in the Sternberg Auditorium of the 
Army Medical Center. Dr. Chauncey D. Leake presided. 

Dr. LEAKE: Ladies and Gentlemen, this meeting will please come to order. 
We are grateful that we can meet in this distinguished hall and in this great 
medical center. So many of you have rich and close associations with this in- 
stitution that it must be a joy for you to come here again from time to time, 
particularly at a meeting of this sort. For those of us who have not as often 
had the privilege of being here, I know that we would like to hear something 
more about the development of the Army Medical Center. We are the guests 
of Major General Paul H. Streit, Commanding General of the Army Medical 
Center, who has arranged so effectively for our meeting here. It gives me great 
pleasure to introduce General Streit to this group and to ask him to extend 
greetings to us. 

GENERAL StREIT: Dr. Leake, Ladies and Gentlemen. I thought I had made 
my little speech over in the dining-room a few moments ago. I want to repeat 
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again, however, how delighted and honored we are to have this great group 
meet out here at the Army Medical Center. The Army Medical Center is the 
outgrowth of the old Army Medical School, which was founded in 1893 by the 
then Surgeon General Sternberg, whose picture is right here in front of the 
hall and for whom this hall itself was named. As you know, he was one of the 
great early bacteriologists of America. It was his idea that this school should 
acquaint young medical officers entering the Service with modern tenets as 
they develop in scientific medicine. The course which was established in those 
years continued during his life tenure, and has continued ever since. Major 
Walter Reed was a member of the Army faculty of that school; Major, and 
later General, Darnall was a member of that early faculty. We feel very proud 
of the group that taught here, and of the work in this school during the years. 

Walter Reed General Hospital itself opened its doors in 1909, in the building 
to the east of this one. It has grown through the years, and in 1923 this large 
building was completed and has housed the medical school and what was in- 
corporated with it, the Research School. All of this together was put under one 
administrative head and named the Army Medical Center. It has been decided 
within the past two years that the new home of the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology will be located on these grounds. I personally am very much de- 
lighted that this large and splendid institution of the Armed Forces will have 
its home in this area, in this medical atmosphere. 

Today the Army Medical Center, in addition to being a general type hos- 
pital, is devoting I should say 60% of its effort to graduate teaching and re- 
search. A total of 116 residents are here, in addition to the intern staff; there 
are many graduate courses of all kinds going on most of the year. 

We are greatly honored that you are here with us today and I hope that you 
will have a good time. I am particularly delighted, I should say, to find Dr. 
Chauncey Leake President of this group, who is perhaps not a Texan by birth 
but certainly one by adoption, and I give a hearty welcome to a fellow-Texan. 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you very much, General Streit. We are all greatly im- 
pressed by the fine academic atmosphere of this institution. Whoever has 
planned these grounds has done a grand job and I think we all rejoice to find 
these standards and ideals, which are so precious to the atmosphere of an 
academic institution, here so well developed. 

The main subject for today is a symposium on the role that the Army Medical 
Library may play in what is called here “the Bibliographical Control of Medi- 
cal and Dental Literature”. It seems to me that we should do something to 
get around the use of that word “control”. We had a little discussion of this 
matter yesterday in connection with the meeting of the Committee on Medical 
Indexing. There is objection to the use of “‘control’’, particularly by those with 
whom we desire to work abroad. Peoples from the European countries, I think, 
can express surprise that we would use a term that has an implication of au- 
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thoritarian control in the sense of direction in a desired way; yet, that is what 
we do mean, but we mean it not by authority but by agreement and by demo- 
cratic means; we mean, also, of course, management; we mean really imple- 
mentation or instrumentation. The use of bibliography as a tool seems to me 
to be the point to emphasize and stress. I would like, for instance for us to 
learn to use such a phrase as “bibliographical instrumentation” or “implementa- 
tion,” which I think carries the connotation we desire in this matter and that 
would not be objectionable to those who object to the double meaning we have 
in our language to the word ‘“‘control’’. 

There will be a report by Professor Cunningham on the Paris meetings on 
Medical and Biological Abstracting and Indexing; a report from Dr. Hoff, 
Secretary of the Surgeon General’s Committee on Medical Indexing, and then, 
a most important report from Dr. Sanford Larkey on the Research Project on 
Medical Indexing and Abstracting going forward under his direction at the 
Welch Medical Library at Johns Hopkins University. Colonel McNinch will 
start the symposium by reviewing the problems that are involved. Colonel 
McNinch. 


SYMPOSIUM ON THE ROLE OF THE ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 
IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC CONTROL OF MEDICAL 
AND DENTAL LITERATURE 


REVIEW OF THE PROBLEMS 


CoLoNnEL McNincu: Dr. Leake, General Streit, Honorary Consultants and 
Guests: It is true we have discussed this term “bibliographical control” a great 
deal. I cannot see that anybody has come up with what seems an acceptable 
definition to anybody else. Proposals are made, and then you hear a silence. 
I suggest that perhaps we should get out our Latin and our Greek and perhaps 
devise a new term to mean what we want it to mean, and I hope perhaps we 
can make it shorter than bibliographical instrumentation—I am sure I will 
stumble if I say it again. 

It is not necessary to burden you with a long recital of the rdle the Army 
Medical Library has played in what is now commonly called the bibliographic 
contro) of medical literature. Most, if not all of you are thoroughly aware of 
the origin of the Army Medical Library, the origin of the Index-Catalogue, and 
the origin and fate of the Index Medicus. Indeed, since this afternoon we are 
discussing much the same subject as we did one year ago at your last meeting, 
you are, for the most part, aware of developments in this field prior to last 
October. 

However, it may be worthwhile to give a brief review of the past réle of the 
Army Medical Library in the bibliographic control of medical literature with 
emphasis on the matter of responsibility. In 1876 John Shaw Billings published 
the Specimen Fasciculus of a Catalogue of the National Medical Library. This 
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was followed in 1880 by the publication of the first volume of the [ndex-Cata- 
logue of the Library of The Surgeon-General’s Office, U. S. Army. This catalog was 
published in 16 volumes over a period of 15 years. Faced with the necessity of 
including all of the medical literature which the Army Medical Library had 
been able to collect, it was inevitable that the Index-Catalogue should become a 
retrospective bibliography of medical literature which could not adequately 
serve the needs of the medical profession with respect to current publications. 
To meet the need for immediate knowledge of current medical literature, Bill- 
ings conceived and began publication of the Index Medicus. The Index-Cata- 
logue has always been an official publication of the United States Government. 
The Index Medicus, although prepared in the Army Medical Library, was 
never a publication of the Government. I do not know why Billings sought 
government support for one and not for the other. It may have been a practical 
solution in that he thought federal support for the /ndex-Catalogue was as 
much as he could reasonably hope for. It may have been that he believed that 
the Index Medicus could be made self-supporting, for he certainly attempted 
to make it so, although never successfully. In any event his decision with 
reference to government support (or absence of it) focuses attention on a prob- 
lem that has undoubtedly been with the Army Medical Library ever since. 

There is little reason to doubt that Billings considered the Army Medical 
Library to be the National Medical Library, with national responsibilities. It 


is perhaps worthwhile to quote one paragraph from the Specimen Fasciculus: 


The use which is made of the collection by physicians from every section of this country, 
and the number of persons who consult it, either in person or by letter, is steadily, and of late 
rapidly, increasing; and I cannot doubt that if a sufficient number of the catalogue, of which 
this is a specimen, be printed, and distributed to our medical writers and teachers, so that 
they may at their leisure learn what aid they can obtain in their researches, no collection of 
the Government will be more used or be of more practical utility; that it will soon tend to 
elevate the standard of medical education, literature, and scholarship of the nation, and will 
thus indirectly be for the benefit of the whole country, since the general knowledge and skill 
of the medical profession becomes a matter of personal interest to almost every individual 
at some time during the course of his life. 


It is not difficult to come to the conclusion that the Government has some 
responsibility in the development, maintenance, and servicing of the Army 
Medical Library. It is not difficult to defend the preparation and publication 
of a catalog and index to its collection, although this publication may inciden- 
tally be of use generally as a bibliographic tool to medical literature. It is, per- 
haps, more difficult to defend an extension of this concept wherein the Army 
Medical Library prepares and publishes an index to medical literature (which 
may or may not be confined to its holdings) primarily to serve the medical and 
dental professions, and others engaged in research in related fields. However, 
any publication of the Library will be far more useful if approached frankly 
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with this latter concept. Certainly, in the interest of the welfare of all, and in 
the interest of economy (and here I refer to the economy of the nation rather 
than the budget of the Government agency operating the Library), it is neces- 
sary to effect maximum coordination of all agencies engaged in this effort, 
governmental and private, to the end that adequate control of all medical 
publication be attained with the greatest economy of effort. Once the responsi- 
bility of government in this particular field is recognized and the degree of 
responsibility defined, this coordination can be effected. 

I have called this problem of responsibility of the Government to your at- 
tention because I think that lack of definition in the past has had considerable 
influence on what has and has not been done by the Library and that a defini- 
tion of this responsibility will influence a great deal what course of action the 
Library will take in the future. 

Regardless of the degree in which this problem has influenced the Library 
in its development, it has been apparent for some time that the Jndex-Catalogue 
of the Library and the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, published by the 
American Medical Association, even with the help of a relatively new infant 
in this field, The Current List of Medical Literature, have not adequately satis- 
fied the need of the medical and dental professions for bibliographic control of 
their vast quantity of literature. Various Directors of the Library have recog- 
nized this in the past, the Committee which surveyed the Library in 1944 recog- 
nized it and made certain recommendations concerning it, and this Association 
through its officers has recognized the problems and likewise has been active 
in trying to find a solution. 

Last year I was able to report to you that The Surgeon General of the Army, 
in taking cognizance of this problem, had taken two steps toward effecting a 
solution. First, he established a committee of consultants made up largely 
but not exclusively from the membership of this Association, to study the 
problem of indexing medical literature with particular reference to the responsi- 
bility of the Army Medical Library. The committee, however, was not limited 
to consideration of the Library’s publications and was authorized to consider 
other publications, with specific reference to the Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus. In order that coordination with the American Medical Association 
might be easily effected, the Editor of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus 
was asked to serve on the committee. This committee has now had several 
meetings, the last of which was held at Johns Hopkins University yesterday. 
During the past year the meetings have been largely devoted to general dis- 
cussion of the problem. Dr. Hoff will presently give you a more detailed report 
on the progress of the committee. 

Last year I announced that The Surgeon General expected to establish a 
research project at Johns Hopkins under Dr. Larkey, the subject of which 
would be the investigation of certain problems concerned with indexing medical 
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literature. This research project was to be available for use both by the Com- 
mittee and by the Director of the Library in investigating problems both gen- 
eral and technical which pertain to the preparation and publication of medical 
indexes. This project was established and Dr. Larkey is here to report the 
progress made. 

The Army Medical Library has a particular problem to solve; it has for 
many years published the Jndex-Catalogue, it at one time published the Index 
Medicus, and is now publishing The Current List of Medical Literature. The 
Director of the Library has urgent need to know what to do about these pub- 
lications. Our activity at the moment is directed primarily at the solution of 
this problem. However, it is important to note that the problem of bibliographic 
control of literature is not confined to the field of medicine nor to the matter of 
indexes. It is common to all fields of literature and particularly acute in the 
field of scientific literature. Two years ago Mrs. Cunningham spoke to you of 
a conference sponsored by UNESCO, held in Paris, which was devoted to 
consideration of the matter of coordinating abstracts of medical and biological 
literature. Last year the Royal Society of Great Britain sponsored a British 
Commonwealth conference devoted to the consideration of the problem of 
disseminating scientific information. American delegates were invited to this 
conference and Mr. Ralph Shaw, who was one of the delegates, reported to you 
briefly at your annual meeting last year. The American Institute of Physics, 
finding this problem to be acute in the field of physics, has established a re- 
search project hoping to find an answer. The UNESCO conference on which 
Mrs. Cunningham spoke two years ago, has been followed by two more inter- 
national conferences in Paris this past summer. The first of these conferences 
was devoted to the problems of indexing and abstracting medical and biological 
literature. The second conference was devoted to similar problems in all fields 
of science. Mrs. Cunningham will report to you this afternoon on these confer- 
ences. UNESCO and our own Library of Congress are concerned with this 
problem in a larger sense, that is, the bibliographic control of all literature, and 
the Library of Congress now has a planning group preparing working papers 
for an international conference on this subject. The Army Medical Library, 
although it has an individual problem to solve, recognizes the close relation- 
ship between indexing and abstracting, between medical and non-medical 
sciences, and the similarities which exist in problems of bibliographic control 
regardless of the discipline. It is therefore seeking to establish and maintain 
closer relationship with other activities in this field. Dr. Larkey was sent to the 
two UNESCO conferences in Paris last summer as a representative of the Army 
Medical Library. Mr. Verner Clapp of the Library of Congress has accepted 
a place on The Surgeon General’s committee. Dr. Eugene W. Scott, Executive 
Secretary of the Interdepartmental Committee on Scientific Information has 
been a member of the committee since its inception, as has been Mr. Ralph 
Shaw, Librarian of the Department of Agriculture. 
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Progress during the past year has seemed slow at times. However, we are 
attacking problems not easy to solve, problems which call for definition of 
government responsibility, definitions which are not always easy to obtain, and 
problems demanding coordination not only in the field of medicine but in 
other fields of science as well. It is our hope, however, that many of the ideas 
brought forth during the past year will be crystalized in the near future, and 
that at your next annual meeting the new Director of the Library will be able 
to report great progress. [Applause.] 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Colonel McNinch. I think that the members of 
the Association can appreciate the skill with which Colonel McNinch has di- 
rected its attention toward this important problem of management and hand- 
ling of bibliographical material relating to the health fields. 

The report on the Paris meetings on the committees on Medical and Bio- 
logical Abstracting and Indexing, and on science abstracting and indexing 
generally, is to be given to us by Professor Eileen R. Cunningham of Vander- 
bilt University, Nashville. Professor Cunningham. 


REPORT OF THE INTERIM COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON 
MEDICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTING AND 
INDEXING, UNESCO. 

Mrs. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM: Mr. President, General Streit, Colonel 
McNinch and Members of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library, and Guests: Before reporting on the conferences in Europe, I want 
to say just one word about what obviously seems the possibility that a seman- 
tics problem has been added to the problems of bibliography, that is in re- 
lation to the word, “‘control’. I have been very interested in the splendid docu- 
ment that has been turned out from the Library of Congress in Mrs. Murra’s 
report, which was entitled “Bibliographical Plarning’’. It seems to me biblio- 
graphical planning and coordination are the things really meant; I went over 
that report substituting “coordination” —rather less than correlation—for the 
use of “control” throughout the paper and found it did not alter the sense at 
all and maybe more adequately explained what we needed. In the meeting held 
near Paris last summer, which I attended, the group there specifically asked 
that in planning the entire program for meetings on bibliography which they 
were hoping would be held in this country for a year, the word “bibliographic 
control” not appear on the program, as it had such an unhappy connotation for 
our friends overseas. 

I am reporting on two conferences and in order to avoid confusion I am going 
to take them up separately, but I am going to summarize their conclusions 
together. 

|Mrs. Cunningham’s paper will be found on page 125 of this issue.] 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you very much, Mrs. Cunningham, for this very compre- 
hensive report. The next report will be made by Dr. Ebbe C. Hoff on the 
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Surgeon General’s Committee on Medical Indexing. I thought that it might 
be pertinent to read an excerpt from the Officer Order establishing this com- 
mittee, which reads: 

“This Committee will study the indexing requirements of modern medical science and the 
publications of the Army Medical Library as devices to satisfy those requirements. Studies 
will include other publications designed toward the same or similar objectives, and will include 
considerations of user requirements, types of users, purposes for which indexes are prepared, 
coverage, frequency of publication, format, and probable cost of publication. At all times the 
requirements of the Army Medical Library as a library, as contrasted to a publication agency, 
will be borne in mind.” 


So, you can see the order establishing the Committee is comprehensive and 
broad. It is interesting to observe the activities of this Committee in relation 
to the activities of the UNESCO Library of Congress Bibliographical Planning 
Group. I take it that you have all picked up the report prepared by Kathrine 
Oliver Murra on this matter, which was published as an appendix in the Library 
of Congress Information Bulletin, September 13-19, 1949. Later, if Mrs. Murra 
is here, we will anticipate her participation in the discussion. 


REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL’S COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL 
INDEXING 


Dr. Esse C. Horr: Dr. Leake, General Streit, Members of the Association 
of Honorary Consultants, Ladies and Gentlemen: As Doctor Leake pointed 
out, our Committee on Consultants for the Study of Indexes to Medical Litera- 
ture was established by an order from General Bliss, The Surgeon General, 
on July 7, 1948. It was established under the chairmanship of Dr. Lewis Weed 
and continues now under the chairmanship of Dr. Leake. You may be inter- 
ested just to hear the list of the membership, so that you will see who the people 
are who form this Committee. The Committee was originally constituted as 
follows: 

Dr. Lewis H. Weed 

Dr. John F. Fulton 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey 

Dr. Chauncey D. Leake 

Dr. William S. Middleton 

Dr. Ebbe C. Hoff 

Dr. Eugene W. Scott 

Dr. Mortimer Taube 

Mr. Ralph R. Shaw 

Miss Janet Doe 

Dr. Morris Fishbein, ex officio 
Colonel J. H. McNinch, ex officio. 


[Dr. Basil G. Bibby, Director of the Eastman Dental Dispensary, and Mr. 
Verner W. Clapp, of the Library of Congress, have since been added to the 
Committee.] 
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Our Committee met for the first time on Friday, the 24th of September, 
1948 and I propose in the interest of saving time to review only very quickly 
the deliberations of the committee in five meetings which were held during 
the first year, and the sixth, just yesterday. 

At the first meeting, Colonel McNinch reviewed for us the history of the 
Index-Catalogue, the Index Medicus, the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, 
and the Current List. At that time Colonel McNinch felt that we could not 
know a priori what doctors wanted or needed, and that this or other problems 
relating to medical indexing ought to be approached through actual research 
on the subject; and it was for this reason, amongst others, that the order 
establishing our Committee was associated also with the establishment of a 
contract with Johns Hopkins University to provide for research on this and 
similar subjects. 

Now, there were approximately eight major questions that Colonel McNinch 
proposed to our Committee, stating that he would like to have answers on 
these: 

1. What are the indexing requirements of modern medical science? 

2. Does the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus meet these requirements, 
does any one of the three indices in existence, or all of them? 

3. What modifications of existing publications are necessary to meet these 
requirements? 


4. What are the characteristics of a good index, with reference to standardized 
subject-headings, with reference to periodicity, with reference to cumulative 
issue, with reference to format and printing characteristics? 

5. What are the possibilities of using mechanical devices to accelerate index- 


ing? 

6 & 7. These concern the cost of a satisfactory index; and it was given to the 
Committee as a responsibility by the Surgeon General to advise him as to the 
responsibility of the Federal Government to provide funds for such pur- 
poses. 

8. What should be the fate of the present publications, if it appears advisable 
to replace them? 

Now, the Committee was obviously not able to agree on answers to such 
questions as these without some sort of instrument for research, and for this 
purpose Dr. Larkey’s project was established. 

Our second meeting in November was again held in the Library, and at 
that time Dr. Fishbein was able to be present. Dr. Fishbein gave a very com- 
prehensive summary of the history of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, 
its present status, and the problems faced by the group that are publishing 
and getting out this index. Dr. Fishbein was particularly open and frank and 
cooperative in his discussion of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, its 
problems, and its use. I think Dr. Fishbein’s view is that if any more adequate, 
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or appropriate, or suitable index can be established, his group is perfectly willing 
to throw their effort into the hopper, so to speak, so that one index, if it were 
better, could do the job. 

One of the questions that our Committee has had to discuss and still has to 
consider is whether there should be one rather large, comprehensive index, 
or whether there should be a number of specialized indices, or whether there 
should be both. The question of the definition of the word “comprehensive” 
is also an important one and it is obvious that a truly comprehensive index, 
in the sense of an index that indexes every publication, let us say, every article, 
is neither practicable nor perhaps even desirable. 

At our second meeting we also had the advantage of a report by Miss Freyder 
of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus staff; we also had a report by Dr. 
Mayer of the [ndex-Catalogue; and were, as you see, thus gathering information 
about the functions and programs of the existing indexes. 

Miss Kuch made a report on the Current List, and we had a later report in 
greater detail by Dr. Seidell, who stated that the great advantage of the 
Current List is its currency. Indexing must be current. It is wasteful, and some- 
times dangerously wasteful, when we do not have ready access to current in- 
formation in research. I think that during the war we were aware of that in the 
field of aviation medicine, a field in which European libraries had during the 
thirties gone far ahead of us in many respects. We were not informed of the 
existence of their work in all of its details; it was scattered all over and was 
not available; and one of the jobs that had to be done was to make it available. 
I think that making certain material available in that case, for instance, must 
have saved a considerable amount of needless duplication of effort. So, currency 
is of great value, and we understand it as such. 

At our third meeting we were guests of the Science and Technology Project 
of the Library of Congress. This meeting was notable for the fact that Dr. 
Larkey gave a preliminary report of his project. At that time we established 
subcommittees for the study of special problems: Dr. Leake became chairman 
of a sub-committee on the need for medical indices; Miss Doe was made chair- 
man of a sub-committee designed to study the use of medical indices; Dr. Fulton 
became chairman of a sub-committee to discuss and consider the scope and 
coverage of medical indices; and a fourth subcommittee under the chairmanship 
of Dr. Taube was established to study techniques of indexing. This last com- 
mittee we consider of particular importance, because it may indeed be that 
one of the reasons why our current indexing methods fall back is because our 
techniques are not adequate for the volume of the material to be indexed. One 
of the points that Dr. Fishbein has brought out in our committee is that the 
methods do need reconsideration in the light of modern needs. 

We had a report on methods of medical subject-heading in the Library of 
Congress by Mrs. Sarah Mayer, and a report on the Science and Techology 
Project by Dr. Mortimer Taube. Dr. Taube has made a considerable study of 





SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 113 


mechanical methods in connection with his work at the Library of Congress, 
and he demonstrated these to us. 

The fourth meeting was at the Library, and there we had reports of these 
various subcommittees which I have mentioned. The interim report of the sub- 
committee on need for medical indices under Dr. Leake’s chairmanship in- 
dicated that he had made sample polls on the need for medical indices, obtaining 
ideas from different individuals, and had found that opinions varied con- 
siderably. 

Our fifth meeting was also a meeting concerned with reports. Professor 
Cunningham reported on the meetings of the Interim Coordinating Committee 
on Medical and Biological Abstracting and Indexing held in Paris in April. 
We also had at that meeting a demonstration by Mr. Shaw of mechanical 
devices. (I should like to point out that we moved at that time that it was the 
consensus of this committee that indexing of medical literature is a matter of 
prime importance in the handling of medical literature and that this point of 
view be transmitted to the UNESCO conference, and I am sure that it was.) 
Mr. Shaw demonstrated for us the Rapid Selector, which he has been develop- 
ing, sometimes called the Bush Selector. 

At the sixth meeting yesterday it became apparent that our deliberations 
have been narrowed and more concentrated, and we are now studying recom- 
mendations for the conversion of present bibliographical programs at the 
Army Medical Library. I think that the Committee, in general, believes that 
it is the responsibility of the Army Medical Library and of the Government 
to support an indexing system; and I think that we are convinced of the need 
to develop this new indexing system perhaps slowly, making use of and modify- 
ing what we have in existence, rather than scrapping completely existing plans. 
[Applause. | 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Dr. Hoff, for this report on the activities of the 
Committee on Medical Indexing. The last speech of the symposium will be a 
description of the results accomplished by the research project at the Welch 
Library of Johns Hopkins University under the direction of Dr. Larkey. 
Following the discussion of reports of this symposium, there will be a short 
recess. We will resume the program at the conclusion of the recess. I hope 
that we will be able to start the recess at about twenty minutes to four. That 
does not give Dr. Larkey the kind of time he should have for full discussion 
of the remarkable results he is affording us through his activities and those of 
his associates. However, I think Dr. Larkey can summarize it very promptly 
and effectively for us. 


REPORT ON THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY RESEARCH 
PROJECT 


Dr. LarKEy: Dr. Leake, Fellow Consultants and Guests: Last year I re- 
ported to this group that there was a contract under negotiation for a research 
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project at the Welch Library. That contract was signed shortly thereafter. 
The work started in November and I will give here a very, very brief progress 
report of the work of the project to date. There will be no conclusions; we have 
not reached any conclusions yet. We have tried to be as objective as possible 
in our work. 

We have been very fortunate in the staff we have been able to get together 
for the project. Miss Helen Field, of the Army Medical Library, was granted 
leave to come over and work on the project; we also have Dr. Williamina 
Himwich, a trained medical scientist and three other researchers and assistants. 

I will give you the actual statement that appears in the contract and that 
will give you some idea of the work: 

To study the problems of indexing medical literature. To explore the theory and practice 
of subject heading (nomenclature) and classification (coding) as they concern medical litera- 
ture. To explore existing and projected methods, emphasizing machine methods, applicable 
to medical bibliography, operating such pilot projects as may be necessary, and to report on 
the suitability of machine methods in the bibliographic operations of the Army Medical 
Library. 

I think we are all aware—we have heard enough today about it—of the 
seriousness of the problem we have in keeping up with scientific writing. I 
feel this is one of the most serious crises in the world of scientific research. 
Unless we can solve it and solve it adequately, research will be working in a 
vacuum. Last year, we heard from Colonel McNinch of the Royal Society 
Conferences and today we heard of the UNESCO conference. I think there are 
two factors involved: first, the growing amount of literature, and second, the 
inherent difficulties in subject indexing. These are closely interrelated, for as 
the number of articles to be covered gets greater, the difficulties of subject 
indexing are increased. 

As Dr. Hoff has pointed out, some of the problems of the committee have 
been on scope and coverage, and the use of and need for indexes. We have 
been making a study of all present indexes in various ways: in the form of 
interviews with medical scientists, medical workers in various fields, professors 
of medicine, and also medical librarians. I am not going to take much time to 
summarize what we found in the interviews—it was very often what you might 
expect, and very much in line with the ideas that have come out of other 
surveys and questionnaires. One of the interesting things in the interviews is 
that we have gotten random remarks from people on their own initiative, which 
have been very valuable. It is difficult to analyze any of these conclusions 
statistically because the methods of different users vary so much. What would 
be extremely frequent use of an index by one type of worker would be consid- 
ered very infrequent use by another, but we did find out a few things, and again 
what you might expect—the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus is the index 
most used by medical scientists, although they are critical of the delay in publi- 





SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 115 


cation. The librarians, of course, are probably more critical than the scientists. 
The Current List is used definitely less by the group of people we interviewed 
than the QCIM, although it is used more by librarians than medical workers. 
The Index-Catalogue is not used with as great frequency by medical workers, and 
when it is, it is almost always used for historical background. The Index- 
Catalogue is used a great deal more by librarians, and they are enthusiastic 
about it to quite a degree and would not like to see it given up. 

One point uncovered was that the majority of both medical workers and 
librarians felt indices should be more comprehensive, more inclusive; it was 
felt that they should cover a wider field of knowledge. There was criticism 
that many journals are not indexed completely. It was realized that there 
were broad fields where selective indexing would be essential; a few favored 
selective indexing, but it was a small percentage. 

I think the general opinion was, as the Committee stated in the resolution 
passed at the meeting last May, that indexing is of prime importance and that 
the thing we must do first is obtain adequate indexing, and abstracting was of 
second importance to that, but of great importance too. The possibility might 
be that there should be more comprehensive indexing and, on the other hand, 
selective abstracting for certain specialties. 

In addition to the interviews, we have been collecting data on scope and 
coverage. Studies have been made of the coverage by Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus and Chemical Abstracts of journals of importance in the field of 
medicine. We found, on one hand, that there is a great deal of overlapping and 
on the other a great deal of selection of articles within journals. We analyzed 
the subject matter of the articles chosen and of those not chosen for indexing 
or abstracting but we were unable to determine the basis of selection. Selection 
of articles without a clearly stated basis makes it necessary for the medical 
man in almost every instance to use at least two tools for any search he is 
making. This may be necessary and desirable but, in general, the medical 
worker has the feeling that he should be able to rely on a medical index to give 
him complete coverage for journals that he thinks falls within the field of 
medicine. 

Another portion of our research on scope and coverage has been devoted to a 
study of journals outside of the field of medicine such as engineering journals. 
We have analyzed articles of possible medical interest appearing in these jour- 
nals for subject matter, for original contributions not published elsewhere and 
for possible value to medical men. 

One thing we need is a factual basis for decisions as to policy on scope and 
coverage. We need an analysis of a large part, at least, of the world’s medical 
periodicals. Mrs. Cunningham has told you of the proposal through UNESCO 
for a world list. We, as a project, are working along some similar lines primarily 
for our own purposes, but what we do will certainly be of value for UNESCO 





116 HONORARY CONSULTANTS TO ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


and we are cooperating with them as far as our methods fit in with theirs and 
as far as the type of journal we will cover will allow—their field will be larger 
than ours. We are now compiling such lists, basing them first on the list of 
journals covered by the strictly medical indexes, Current List, the Quarterly 
Cumulative Index Medicus, and the Index-Catalogue. 

We then intend to add those journals of possible medical interest covered 
by Chemical Abstracts, Biological Abstracts and other indexing and abstracting 
services; so we will produce a list of which journals are covered by which 
abstracting and indexing services. The number and kind of abstracting and 
indexing services covering the various journals will give us something of a basis 
on which to evaluate the journals. We intend to set these lists up on IBM cards 
so that they can be sorted for various types of analysis. 

The project has also undertaken the study of the principles and systems of 
subject indexing. We have completed a card file of the main headings and the 
cross references in the second edition of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus 
Subject Headings and Cross References. The people at the QCIM office have 
helped us very much by giving us additions to this list. We have also transferred 
to a card file headings and cross references from the first eight volumes of the 
Fourth Series of the /ndex-Catalogue. 

We intend to analyze this body of subject headings in various ways. We will 
study them in alphabetical order, and then throw them into various types of 
classified arrangement to determine what patterns there are in this whole 
system of subject headings, to find out what inconsistencies there are, and to 
see if the difficulties of terminology can be solved. 

We hope these are steps toward standardization, although we realize that 
there can never be a final standard list of subject headings. We may perhaps be 
able to show the lines along which, when a change does come, it can be made 
most rapidly. A classified index of subject headings should eventually be of 
use not only to subject indexers but also to users of subject indexes. We are also 
planning some trial runs of articles through these different arrangements of 
subject headings. We have already begun this with a forty-three-year run of 
articles from the Bulletin of The Johns Hopkins Hospital. We hope to use this 
sample in studies of machine methods. 

All of these steps, in addition to their own value, are essential steps, I believe, 
to the development of codes for machine operations. Much serious research 
must go into the development of any codes for machine operations. I feel that 
to achieve the solution of this very serious problem, it is important that we work 
with other groups, and that all the various aspects of the bibliographical side 
of medical research be coordinated as greatly as possible. [Applause.| 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you, Dr. Larkey. A few of your associates in the Associa- 
tion of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library are greatly in- 
terested in your project and will be glad to help in any way possible. In opening 
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the discussion on this problem I am going to ask, first, if Mrs. Murra is here. 
If not, I will ask Dr. Evans if he would care to comment on the relationship 
of the bibliographic survey of the Library of Congress to the general problem 
of management or planning or control of medical and dental literature. Would 
you care to comment on this? I might say that for our purposes I think we shall 
have to limit our discussions to three or four minutes, is that is possible. 


DISCUSSION 


Dr. Evans: I would like to have Mr. Clapp speak about that, as he is the 
immediate supervisor and knows more about it. 

Mr. VERNER W. C1rApp: I probably know less about it. In simple words, the 
Library of Congress UNESCO study is just another step in the same demon- 
stration of interest in things bibliographical, which have already been reported 
on here with respect to the meetings of the Committees on Medical and Biologi- 
cal Abstracting and Indexing; and that is in general science itself. In other 
words, UNESCO, having started with the particular—the medical and bio- 
logical—is going on to the general, the general field of science, and now in the 
general field of bibliography itself. The Library study is intended merely to 
develop the discussion, to provide a working paper for an international con- 
ference on bibliography and bibliographical control in general, which may take 
place next year. The importance of a working paper, as you all realize, is to 
stop off discussion into fruitless channels by showing what has been said 
before, to bring together and point up the problems, and make discussion 
useful. 

Dr. LEAKE: Thank you very much, Mr. Clapp. Dr. Seidell? 

Dr. ATHERTON SEIDELL: I would like to mention that in view of Mrs. Cunn- 
ingham’s report of the efforts being made to develop international cooperation, 
it is a little surprising, I think, that the Committee to study coordination 
of indexing has not seemed to take any notice of the possibilities of international 
cooperation. As far as I can judge the matter, the attitude is that we in America 
will undertake to make an index for ourselves, and if anybody else wants to 
use it, well, let them use it, but our interest is simply to take care of American 
needs. When I had the privilege of appearing before this Committee, I not 
only discussed the history of the Current List but I especially attempted to 
point out that the Current List is the one means by which international coopera- 
tion is possible. As Dr. Weed has mentioned, the prime necessity is to complete 
an index of the world literature—that is a tremendous job; it is something that 
it is practically impossible for any one nation to do, and I pointed out at the 
time I appeared there that the particular feature of the Current List is that it 
offered possibilities of being divided on a geographical basis; and if it is divided 
on a geographical basis, the job can be done more completely and more prac- 
tically than any one nation can do it. Consequently I am somewhat disap- 
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pointed that I seem to have made no impression whatever, when I appeared 
before your Committee, in bringing out this particular point. 

Dr. LEAKE: I do not think that you are quite aware of what has occurred 
in that respect, Dr. Seidell. You made a very favorable impression; you con- 
vinced the Committee of the importance of the Current List, in showing the 
Committee that the Current List was or is widely used in foreign areas, and 
you showed further what is possible in the way of international cooperation in 
connection with the Current List. You made your point perfectly clear. You 
need not fear, further, that there is not an attempt being made for international 
cooperation—there is; but the decision was reached that it is necessary first 
that all national groups put their own houses in order. Thank you, Dr. Seidell. 

One point was raised in the discussion about which there should be clarifica- 
tion, and that is the resolution of the Committee regarding the prime impor- 
tance of indexing. This was forwarded to UNESCO, and in accordance with 
reports we have received, it was probably a factor in having the committee’s 
name changed to include abstracting and indexing. 

Now, I have placed on the board (referring to blackboard in front of audi- 
torium) four features in what may be called bibliographical planning or han- 
dling of bibliographical material; that is: Abstracts, Indices, Current Lists, and 
Reviews. I think it is rather remarkable that no one has yet mentioned the 
importance of reviews in this matter.It is in the review that the only critical 
comment can be recorded regarding the probable worth or value of a contribu- 
tion. I may be biased in this matter but I am looking at it from the standpoint 
of a working scientist. If there is anything I despise, it is an abstract, which 
virtually following the author’s synopsis, states: ‘1. A new method is described 
for the identification of such and such an acid; 2. The findings and functions 
of such and such an acid in health and disease are described; 3. The possible 
significance of these findings is discussed.” I think the tone of my voice indicates 
what I think of an abstract of that sort; yet that is the sort of thing of which we 
have, in my opinion, entirely too much. If we are going to control, or manage, 
or handle the contributions to knowledge in that way, I think we had better 
forget it. We need more, in my opinion, of the critical examination of contribu- 
tions that can only come under reviews. 

Now, we have in our group of the Association a number of significant con- 
tributors, not only in the scientific aspects of medicine but also in the clinical 
aspects. I am going to try a quick and hurried little stunt to get some informa- 
tion; I am going to ask some of the members of the Association to express an 
evaluation of these four methods that are involved in using reference material 
or contributions, and let us see how they stack up in straight evaluation-1, 2, 
3, and 4. I will stick my neck out first to show where I stand. I will put Reviews 
first ; I will put Indices second; Current Lists third, and Abstracts fourth. Now 
Dr. Fitz is a considerable contributor with long experience. How would you 
evaluate them? 
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Dr. REGINALD Fitz: I would put Reviews first; and then I think for con- 
venience I would put Abstracts second; then I would put Current Lists third, 
and Indices fourth. 

Dr. SEIDELL: Excuse me a minute. How are you going to make reviews 
unless you have complete indices of the literature? 

Dr. LEAKE: We will discuss that in a moment. We are including here such 
things as annual reviews, physiological reviews. Dr. Frazier? 

Dr. CHESTER N. FRAzrIeER: Current Lists 1; Indices 2; Reviews 3; Ab- 
stracts, 4. 

Dr. LEAKE: Dr. Evans? 

Dr. HERBERT Evans: Current Lists; Indices; Abstracts; and Reviews last 
because reviews haven’t the high character you have conferred upon them of 
being critical. Most reviewers suffer from the human frailty of cowardice, and 
the hope for martyrdom is a psychological disorder. 

Dr. LEAKE: A good point is brought out there. But you see there are dif- 
ferences of approach. I am not taking the human factor so much into considera- 
tion. For my own work, if I want a quick survey, I go to a review and take my 
chance. Dr. Viets. 

Dr. Viets: Current Lists come first at present, and Indices second—that 
would be reversed if the indices were up-to-date. Abstracts third, Reviews 
last. What we would like is to have the indices up-to-date and then the indices 
would cover the Current List. 

Dr. LEAKE: Dr. Spector? 

Dr. BENJAMIN Spector: Current List 1; Reviews 2; Indices 3; and Ab- 
stracts 4. 

Dr. LEAKE: Dr. Hoff? 

Dr. Horr: I would put Current Lists first; Reviews second; Indices third; 
and Abstracts fourth. 

Dr. LEAKE: Let’s see who else is here with us. Dr. Larkey? 

Dr. LarkeEy: I am probably too much influenced by all the interviews I 
have had with 126 people. So, I would say Indices first, Abstracts second, 
Reviews third; and Current Lists fourth. 

Dr. LEAKE: Who else wants to make a guess—Bob Stecher? 

Dr. Ropert M. STECHER: Indices first; Abstracts second; Current Lists 
third; and Reviews fourth. 

UNIDENTIFIED: Indices first; Current Lists second; Abstracts third; Reviews 
fourth. 

Dr. LEAKE: You see the kind of scatter you get in this sort of thing. My 
purpose in doing this was simply to call attention to two other features in 
bibliographical matters which have not been, in my opinion, sufficiently em- 
phasized for study, that is, the importance of the Current Lists, and the poten- 
tial or possible significance of the review. 

Dr. GEORGE URDANG: I would say that Annotations are something that 
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should be considered; they have all the advantages but none of the illnesses 
or deficiencies, and if they would be up-to-date, then I would say that first. 

Dr. LEAKE: Let’s have your picture in this, Dr. Urdang. 

Dr. URDANG: I would say Annotations first. 

Dr. LEAKE: You would have another one then. An excellent example there, 
of course, is the medical bibliography or annotated reviews is J.S/.S. (Added 
“Annotations” at top of his chart on blackboard.) 

Dr. URDANG: Indices second; Abstracts third; and Current List fourth. 

Dr. Leake: Dr. Dittrick? 

Dr. Howarp Dirrrick: Current Lists first; Indices second; Abstracts third; 
and Reviews fourth. 

Dr. LEAKE: I think you can see the kind of spread that you get with the 
character of interest of the workers in this field. Is there any further discus- 
sion? I realize, of course, that this is a matter that you could go into at consider- 
able length. I think the discussion today emphasized for all of us the importance 
of the type of study that is being made by the Committee. 

There will be a recess for five minutes. 

[Following is a copy of the chart which Dr. Leake put on the blackboard]: 


Annotations 
. * 
Abstracts Indices Current Lists Reviews 





XXXX XXXXXX xx 

XXX XXXXX x xx 
xx XXX xx 
x xx 


[Recess] 


Dr. LEAKE: There will be two features of the dinner session this evening: 
one will be an address of appreciation by Dr. John Fulton, first president of 
the Association of Honorary Consultants—a speech of appreciation of the 
work of Colonel McNinch. The address of the evening will be given by Dr. 
Detlev W. Bronk, President of Johns Hopkins University, who has shown so 
great an insight into and so remarkable a regard for the problems and activities 
of the Army Medical Library. 

Now, for our session concluding the afternoon, first, there will be a paper by 
Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian entitled ““Thomas Windsor, Benefactor of the Army 
Medical Library”, and before I present Dr. Schullian, I call attention to the 
proof of the catalog of incunabula and manuscripts in the Army Medical 
Library at the Cleveland Branch, which has been prepared by Dr. Schullian. 
I will place these on the exhibit table in the hall, so you can see them there, 
and ask Dr. Schullian if she will be good enough to pick them up from there 
after the meeting. Here I wish to again pay my respects to those serious and 
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hard workers of the Army Medical Library who are responsible for the History 
of Medicine Division, and compliment Dr. Schullian, in particular, for the 
splendid work she has done. I take pleasure in presenting Dr. Schullian to the 
Association. [Applause] 

[Dr. Schullian’s paper appears on page 135 of this issue.] 

Dr. LEAKE: We are very grateful for this delightful account of the great 
benefactor of the Army Medical Library. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND OTHER BUSINESS MATTERS 


We have some business matters to consider before we hear what the plans 
are for the future of the Library from the new Director. The business involves 
the election of officers. As provided, the slate of nominees for the 1949 annual 
meeting has been prepared by the Nominating Committee and is indicated on 
the last page of the program for this meeting. The nominations of the Nomina- 
ting Committee are: 

For Secretary: Frank B. Rogers, M.D. 

Major, Medical Corps, U. S. Army 

Army Medical Library 

Washington 25, D. C. 
For the Vacancy in Raymond B. Allen, M.D. 
the Executive President, University of Washington 
Committee: Seattle 5, Washington. 
A motion is in order. (It was moved and seconded that the nominations of the 
Nominating Committee be accepted and the Secretary be instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot.) 

Dr. LEAKE: You have heard the motion and the second to it. All in favor, 
say “Aye”’. 

Cuorvs: Aye. 

Dr. LEAKE: Are any opposed? [Pause.] The motion carries and the Secretary 
then is instructed to cast the ballot as indicated. 

We express our compliments and thanks for the efficient work of Colonel 
Joseph H. McNinch, as Secretary of the Association, and welcome the new 
secretary. It gives me pleasure to welcome at this time the new members of 
the Association by virtue of their appointment as consultants: Dr. Frazier, 
Professor of Dermatology at Harvard, will you stand? Dr. Frazier is well known, 
I think, to all of you for his delightful contributions not only in the professional 
field but on historical subjects as well. 

Professor Urdang from Wisconsin, Director of the Historical Institute for 
Pharmacy of the University of Wisconsin, is well known to all of you for his 
important contributions in his field. 

There is a proposal of interest and importance which has been made with 
respect to the Army Medical Library. This has been made by Admiral Calver, 
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a member of the Building Committee, one who is paying very close attention 
to the problems of the Army Medical Library. This proposal is that a national 
registry be established for medical research projects and that the Army Medical 
Library undertake the preparation of such a registry. I think that one can 
see here an expansion of the proposals for the development of the Army Medical 
Library along certain service lines. 

This morning the Association at the business meeting adopted a resolution 
which was offered by Admiral Calver, concerning the building program. This 
resolution, which was prepared by the Building Committee and endorsed by 
the Executive Committee, commended the action of the Secretary of Defense 
in requesting the General Services Administration to undertake the building of 
an appropriate home for the Army Medical Library, and urged the Administra- 
tor of the General Services Administration to proceed promptly with obtaining 
an appropriation, preparing plans, and erecting the building. In this resolution 
the question of the location of the proposed building was purposely omitted 
with the object in mind of having the matter thoroughly studied by all those 
who were concerned without commitment from the Association. This appeared 
to be the wise thing to do. 

The Executive Committee has also prepared another resolution and I will 
ask that copies be distributed. This resolution is designed for the purpose of 
protesting the placing of the management of the Army Medical Library under 
some other agency of government, and for requesting that the Army Medical 
Library become a civil function of the Army. The resolution is as follows: 
(reading) 

WHEREAS: The Management Advisory Group has recommended to the Department of 
Defense Management Committee the placement of the Army Medical Library under another 
agency of government; and 

WHEREAS: It is the considered judgement of the Association of Honorary Consultants 
to the Army Medical Library, Inc., that: 

a. Such placement is not in the interest of the development of the Army Medical Library 

as an essential service agency for the organized civilian medical profession of the nation; 

b. Such placement is not in the interest of the armed forces in that it denies direct recourse 

to essential materials for the following military purposes: 
1. Medical Intelligence; 

2. Medical Research and Development; 

3. Medical Education and Training; 

. In view of the confused and ill-defined responsibilities of government in the fields of 
federal medical care and national library service, any change in placement of the Army 
Medical Library would effectively interrupt for an indefinite period its progress toward 
reorganization; 

. The Department of Defense Management Committee has not sufficiently explored the 
possibility of making the Army Medical Library a civil function of the Department of 
the Army, with appropriations removed from the military budget of the Department, 


and submitted independently to the Congress: 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That this Association, representing the interest of 
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the American medical profession in the Army Medical Library, urge the Secretary of Defense 
and the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to retain the Army Medical Library within the 
Department of Defense, to provide for its continuing direction by the Surgeon General of the 
Army on behalf of the Surgeon Generals of the Navy and the Air Forces, and to the greatest 
benefit of the medical services of the government and the genera] medical profession of the 
nation, to declare the Army Medical Library a Civil Function of the Department of the Army, 
and to take appropriate action to transfer its budgeting activities out of the military appropria- 
tions and into civil functions appropriations, and to retain the Library’s present establishment 
for a period of at least five years, thereby guaranteeing it stability and opportunity for success- 
ful development during a critical period. 


This resolution is brought to you by your Executive Committee with a recom- 
mendation that it be passed. The motion that it be passed is made by your 
Executive Committee. [The motion was seconded.] 

Dr. LEAKE: You have heard the motion and you have heard the second to it. 
I will emphasize again what I said before in appreciation of Dr. Evans’ support 
of the activities and work of the Army Medical Library. I think you can all 
appreciate how important it is, how necessary it is, that the Library of Congress 
understand and appreciate what the Army Medical Library is doing. It is 
extremely helpful to have the wholesome and whole-hearted interest and 
attention to the affairs of the Army Medical Library, as displayed by Dr. 
Evans and his associates. Is there any discussion of the resolution? If not, 
all who are in favor will say “Aye.” 

Cuorus: Aye. 

Dr. LEAKE: Are any opposed? [Pause.] The motion carries and the Secretary 
is instructed to see to it that copies of the resolution go to the Secretary of 
Defense and the Director of the Bureau of the Budget. 

Now, I call to your attention the mimeographed abridgment of the annual 
reports for the fiscal year 1948 and 1949 prepared by Colonel McNinch and Mr. 
Scott Adams. These were distributed this morning and I think probably other 
copies can be made available. 

I also call to your attention the very splendid discussion of the development 
of a comprehensive medical historical library, as proposed by Dr. W. J. Wilson 
of the Cleveland Branch of the Army Medical Library. This is a splendid 
analysis of this problem, and I commend it to you for your attention. 

I also call to the attention of the members of the Association the very re- 
markable reports and analyses which have been made of the activities of the 
Army Medical Library by Mr. Adams. These have been of tremendous aid 
to the various committees, groups, and officials who are interested in the 
progress and development of the Library, and I here pay tribute to the work, 
and the thought, the time and the effort which Mr. Adams has devoted so ef- 
fectively to these important problems. 

With this, then, we turn to the last item on our agenda for the afternoon— 
that is, a consideration of the future plans and possibilities of the Army Medical 
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Library. I am happy to present to you the new Director of the Library and the 
new Secretary of this Association, Major Frank B. Rogers. 

[Major Rogers’ paper appears on page 145 of this issue.] 

Dr. LEAKE: Major Rogers, you have given us a very remarkable statement 
of your picture of the problems, plans, and future possibilities of development 
of the Army Medical Library, and we hope that you will put on your armour of 
might, take up your shield and buckler, adorn yourself with a sword, and go 
to it—we are all behind you. When you come to take the armour off, we hope 
it will not have been in vain. 

We convene at seven o’clock for cocktails and dinner at the Officers Club. 
The Meeting is adjourned. 

[Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.] 


THE ANNUAL DINNER 


The sixth annual dinner of the Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library was held in the Officers Club, Army Medical Center. 
Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, President of the Association, was toastmaster. 

Dr. John F. Fulton, Professor of Physiology at Yale University School of 
Medicine, gave a speech of appreciation of the work of Colonel McNinch, 
outgoing Director of the Army Medical Library. Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, Presi- 
dent of Johns Hopkins University, gave an inspired address on ‘“‘The Results of 


Research’’. 





Medical and Science Abstracting: Con- 
clusions and Recommendations from Two 


International Conferences 


By Emeen R. CUNNINGHAM 


Professor of Medical Library Science and Librarian 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Nashville, Tennessee 


, a conferences on science abstracting were held in Paris during June, 
1949; both were sponsored by the Natural Sciences Division of UNESCO. 
The first was the meeting of the Interim Coordinating Committee on Medical 
and Biological Abstracting with Dr. Hugh Clegg as Chairman, and the other, 
the International Conference on Science Abstracting with Dr. Alexander King 
as Chairman. Both conferences came to similar conclusions on many points; 
on a few topics, they differed. 


SECOND MEETING OF THE INTERIM COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL 
AND BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTING, JUNE 1-4, 1949 


The program for this meeting was efficiently planned and organized by Dr. 
Irena M. Zhukova, Head of Applied Sciences, Natural Science Section of 
UNESCO. A series of interesting papers were presented, which with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Conference, will be published, (4). Other reports of this meeting 
are also available, (5), (22). 

Several important decisions were made: 

1. Decision to continue the Commitiee on a permanent basis. After a frank 
summary of the Committee’s work by the Chairman, followed by full discussion, 
it was decided to continue the Committee on a permanent basis under its 
present relationship to UNESCO. The decision was made because it was real- 
ized that it has done much, during the brief period of its existence, to stimulate 
an interest in the problems connected with the indexing, abstracting, and pub- 
lication of scientific literature, and that its activities have had important results 
which are sometimes intangible and difficult to evaluate. During the past 
two years it brought together persons from several countries to discuss prob- 
lems common to all; it has steered away from what, in the beginning, were 
local and personal problems, to a broader concept of what is needed to ab- 
stract medical and biological literature adequately. It has also made us aware, 
in the words of Dr. Joseph Needham, that “the unification of abstracting is one 
aspect of the general rationalization of scientific publications on a world-wide 
scale.” 

125 
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It has also provided a stimulus which has resulted in certain practical achieve- 
ments; for example, the lack of polyglot dictionaries in various disciplines was 
pointed out at one of the Committee’s earliest meetings; now a report to 
UNESCO on “Interlingual Scientific and Technical Dictionaries” by Dr. J. 
E. Holmstrom is available (13). For years we have had no adequate modern 
French-English medical dictionary; now Professor Lépine’s French-English and 
Veillon’s French-German-English dictionaries are in press (17), (28). 

The need for bibliographic information centers was pointed out at the 1948 
meetings of the Biological and Medical Committee. A Center was started on a 
small scale at the Bibliothéque National, and within a year an information file 
giving the location and holdings of 5,000 foreign periodicals in Paris libraries 
was available by visiting or phoning the Serials Department of the Library. 

The various publications and discussions of bibliographic planning (9), 
(10), (24), (25), (1), (20), and the published accounts of the meetings of the 
Committee (6), (11) have had a stimulating effect which is already resulting 
in the publication of some national bibliographies and union lists of periodicals. 
Without UNESCO’s aid and interest, these developments would not have taken 
place so rapidly, if at all. 

The Committee has been handicapped in achieving more rapid, practical 
results by two factors: (a) lack of funds to implement the Committee’s recom- 
mendations; and (b) the factor of human nature—after the first glow of op- 
timism fades, and it is necessary to translate generalities into practical applica- 
tions, it is only natural that the abstracting services tend to react against 
change. It is going to require concerted effort for a long time before much con- 
crete achievement can be expected. 

2. Decision made to change Committee’s name to ‘‘Coordinating Committee on 
the Abstracting and Indexing of Medical and Biological Sciences.” A resolution 
from the U. S. Army Surgeon General’s Committee on Medical Indexing urged 
that the Interim Committee consider medical indexing as well as abstracting. 
The members realized that indexing is of primary importance to the medical 
profession and for research, and while they also realized that the problems 
of indexing are not entirely comparable to those of abstracting, it was felt 
they were closely enough related to warrant enlarging the scope of the Com- 
mittee’s activities to include them. 

The Committee appointed Professor M. W. Woerdeman and me to act as 
the Committee’s official representatives during the International Conference 
on Science Abstracting, and I was instructed to present a summary of the 
Committee’s conclusions to the Conference (8). 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE ABSTRACTING JUNE 20-25, 
1949. 


This Conference was well organized by Mr. J. B. Reid, Program Specialist 
of the Science Section of UNESCO. Approximately 150 representatives and 
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observers from 26 countries, the occupied areas, the United Nations, 35 inter- 
national organizations, and from five United Nations specialized agencies, were 
present. 

The U. S. Official Delegation consisted of three voting delegates: Mr. Verner 
W. Clapp, Library of Congress, Chairman; Dr. Evan Crane, Editor of Chemical 
Abstracts; Dr. J. Murray Luck, Editor of Annual Reviews; and three advisers: 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Chairman, Medical Library Association’s Com- 
mittee on Abstracting; Dr. J. E. Flynn, Editor of Biological Abstracts; and 
Dr. Eugene W. Scott, Interdepartmental Committee on Research and Develop- 
ment. Also present as consultants and observers were Mr. Norman T. Ball, 
Technical Information, Research and Development Board; Mr. John E. Bur- 
chard, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Dr. Dwight E. Gray, American 
Institute of Physics; Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Johns Hopkins University, 
representing the Army Medical Library; and Mr. R. H. Phelps, Engineering 
Society Library. For further details several other reports can be consulted 
(2), (21). 

In addition to the plenary session, the Conference was divided into eight 
working committees, and Dr. Thérése Grivet’s exhaustive eighty-page study 
(12) formed the basis for discussion during their meetings. Another excellent 
report by Varossieau (27) was one of the documents distributed to delegates. 

The Conference made certain recommendations: 

1. Subject Committees. UNESCO should, in cooperation with appropriate, 
international groups and interested special agencies of the United Nations, 
aid in setting up subject committees to work on abstracting and other biblio- 
graphic problems. Those suggested were: (a) physics and engineering, (b) 
pure and applied chemistry, (c) agriculture and applied biology. UNESCO 
would offer these committees facilities similar to those already extended to the 
Coordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing of Medical and Biologi- 
cal Sciences. 

2. National and regional committees. It was recommended that national and 
regional committees be set up to consider similar problems. They should oper- 
ate on a voluntary basis and the operative cost kept low. They would be free 
to correspond directly with each other, with the subject committees, with 
UNESCO, with the international scientific unions and with any other groups 
they chose. Their primary function would be to insure that scientific publica- 
tions issued in their own region or country were properly listed and abstracted, 
scientists adequately supplied with abstracts of papers published in foreign 
countries, and scientists stimulated to become more familiar with the abstract- 
ing journals in their field. 

3. Advisory committees. Dr. Grivet’s report had suggested the establishment 
of an International Coordinating Office for Science Abstracting, (ICOSA) 
which was to operate either within UNESCO or as an independent body 
affiliated with it. A number of the national delegations had been instructed, 
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from the start, not to support such an organization; therefore, it was never 
considered seriously by the Executive Committee of the Conference, nor was 
it discussed from the floor. Instead, a small “Provisional Advisory Committee,”’ 
elected by the Conference, was recommended to confer with UNESCO about 
the implementation of the Conference’s recommendations and while national, 
regional, and subject committees are forming. It is to function for one year 
after the publication of the Conference Report and any succeeding committee 
will be convened by UNESCO in consultation with the national, regional, and 
subject committees.! 


RECOMMENDATIONS From BotH CONFERENCES 


Consideration of the user’s point of view was discussed at both conferences, 
and was especially stressed at the meeting of the Interim Committee on Bio- 
logical and Medical Abstracting. Abstracting services are used chiefly by two 
groups, each of whom approach the problem from slightly different angles: 
the scientists and the librarians. During the meeting of the Interim Committee, 
Professor P. Lépine (18) spoke for the scientists, and I presented the viewpoint 
of the librarians (7) based on a statistical analysis of 185 replies to a question- 
naire sent to approximately 450 representative medical librarians in the United 
States, Canada, and foreign countries. There was a surprising agreement on 
important points, the votes of the foreign librarians usually following the same 
pattern as those of their American colleagues. 

There was also great similarity between the viewpoints of the scientists and 
librarians. With the increasing volume and complexity of scientific literature, 
delay in publication and inadequate coverage by bibliographic services, scien- 
tists are turning more and more to the librarian for help; therefore, the opinion 
of the librarian as an aid to scientists becomes increasingly important. The 
preferences of these two groups of users can be summarized as follows: 

1. Rapidity of publication. All agreed this was one of the most important 
features for an indexing or abstracting service. 

2. Type of abstract. The librarians as well as many scientists preferred the in- 
formative type of abstract to the shorter, indicative type. The International 
Conference recommended that abstracts should not contain criticism either 
favorable or unfavorable because it is not possible adequately to be critical 
within the brief compass of an abstract. 

3. Annual indexes and author lists. All were emphatic in insisting on good, 
cumulated, annual indexes for each volume of an abstract service to appear 
promptly after the close of the volume. Author lists in all unbound issues were 
considered essential. 

4. Standardization of bibliographic rules and form. Scientists, librarians and 
editors agreed on the advisability of standardization of form to facilitate the 


1 For membership of this Committee see: Science 110:386, October 7, 1949. 
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interchange and use of abstracts. The International Conference recommended 
a study of the draft recommendations of Technical Committee 46 of the Inter- 
national Organization for Standardization (15) with a view to cooperating 
with it and following its decisions as far as practical after their adoption. 

The Interim Coordinating Committee on Medical and Biological Abstracting 
voted to adopt the following bibliographic form suggested by Dr. Isabella 
Leitch (16): author’s surname and full initials; place where work was done; full 
title of paper as in original, or a transliteration; a translation of the title (not 
necessarily literal); the name of the journal, date, volume, and pages. This 
was the order which seemed to be preferred by librarians and scientists, and 
is the usually accepted bibliographic form. It differs from the accepted American 
usage only in the position of the date. It is not followed by Chemical Abstracts 
or by some of the British services; therefore, agreement may be difficult to 
obtain, even on this simple point of standardization. 

5. Improvement of standards for original scientific publications. Editorial in- 
sistence on greater precision and uniformity of terminology in scientific com- 
munications would be of great aid to abstracting services and readers alike. 
Both the Interim Coordinating Committee and the International Conference 
urged that UNESCO promote standardization of terminology. Dr. Lwoff 
(18) pointed out the need for uniformity in symbols, abbreviations, and chemi- 
cal formulae; and in cases where proprietary or local names are used, their 
scientific equivalents should also be given. The metric system should be used 
for weights and measures and the centigrade system for recording tempera- 
tures. 

The International Conference recommended that all original articles include 
synopses in English or French, the editor-in-chief of the journal assuming 
responsibility for their adequacy, whether prepared by the author or not. 
Re-publication of such synopses should be permitted automatically whenever 
an abstracting service wished to use them. The ‘“‘Guide for the Preparation of 
Synopses” prepared by the Abstracting Services Consultative Committee, 
Royal Society, London, was suggested as a basis for discussion for the prepara- 
tion of a standard guide for editors and authors. 

It was further recommended that editors and authors collaborate in making 
titles of scientific articles descriptive and concise. If not an original work, edi- 
torial symbols should be used to indicate whether the work is a review, discus- 
sion, or criticism of already published work. 

6. Complete coverage of a subject field. The majority of users preferred to have 
a particular subject field covered as completely as possible, rather than by 
selective abstracting; the librarians were practically unanimous on this point. 
The International Conference urged (a) complete coverage of all papers con- 
taining new information, and (b) provision of separate sections in abstract 
journals for information concerning new technical apparatus and equipment. 

7. Extension of abstracting facilities. Both conferences were aware of the 
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needs and the magnitude of the task. It is estimated that approximately 
50,000 scientific journals are being published and that 1,850,000 scientific ar- 
ticles appear yearly. In order to bring information regarding this vast output 
of literature to the scientist, there must be well coordinated services. The 
conferences recommended: (a) extension of indexing and abstracting services 
in fields of pure and applied science now inadequately covered; (b) considera- 
tion of the publication of abstracts in languages in which abstracting services 
do not exist at present, especially in the languages of countries where agricul- 
tural and nutritional problems are acute; (c) elimination of unnecessary duplica- 
tion. 

8. The free exchange of scientific literature. Both conferences recognized the 
importance of the free interchange of scientific literature between countries 
and realized that abstracting both depends upon it and facilitates it; both urged 
UNESCO to continue to promote this interchange in every possible way. 

9. Cooperation among abstracting services. Both groups urged the development 
of cooperation between the various services by means of exchange of abstracts 
and original material for abstracting. Agreement on the subject field and 
services of each is also necessary in order to prevent waste of money and 
effort. 

10. Regional bibliographic centers and depositories for published and unpub- 
lished work. Both Conferences recommended the promotion of regional centers 
to serve for locating periodicals, books, and other documents available within 
the region. Such centers should be equipped with photocopy and microfilm 
facilities. The publication of regional union lists should be promoted, such as 
those recently published in Portugal and Mexico (26), (23). Sometimes impor- 
tant articles are not suitable for publication inentirety, particularly those having 
many tables and much experimental data; suitable depositories should be 
available for them, equipped with photocopying service; abstracts of such 
articles should indicate location of the full text. 

In addition to the recommendations mentioned above, the Conferences made 
some definite and exact proposals for certain projects. 

1. Lists of scientific periodicals. The International Conference advocated (a) 
the publication on a regional or national basis, of lists of current scientific 
periodicais and serial publications in a manner permitting continual revision to 
be made available internationally for the preparation of consolidated world lists 
or subject lists. (b) The Coordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing 
of the Medical and Biological Sciences recommended the immediate publication 
of a list of medico-biological journals with symbols indicating which are ab- 
stracted by the various services represented on the Committee. The list is to be 
jointly published by UNESCO and WHO. It is hoped that publication will 
be in 1950, and work has already been begun. 

2. Handbook of abbreviations and symbols. The Coordinating Committee also 
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asked UNESCO to promote the collection of information on the abbreviations 
and symbols used in medical and biological literature already approved or 
published, and having collected this information, consider its publication in a 
form suitable for the use of abstracting services, editors, and scientists. 

3. Directory of indexing and abstracting services. The International Conference 
recommended that UNESCO promote the publication at five-year intervals, 
of a directory of indexing and abstracting services, giving adequate detailed 
information. A preliminary publication of this type, prepared by the Inter- 
national Federation of Documentation and listing current abstracting services, 
formed one of the documents of the Conference (14). 

4. Adequate bilingual and polyglot dictionaries in the field of science. Both 
groups asked UNESCO to promote, where needed, the preparation of adequate 
bilingual or polyglot dictionaries for all fields of science and technology, also 
the publication, at appropriate intervals, in collaboration with the scientific 
unions, of lists of new terms in science and technology with definitions and 
translations. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The recommendations and projects outlined here represent a program which 
it may take the next five years or more to accomplish. For those who chafe 


at the fact that more immediate results are not possible, I want to point out 
that international cooperation is a long, slow, painstaking process, subject to 
unpredictable fluctuations resulting from changing conditions beyond the con- 
trol of any one group. All too often those interested at first in international 
work, become discouraged and disappointed, dropping support and effort just 
at a time when a real foot-hold has been gained. Chances for the slow, steady 
progress which results from the more patient approach are then lost. 

A resolution passed by the National Research Council’s Committee on 
UNESCO at its meeting in June, 1949, and which had its inception in a pro- 
posal made by Dr. Maurice Visscher, suggested that perhaps two or more exist- 
ing abstracting agencies might be induced to follow a plan laid out by unbiased 
experts and designed to ensure the prompt and reliable abstracting of world 
literature in biology and medicine. Such a plan would require subsidy, and as 
a preliminary step, a group of technical experts should be requested to as- 
certain the cost. The UNESCO Secretariat could then be urged to include this 
item in the budget for the earliest year such a plan could be put into operation. 
At the same time interested scientists in various countries would be apprised 
of the situation and requested to urge their delegations to support the plan. 
It is obvious that some subsidy will be required if subscriptions to indexing 
and abstracting services are to be kept within reach of scientists and libraries. 
The one weakness of the plan is that it relies entirely on UNESCO for funds. 

A slower method, but one that might meet with eventual success would be 
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for the National Research Council’s Committee on Abstracting to stimulate 
the medical and biological groups who benefit from better abstracting and in- 
dexing of their subject fields to study available abstracting services in the light 
of recent developments and UNESCO’s interest in the problem, in order to 
determine, from the users’ standpoint, what services are most deserving of their 
support. Medical societies and medical scientists should realize that in order 
to obtain good services they will have to put much personal interest into the 
problem. It might be highly desirable for a medical society to back a section 
of some non-profit service covering their particular specialty. They should 
promote support for that service which impartial survey shows is best meeting 
the needs of the profession in this country. This could be done by promoting 
individual section subscriptions and recommending comprehensive subscrip- 
tions for the libraries in their locality. Self support is, after all, the best means 
of subsistence for any service. Perhaps we need to follow the example of the 
chemists who have set up a “Division of Chemical Literature” within their 
association; though only two years old, this Division has 725 members. 

The medical abstracting services which have sprung up after the war are 
still so new that it is difficult to study them as adequately as has been possible 
with older services, such as those of chemistry, physics, and biology. However, 
the time is rapidly nearing when an effective survey could be made. If begun, 
librarians, bibliographers, physicians, and scientists should be included on its 
advisory board, and it should have an educative function as well as that of 
fact finding. Users of material often do not take into consideration factors of 
coverage versus price in considering values received for their money. In making 
such a survey statistics derived from a study of reading habits, based on ques- 
tionnaires, as well as the personal interview or opinion method, are of value. A 
pooling of both methods would probably give the best results. With the results 
of such a survey available, perhaps a stronger appeal could be made for aid in 
establishing what is needed. A national program of this kind should be carried 
out in close cooperation with the Coordinating Committee on Abstracting and 
Indexing of Biological Sciences so that projects already undertaken and planned 
in other places could be dovetailed into the program. It would be a pity to 
duplicate work and expense. 

Now that UNESCO is sponsoring a general Advisory Committee and new 
subject committees, it will be increasingly important to have the medical pro- 
fession aid and endorse the efforts of any committees, national or international, 
which are working on medicine and biology so that these subjects will continue 
to receive adequate consideration. 

It is also to be hoped that, although the importance of national and regional 
committees is recognized, these Committees, in turn will work in cooperation 
with international committees, lest we will fall back into the pattern of the 
prewar years with each country developing along completely individualistic 
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lines without much regard for the picture as a whole. This would certainly be 
unfortunate. 
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Thomas Windsor, Benefactor of the 
Army Medical Library 


By Dorotuy M. ScHULLIAN 


Army Medial Library Branch 
Cleveland, Ohio 


lL, THE summer of 1910, John Shaw Billings, then serving as Librarian 
of the New York Public Library, was making one of his frequent jaunts to 
Europe. He visited Holland and England, and undertook a special and mel- 
ancholy excursion to Manchester in deference to a last request of his friend 
Thomas Windsor. Writing from London on August 16 to Dr. Robert Fletcher 
of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, he sets forth in blunt and laconic 
fashion the result of that excursion: 


I...have just returned from Manchester. Windsor left about 20,000 vols. all very dirty, 
and second-rate copies—piled on the floors of the rooms in a rather small house. He began 
in one corner of a room and piled until the floor was covered, then began on another. About 
1000 vols. were medical—and these were together. . .I selected about 60 volumes. . .There 
is nothing very valuable. They will be sent to you in a month or two.! 


If this seems on the surface faint praise for a collector whom we are calling 
today a benefactor of the Army Medical Library, if the curtness of the letter 
appears even to convey a sense of ingratitude, the explanation is not far to 
seek. The favors of Thomas Windsor to the national medical library over a 
period of forty years needed no reiteration between two men who knew them 
as well as did Billings and Fletcher.? What they merit now is an abundant and 
too long delayed appreciation on the part of present-day friends of the library. 

It was on March 31, 1874, that Billings, avid for every opportunity to en- 
rich the library’s collections, wrote to the Manchester Medical Society to sug- 
gest an exchange of duplicates. His letter reached, some weeks later, the hands 
of Thomas Windsor, who for eighteen years had had charge of purchases and 
exchanges for that society.* Thomas Windsor was that admirable combination 
of medical man and bibliographer which, as often as it occurs, singularly benefits 


1 Most of the letters used in this paper are from the archives of official correspondence of 
the Army Medical Library. They are cited by date, and unless otherwise specified are from 
Windsor to Billings. 

2 Since Dr. Fletcher will not be mentioned again in this paper, it may be noted here that 
Windsor in his letters to Billings repeatedly sends regards to him and his wife. It is evident 
from letters of August 31, 1883, and February 5, 1884, that he went to great trouble to find 
for Dr. Fletcher in the London bookshops a choice edition of Chaucer. 

3 Letter of April 23, 1874. 


135 





136 DOROTHY M. SCHULLIAN 


both professions.* Son of John Windsor,‘ a highly regarded general practitioner 
of Manchester, he became in 1853 a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
and in 1854 Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries. In 1856 he received the 
diploma of the Manchester Eye Hospital.* His early practice was general and 
included clinical posts at various Manchester hospitals; later, after postgrad- 
uate training at clinics in London, Paris, and Berlin, he attained an enviable 
reputation as an ophthalmologist. His publications are mainly but not solely 
in the field of ophthalmology.’ 

During all the period of his active practice Windsor must have wrested 
from his daily routine every spare moment he could to indulge his bibliographic 
inclinations. His knowledge of French and German enabled him to do an enor- 
mous amount of abstracting and translating from medical journals in those 
languages. Notebooks of a later date show that he was in the habit of recording 
methodically, often with summaries of content and appropriate quotations, 
books and articles of both a medical and a general nature.* His services to the 
library of the Manchester Medical Society evoked in 1862 a formal expression 


4 The fullest treatment of Thomas Windsor’s life is contained in Edward M. Brockbank’s 
Centenary History of the Manchester Medical Society (1934) 75-86. I am much indebted to Dr. 
Brockbank for his profound assistance in connection with this paper. He knew Thomas 
Windsor and has provided much information on both “Tom” and his father. In a letter of 
October 10, 1949, he corroborates Billings’s testimony on the crowded conditions of Windsor’s 
house, saying that because of the piles of books it was very difficult to move about in the 
rooms and halls. Obituaries of Thomas Windsor occur in Lancet, April 30, 1910, 
1231 and Brit. Med. J., June 11, 1910, 1422. 

5 Biographisches Lexikon der hervorragenden Aerzte 6 (1888) 294-5. 

* This diploma, signed on September 18, 1856, by four surgeons, one of whom was his 
father, is among the elephantine folios of the Army Medical Library. 

7 They include: 

Original notes of Dr. W. Hunter’s lectures on anatomy, physiology, and surgery. 7 pp. 
Graefe’s three memoirs on iridectomy in iritis, choroiditis, and glaucoma. Translated by T. 

Windsor. In: New Sydenham Society. Selected monographs. 1859. 

Report on surgery. In: New Sydenham Society. Year-book of medicine, surgery, and their 

allied sciences, for 1862, 177-320. 

Report on surgery. In: New Sydenham Society. Year-book of medicine, surgery, and their 

allied sciences, for 1863, 179-336. 

Report on surgery. In: New Sydenham Society. Year-book of medicine, surgery, and their 

allied sciences, for 1864, 194-352. 

Report on ophthalmic medicine and surgery. In: New Sydenham Society. Biennial retrospect 

of medicine, surgery, and their allied sciences, for 1865-6, 353-367. 

The treatment of wounds of the eye by suture. Manchester Med. and Surg. Reports, 1871. 8 

Pp. 

Atropine in the treatment of short sight. Liverpool and Manchester Med. and Surg. Reports. 

1873. 4 pp. 

The transmission of influenza. Brit. Med. J. 1 (1891) 1174-5. 
Biography of John Arderne, Bull. Johns Hopkins Hosp. 5 (1894) 67. 

Windsor was also co-editor of the Ophthalmic Review for a number of years. 

8’ The Army Medical Library has his manuscript bibliography on diseases of the eye, 652 
pages, and a miscellaneous notebook on his general reading, 1873-1888, 178 pages. 
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of the obligation under which that society was laid by his unceasing efforts in 
its behalf. And year by year he was carefully and wisely building his own col- 
lections. 

The letter of Billings suggesting an exchange of duplicates could hardly have 
reached a more responsive recipient. Negotations were initiated at once. As 
soon as the first lists could be made at the two institutions, boxes of books 
started across the Atlantic in both directions. The exchange involved also items 
from Windsor’s personal library.’ Specific conditions of exchange were set up’® 
and accounts rendered at stated intervals. A typical box which reached Man- 
chester in November, 1874, contained 148 volumes and 64 pamphlets." It is 
not difficult to conceive the gains which accrued to the Library of the Surgeon 
General’s Office from equivalent shipments to Washington made steadily and 
with painstaking care over a long period of years. 

In 1878, at the age of 47, Windsor retired from active practice. “I have been 
since the beginning of the winter,” he writes to Billings on May 17, 


much out-of-heaJth and overworked. I have now resigned my appointments at the Infirmary 
and the Owens College, and am going in a few months to give up private practice for a time. 
I am indeed doubtful whether I shall ever return to it. 

He had also by this time largely surrendered his active responsibilities in the 
Manchester Medical Society. It was the Library of the Surgeon General’s 
Office which benefited by both these moves, for Windsor devoted more and 
more of his time and bibliographical knowledge to its enrichment. He seems 
to have been constantly on the watch for items suitable to it, and to have under- 
taken the search for any special titles requested by Billings. Buying as he did 
two and three thousand volumes at a time on some of his trips to London,” 
he was in a splendid position to act as the library’s agent abroad. His letters 
to Billings are filled with suggestions both on acquisitions and on general 
library practice. “I see,”’ he writes, “that the 3d volume of the ‘Catalogue des 
Sciences Méd.’ of the Bibl. Nationale has at length appeared.” Or, 

It struck [me], when reading your address on medical bibliography, as strange that you had 
not Haller’s Bibl. Botanica. It includes all the early herbals, and should certainly be in your 
library." 

On one occasion, in answer to a complaint regarding a book thought lost, he 
offers a suggestion intended to prevent such derelictions in the future: 


I expect you will find that the volume I sent is among your duplicates or lost. Why not keep 
an accession book, so that you can trace every scrap of paper from its entry.!§ 








® Letters of August 27, 1874, June 3, 1876, and March 19, 1879. 
1 Letter of August 27, 1874. 

11 Letter of November 9, 1874. 

2 Letter of June 2, 1887. 

13 Letter of November 9, 1889. 

14 Letter of March 16, 1884. 

16 Letter of November 10, 1886. 
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Again, 


Have you instituted a scrap-book at the library? Small articles, anecdotes about medical 
men, biographies of medical men. . .often appear in literary journals, or newspapers, and are 
worth preservation. If mounted in such a scrap-book. . .they could be referred to, instead of 
being lost as is usually the case. I send you one as a specimen."® 


This is the bibliographer speaking, but the cataloguer also spoke: 


In respect to the use of cards or separate leaves of paper for cataloguing, I find the plan men- 
tioned and usually recommended in almost all the German works on the management of 
libraries to which I have access.!7 


The present Cataloging Division will wish that this recommendation had been 
adopted in the year in which it was transmitted, 1877. 

In two other activities of the library Windsor took a very special interest. 
He made several bibliographical contributions to the department “Notes and 
Queries” which was printed at intervals in the early issues of the Index Medi- 
cus.* And above all, he followed carefully, volume by volume, the progress of 
the Index-Catalogue. His interest in this publication had had an inauspicious 
beginning. The supplement to the third volume of its predecessor, carrying a 
list of contributors to the library, had omitted his name, and on May 11, 1874, 
he had written to Billings: 


I do not find my name, nor does that matter, except in so far as I sent to your library about 
3 years ago a parcel of perhaps 30 volumes, and should like to know whether it ever arrived. 


In addition, though he expressed great admiration for the Specimen Fasciculus 
which Billings sent to him in 1876, it was his considered judgment that the 
earlier alphabetical catalogue should not be reprinted ‘however combined.’ 
But when Volume I of the /ndex-Catalogue reached him in 1881, he applied to 
it the adjective “wonderful,””® and thereafter, as volume succeeded volume, 
his praise was unstinted for this ‘very valuable addition” to medical liter- 
ature,” this ‘‘splendid” catalogue with its “stately volumes.” He would not 
have been the bibliographer he was had he not conscientiously listed for Billings 


16 Letter of March 16, 1884. 

17 Letter of April 9, 1877. 

18 Letters of March 19, 1879; June 4, 1879; February 3, 1880; February 5, 1884; Index 
Medicus 1 (July 31, 1879) 372; 1 (October 31, 1879) 515; 2 (Gctober 31, 1880) 468; 5 (Decem- 
ber 1883), 608; Fielding H. Garrison, Join Shaw Billings (1915) 226. 

Letter of June 3, 1876. In Brit. and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review 60 (October 
1877) 408-413, under the title “United States Medical Library” Windsor reviews the follow- 
ing publications: Photographs illustrating rare books in the National Medical Library (Inter- 
national Exhibition of 1876, Medical Department, U.S. Army) 2 vols., Philadelphia, 1876; 
Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, U.S. Army, 3 vols., Washington, 1873- 
74; Specimen fasciculus of a catalogue of the National Medical Library. .. Washington, 1876. 

2 Letter of March 9, 1881. 

21 Letter of December 5, 1887. 

2 Letter of November 4, 1885. 
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such errors as he found in the various volumes, including the spelling of his 
own name without the letter ‘“d.’’ 

It was to be expected that so detailed a correspondence between two men 
of kindred tastes might soon transform into friendship what had been origi- 
nally only a business relationship. The tone of strict formality which at first 
pervades Windsor’s letters to Billings is soon softened. Visits between the two 
men strengthened the bond of friendship. In 1876 and on subsequent oc- 
casions” Billings was in Manchester. Windsor visited this country in the spring 
of 1881,” and again in 1882,” 1885," and 1891.” There were long bibliographical 
sessions in Washington while he pulled on the pipe to which he was so devoted.*° 
He evinces repeatedly in his letters a concern not only for the health of Billings 
but also for the well-being of his entire family. “How is Master John getting 
on?” he asks in one letter of 1886.*! Or again, 


I am sorry to hear that you think there is some lung mischief in your daughter and hope you 
may prove mistaken. I need not tell you that medical errors are innumerable:—still it is 
best to look rather at the dark side, and take precautions which may, perhaps, prove un- 
necessary.* 


To Mrs. Billings Windsor is courtesy itself even as he inquires whether she 
is finding phosphorus paste effective in her battle against cockroaches.* He 
himself feels ‘‘a certain sceptical inclination about the single application of the 
remedy.’ Billings he can twit for affixing a 5-cent stamp to a parcel instead 
of a 2-cent one, “a most culpable inaccuracy in a scientific man,’”** or cheer- 
fully encourage when the going is hard: 


I hope you have come to the end of your present troubles, and not as the Irishman began 
his speech in the House of Commons, ‘The greatest of misfortunes is generally followed by a 
greater.’#® 





23 Letters of December 21, 1882; June 12, 1883; February 19, 1886; November 10, 1886; 
December 5, 1887; December 31, 1887; June 20, 1889; April 6, 1892. 

% Letter of December 19, 1876. 

25 On July 8, 1896, Billings wrote from Manchester to his wife, “I am here for two days 
with Mr. Windsor, who is convalescing from a slight fever and is in bed, but not really very 
ill.” (Garrison, op. cit. 294.) 

26 Letters of April 21, 1881, and June 12, 1881. 

27 Telegram of April 17, 1882; letter of April 27, 1882; receipt of May 6, 1882. 

% Letters of July 26, 1885, and August 4, 1885. 

* Letters of July 26, 1891, and August 11, 1891. 

* On his fondness for the fragrant weed see letters of November 28, 1881, and April 27, 
1882, and the letter of February 1, 1884, from his brother, which is preserved in the Army 
Medical Library in the portfolio containing Windsor’s notes on John Arderne. 

31 February 19. 

2 Letter of November 28, 1881. 

33 Letter of November 22, 1882. 

4 Letter of December 19, 1882. 

% Letter of October 3, 1882. 

% Letter of January 30, 1883. 
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And he is ready with sage advice, accumulated in the hard school of experi- 
ence,” when Billings inclines to the purchase of that mechanical marvel of the 
age, the bicycle: 


You say in your last letter that you are thinking of a bicycle. I think the thought a good 
one, still it requires some consideration if you are to avoid useless expense and trouble. The 
use of a bicycle has to be learned, and you will find it not quite so easy as it looks. I do not 
know whether there is a bicycle school in Washington, where you can get proper assistance. 
If there is, learn there, till you can mount, dismount, and run the machine without any diffi- 
culty. If not, you require a capable friend, and a suitable place; the trouble and the risk of 
falls will be much greater. Can you hire a ¢fricycle, or occasionally borrow one? If so, begin 
with that, and increase your distance gradually, till you can run ten or 15 miles at a moder- 
ate pace without fatigue. Don’t buy till you have fully tried the exercise and are sure that 
you will make efficient use of the machine. Again you must remember that cleaning and 
keeping the machine in good working order will have to be arranged for. . .If you don’t look 
well after it, it will soon go to ruin.* 


Bicycles may seem far removed from bibliography and benefactions, but the 
friendship which we are following was a potent factor in Windsor’s devotion 
to the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office. The devotion included, in 1883, 
the hope that President Arthur might appoint Billings to the vacant post of 
Surgeon General.*® When he did not, the hope was deferred in these lines: 


I trust you will get the S.G. next time. You should do all to secure it.” 


Billings of course neither secured it nor received it, but the work of the 
library continued. With all the good intentions in the world, however, with a 
marvelous bibliographical knowledge and a deep friendship for the director of 
the library, Windsor could not have served the library as he did had he been 
subject to any serious financial restrictions of his own. One does not retire at 
47, buy two and three thousand, volumes at a time in London, journey often 
(and not on Fellowships!) to the United States," flit even on book business 
from New York and Washington to Boston,* Philadelphia,“ Cincinnati,“ 


37 For his excursions by tricycle and bicycle, in which he covered distances of 30 or 40 
miles “without any particular fatigue,” see letters of June 12, 1883; January 14, 1887; Sep- 
tember 15, 1887; November 5, 1887; May 5, 1888; July 15, 1888; November 13, 1888; No- 
vember 28, 1888; November 9, 1889. 

% Letter of April 29, 1887. 

® Letters of October 26, 1883, and November 20, 1883. 

Letter of January 6, 1884. 

41 In the miscellaneous notebook on his general reading Windsor made frequent notations 
concerning the United States, as on pp. 38 ff., 59, 70. 

“ Letters of June 12, 1881; August 4, 1885; August 11, 1891. With Dr. James R. Chadwick 
of the Boston Medical Library Windsor had cordial relations, and he is responsible for a 
number of volumes now in Boston. See letters of May 17, 1878; July 26, 1885; January 11, 
1888; August 10, 1888; December 27, 1888; September 17, 1889. 

#8 Letters of April 27, 1882; July 26, 1885; August 11, 1891. 

Letter of June 12, 1881. 
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Chicago,** St. Louis,** propose to a friend like Billings excursions to the Adiron- 
dacks,*” Western Virginia,** Lake Superior,*® Colorado, Jamaica and Cuba," 
make an adventurous journey to Russia, plan extended visits to India® or 
China,™ one does not, I say, do this without sufficient income. The sources of 
Windsor’s income are not altogether clear. He probably had a comfortable in- 
heritance from his father. In addition, his canniness in the book trade un- 
doubtedly contributed materially to his circumstances. But he knew the value 
of money and did not waste it. A tailor’s bill rendered in Manchester at Christ- 
mas, 1883, for the preceding year, carries one entry for the pressing of trousers, 
on April 28—cost, one shilling.®* His pleasures were simple—tricycling, swim- 
ming, his pipe, and above all, reading.** He lived with his mother, until her 
death in 1891,’ in a household which included a companion for her, a cook, 
and a housemaid.®* He had a brother John * and a sister,® and he speaks with 
pride of the accomplishments of his nephews and niece in their academic ca- 
reers.* He himself never married. One frugal habit tells us a little more. He 
used constantly for notes the blank sides of any scraps of paper which he hap- 
pened to find in his pockets, and some of them are truly revealing. A form for 
five per cent debenture stock in The Scarborough and Whitby Railway Com- 
pany,” a letter on the payment of dividends on 30 shares of stock in the Con- 


45 Td. 

* Id. 

47 Letters of November 28, 1881, and February 5, 1884. 

48 Letter of February 5, 1884. 

® Id. 

5 Letter of November 28, 1881. 

51 Letter of May 5, 1888. 

582 Lancet, April 30, 1910, 1231. Windsor’s interest in Russia is revealed in letters of March 
30, 1885; May 1, 1885; July 15, 1888; November 13, 1888. 

53 Letters of September 13, 1882; August 31, 1883; October 26, 1883; November 24, 1883; 
March 16, 1884. 

54 See the letter of Windsor from the Provident Life Office, March 5, 1879, in the Arderne 
portfolio. 

55 Preserved in the Arderne portfolio. 

56 Of especial interest is his comment, in a letter of January 14, 1887, on a new work by 
an author born in his native Manchester: “Mrs. Burnett’s ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ is a 
charming book, which kept me up one cold night long after the fire had died down. If you 
see Dr. Burnett, will you give him my congratulations on his wife’s work, and at the same 
time remember me kindly to him.” Mrs. Frances Burnett divorced Dr. L. M. Burnett of 
Washington in 1898. 

57 Letters of July 31, 1887; May 12, 1888; Brit. Med. J. 1 (1891) 1174. 

88 Brit. Med. J., loc. cit. 

59 See the letter from his brother, February 1, 1884, in the Arderne portfolio. 

® Letters of September 15, 1887; August 10, 1888; Brit. Med. J., loc. cit. 

6| Letters of February 19, 1886; January 14, 1887; June 2, 1887; June 8, 1887; September 
15, 1887; May 5, 1888; November 13, 1888. 

® Book list of June, 1883. 
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solidated Kank, Limited, of London,™ another on the transfer of 150 shares 
in the Illinois Central Railway,™ specimens of reversionary bonuses of the 
Provident Life Office of London®*—these give some idea of his financial trans- 
actions. He certainly followed the stock market closely, and the keenness of his 
observation to Billings on November 23, 1885, need not surprise us: 


Now I have told you all the news, I shall only add that I am afraid the sharks are about 
to have a feast of little fish on the N. Y. Stock Exchange. 


I have left to the last mention of the actual gifts which Windsor’s own finan- 
cial independence enabled him, and his friendship with Billings inspired him, 
to make during his lifetime to the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office.” 
They are attested both by passages in his letters and, in many cases, by pains- 
taking notes within the volumes themselves. On May 17, 1878, e.g., he wrote 
concerning Gross’s work on wounds of the intestines, of which he had “a fine 
copy, clean as new, which would be more appreciated as a rarity in the U. S.” 
than in England, and on August 15 of the same year, “You shall have the re- 
fusal of Gross: more probably I shall give it to you some day.” In 1883 he sent 
Harvey’s De generatione animalium: 


I have two copies of the first (London) edition of Harvey: one additionally interesting as a 
memorial of the author, as it appears to have been given by him to his friend John Gravius 


and has a portrait inserted by the latter at the back of the frontispiece. I had the intention 
of some day giving it to your library, but as you are anxious, I send it now. I hope you will 
treasure it; you probably will never obtain any other memorial of Harvey, who as the com- 
mencer (at the real turning point) of modern medical science, must ever be held in esteem. 
You can tell O. W. Holmes of it, when you see him. Of course, I give this: otherwise I would 
not part with it.® 


In 1888 he added to a regular box of exchange and ordered items manuscripts 
of John Hunter’s and Sir Astley Cooper’s lectures, “3 vols. in all which I will 


3 Preserved in the Arderne portfolio. 

* Preserved in the Arderne portfolio. 

65 Preserved in the Arderne portfolio. 

66 Letter of November 23, 1885. In letters of December 29, 1881, October 3, 1882, Novem- 
ber 6, 1882, November 22, 1882, and August 11, 1891, he asks Billings to procure for him 
books on American securities and the cotton market. His interest in trade conditions, indus- 
trial depressions, and economics in general is everywhere apparent. On November 22, 1882, 
he writes, “The great sensation in Manchester is the proposed ship canal, by which we hope 
to very much diminish the carriage of our goods, and if you will allow us, supply you with 
calicoes at the cheapest possible rate.” See also letters of December 17, 1885; August 21, 
1886; and, in the miscellaneous notebook on his general reading, pp. 29 ff. 

67 Brief official recognition of his gifts and bequests occurs in the /ndex-Catalogue of the 
Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, First Series, 16 (1895) iv and Second Series, 21 (1916) 
iv. 

Letter of September 17, 1883. 
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give to the Library.’®* Rabelais’s edition of Hippocrates and Galen and a 
splendid folio manuscript of Serapion were also presented in his lifetime. 
Numerous other manuscripts—a Burckhard von Horneck, a Gérard du Berry, 
a Sacrobosco, a Nicolaus Pol, and, to approach more modern times, Sir Charles 
Bell’s water-color drawings of the arteries—are traced in some way to him. 
In all this the influence of Billings cannot be too greatly stressed. Dr. James 
R. Chadwick of Boston, whose personal library had also been heartlessly pillaged 
by Billings, gave rueful testimony, at the banquet honoring him in Phila- 
delphia in 1895, to the enthusiastic co-operation which Billings was able to 
elicit from his friends and co-workers: 


Mr. Thomas Windsor. . .is another who has succumbed to his wiles, and from the beginning 
has sent box after box of medical rarities culled from his extensive private library, and this, 
despite the fact that he is the most inveterate collector and reader of books, and has a more 
intimate knowledge of them than any living man.” 


The knowledge continued to serve, in Windsor’s later years, the professions 
of medicine and bibliography. On March 3, 1908, Sir William Osler wrote to 
Weir Mitchell in Philadelphia: 


Old Dr. Windsor. ..spent last night—an encyclopaedia of Bibliography. We had a great 
evening together, & I picked up a good deal from him.”! 


So his love of books continued to the end. He died in 1910. He had always 
been in many ways an intense individualist. There has been no time, nor was 
it especially relevant to our subject, to record here his firm and often violent 
opinions on slowness and inefficiency of government,” on blundering officials,” 
on uncooperative library committees” and ignorant and presumptuous sub- 
committees,” on politics in general,” and on religion.” This individualism was 
reflected in the terms of his will. After distribution of his books and after 
sundry bequests to friends and relatives, the residue of his estate, some £20,000, 
was to be used in the relief of suffering in any way which might appear best 
to his executors, provided always that nothing should go to any hospital dis- 


6 Letter of August 10, 1888. 

7” Garrison, op. cit., 285. 

71 Harvey Cushing, Life of Sir William Osler (1925) vol. 2, 117. Cf. Bibliotheca Osleriana 
(1929) no. 6572. Windsor is cited by Copinger, Supplement to Hain’s Repertorium Bibli- 
ographicum, Part II, vol. I (1898) no. 1548, on the 1480 Venice edition of Guy de Chauliac, 
“Copy in the Berlin Libr. said to be unique; but I have seen a copy in Mr. Thomas Windsor’s 
possession.” 

72 See the miscellaneous notebook on his general reading, p. 138. 

73 Letter of December 31, 1887. 

74 Letter of May 17, 1878. 

75 Letter of March 12, 1891. 

76 E.g., letters of May 1, 1885, and November 13, 1888. 

77 See e.g. the miscellaneous notebook on his general reading, p. 32, 34, 78, 118, 123, 148. 
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pensary, or medical society or institution, or to any church or to any charity 
subject to any religious body or sect. His executors were to spend as little as 
possible on his funeral, to invite no one to it, and, if no extra expense were in- 
volved, to order the cremation of his remains. 

There was one further stipulation: no notice of his death was to be inserted 
in the newspapers. But the publicity he is receiving here is of a different and 
I hope more welcome sort. I feel strangely confident that he would earnestly 
wish his services to the Army Medical Library to be known to men and women 
who succeed him today in a common cause, the welfare of that library. 





The Army Medical Library—Problems, 
Plans, and Possibilities 


Major FRANK B. Rocers, M.C. 


Army Medical Library 
Washington, D. C. 


l REMEMBER that on the occasion of Mr. Acheson’s assumption of his 
present office, he was asked by reporters to comment on what he hoped to ac- 
complish. He replied that the time for speaking of accomplishment came not 
with the girding on of armor, but, with the putting off. This seemed to me 
then, and still seems now, to be knowing counsel. But by virtue of lack of 
years, past attainments, and the wisdom which accrues from both, this sage 
advice is not mine to follow. As my only hedge against whatever the future 
may hold, I will have to rely on the remark of John Hunter: “Never ask me 
what I have said or what I have written; but if you will ask me what my 
present opinions are, I will tell you.” 

I will speak of some of the overall problems of the Library. I will take up, 
area by area, some of the special problems, and some of the plans for resolving 
them. As to possibilities—they lie implicit in the size and number of the prob- 
lems, the wisdom of the plans, and the energy with which they are carried 
through, plus an unknown factor or factors which will complete the equation. 

There are certain chronic problems in administration of the Library which 
have been recounted so many times that their impact has been blunted by 
repetition. The problem of space is a good example. Five years ago, when the 
Association of Honorary Consultants came into being, the Librarian estimated 
that a minimum of 30,000 square feet of space would be needed if the Library 
was to survive until the new building was a reality, and for planning purposes 
this date was taken as 1950. In this five-year period, we have actually acquired 
only 5,000 square feet of space. Now there are skeptics who would point out 
that, despite our statement of need, the Library is somehow managing to op- 
erate. They are able to point to a few shelves which are not already filled to 
bursting as evidence that the capacity of our present structure has not yet 
been reached. This is analogous to the bed situation in a hospital; if the sur- 
gical ward is full, it is not helpful to be told that there is room for the new 
gall-bladder case on the contagious ward. To operate efficiently, a library must 
have some flexibility in the use of space; lacking this, as we lack it, crowding 
becomes a drag on every operation. Our catalogers are crammed into an area 
of 40 square feet per person, with books piled high on every desk, chair, and 
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window-sill; and under these conditions, we are asking them to undertake one 
of the most gigantic recataloging operations on which a library has ever em- 
barked. Even the priority of various sectors of the collection for recataloging 
is determined not by the working needs of the Library, but entirely by the 
insistent demand for space; we cannot handle the books in such a way as to 
insure an efficient operation because the shelving problem is prohibitive. In- 
stead, the books must be handled in the arbitrary order in which they now 
appear on the shelves. If the problem were delimited at this point, it would not 
be so bad, but it is not; it excites endless reverberations throughout the rest 
of the Library. The longer the recataloging program takes, the more tedious 
and difficult and expensive will be the searching operations of the Acquisition 
Division, and the more baffling and costly will be the work of the Reference 
Division. The problem plagues every element of the Library’s work. 

During this same five-year period, real gains have been made in recruiting 
a staff of adequate size and quality. We have today a staff three times as large 
as the staff of five years ago. For this I am thankful; I hope I will be pardoned 
if I point out that this has made our space requirements all the more acute. 
Our need is not only for space; it is for unified space. All of the staff of a great 
library must have constant and ready access to its catalogs and to the living 
and growing part of its collections. When we acquire, as we did recently, half 
of an abandoned temporary barracks across the street, there is a momentary 
sense of relief as we stack piles of books and journals on improvised shelving, 
though not without some misgivings for the strength of the flooring which was 
never designed for such purposes. The misgivings are multiplied when, with 
great reluctance, we consign a priceless art collection to a temporary building 
which leaves much to be desired in the way of fire protection, to put it mildly. 
And there is nothing but continued anguish in seeing attempts at efficient 
management sabotaged daily, as, week in and week out, in fair weather and 
foul, carts of materials are hauled back and forth across a busy thoroughfare. 
Our current estimates indicate that we will need a minimum of an additional 
70,000 square feet of space for the next five years; if ground were broken for a 
new building tomorrow morning, the problem would not be solved. I do not 
know the answer; I know only that we must find one, and quickly. 


ACQUISITION 


During the past few years the Library has been notably successful in acquir- 
ing materials, large both in volume and importance. Our acquisition policy 
has undergone some scrutiny, and can stand quite a lot more. No library in 
this day can be sufficient unto itself in its collecting habits, and though it is 
the natural, to some extent inevitable, and not altogether undesirable trait of 
the good librarian to develop his grasping tendencies to the full, the complete 
flowering of such a tendency can only result in disaster. No library can live 
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entirely to itself. We have had arrangements as to respective fields of interest 
with the Library of Congress for many years—in fact, since Billings’ day. These 
arrangements need to be re-examined, and redefined. We need to reach some 
well thought-out agreements with the Library of the Department of Agri- 
culture—it does not make sense to see two large collections on veterinary 
medicine growing a few hundred yards apart on Independence Avenue. We 
must re-examine our own internal collecting policies. Medicine is perhaps the 
oldest organized scientific discipline, and as such its earlier years are marked 
by the fact that it spanned the field. There is a sense in which this is still true, 
and there is another sense in which this is now false. As a physician, I share 
the natural bias of the profession, and tend, I suppose, to see medical aspects 
in everything; as a medical librarian, I am sure that it is necessary to set some 
arbitrary limits. I think it will be wise for the Army Medical Library to reduce 
its procurement of books in peripheral fields. We must have some works on 
entomology, but it would be well for us to leave serious efforts in this field to 
the Department of Agriculture; and though recurring business cycles of pros- 
perity and depression may have as much to do with the incidence of tuber- 
culosis as does the anatomy of Koch’s bacillus, we will be well advised in not 
attempting to rival the Library of Congress holdings in economics. There are 
knotty problems involved here, on some of which it is certain we shall founder. 
But the knowledge that our discriminatory powers are somewhat less than per- 


fect does not justify a failure to use such powers of discrimination as we have, 
to the best of our abilities. 


CATALOGING 


To discuss cataloging is like drawing a line and daring the other man to 
step over. For a long time now, cataloging has been the whipping boy of the 
library profession. Cataloging and catalogers have had their generous supply 
of sins, no doubt; but it is fruitless to attribute to them all our woes. Cataloging, 
more than any other area in librarianship, has been caught between the upper 
and the nether millstones of rising personnel costs and the growing flood of 
print. The mood of exasperation, even of desperation, so often encountered in 
discussions of cataloging is understandable. And there is only a chilly sort of 
comfort in realizing that the Army Medical Library is by no means alone in 
its need to go to the mat with the problem, and wrestle it to a finish. 

It is a truism to say that what is needed is simplification. The trouble is 
that, like the weather, many people talk about it, but few do anything. That 
is not really a fair statement; great strides forward have been made, as exempli- 
fied in the LC-ALA rules just issued, and particularly in the LC Processing 
Memorandum No. 60. It is a source of some satisfaction to realize that for 
some years the Army Medical Library has been in the foreward ranks of the 
simplifiers. I hope and expect that we will continue in this position. 
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It is easy to talk glibly in this vein about simplification; but simplification 
is not simple. It is again a truism that different libraries have different needs, 
and cataloging needs are no exception. It is precisely when the issue of co- 
operative cataloging is raised that the thorniest problems reveal themselves. 

The Army Medical Library has had cooperative cataloging agreements with 
the Library of Congress, on an off-again on-again basis, since 1916. In 1946 
the cooperative agreement was very extensively widened, only to be suspended, 
at our request, in the Spring of 1948. Now the two libraries have re-opened 
discussion on this matter, and there seems to be every prospect that we will 
again be supplying cooperative copy to the Library of Congress before very 
long. There are problems. It seems unlikely that negotiations will falter over 
such mountainous trivialities as the fact that the Army Medical Library no 
longer measures the size of its books, while the Library of Congress continues 
to find this desirable. There are weightier matters which will be more difficult to 
compromise. There is, for example, the problem of entry for hospitals. The 
Army Medical Library wishes to continue its practice, begun under the auspices 
of the 1941 ALA rules, of entering hospitals under the name of the place in 
which they are located. Current ALA rules, however, call for entry under place 
only when the name of the hospital is not distinctive. For a medical library, 
such a practice is not profitable; consider only, by way of illustration, the 
problem raised by hospitals bearing the names of saints. We have currently 
some thirty different entries for hospitals, in different places, variously called 
St. Joseph, St. Joseph’s, St. Joseph Mercy, St. Joseph’s Mercy, and so forth. 
It is such problems which will have to be resolved before the cooperative cata- 
loging program will become a reality. 

It is easy, and entirely false, to view negotiations such as this between the 
Library of Congress and the Army Medical Library in a melodramatic light, 
picturing the two libraries as wary opponents, backing and pawing for ad- 
vantage. Such a view is completely off the mark. In all our discussions with the 
Library of Congress, we could not have wished for any more earnest desire 
for cooperation than we have in fact received. For itself alone, after all, the 
Library of Congress stands to gain very little; what we both stand to gain is 
an increased opportunity to be of service to other libraries and other library 
users everywhere. And in rendering this service, rather than feeling that we are 
offering some large gratuity to other libraries out of the goodness of our hearts, 
I know that we both shall feel that we are doing no more than fulfilling a part 
of what is our bounden duty, making good the reason for our existence. 

I have felt that it was worthwhile to mention cooperative cataloging at some 
length, because what we are pointing toward is no ordinary arrangement. What 
we are looking forward to is an agreement on a very large scale. Should our 
discussions prosper, as I have every reason to expect they will, we will be in 
the position of supplying a quantity of cataloging copy which is considerably 
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larger than that supplied by any other library in the country. Such a program 
will inevitably result in some increased cost to us; how much of an increase, 
only time can tell. In this period of reorganization, when we are trying to raise 
ourselves by our bootstraps, I look with concern on any increase in our burden, 
howsoever large or small. Had I any doubts about the supreme merit of this 
proposition, I could not in good conscience go forward with it. I have no such 
doubts. 


CLASSIFICATION 


Of all the areas of cataloging, classification is the most controversial. To my 
mind it is also the least important, which makes doubly regrettable the amount 
of bloodshed over it. I have stated elsewhere my position in this matter; for 
several reasons which I believe to be both good and sufficient, we have agreed 
to disagree with everybody. We will go ahead with a revised and cut-down 
version of the W schedule. The controversy over classification systems will 
continue forever; for the time being, the operational policy of the Army Medical 
Library is fixed, and we will consider no further changes. We must get our 
books processed, and we cannot accomplish this under policies which are 
reconsidered and changed from day to day. Once our entire collection is re- 
cataloged, once the day arrives when every volume in our collection is dis- 
tinguished by a unique call number, then will the time have come when re- 
consideration of the classification problem is justified. I see no bar, at some 
future date after the reorganization of our collection has been completed, to 
further discussion on the integration of our classification patterns with those 
of the National Library. 


REFERENCE 


In the realm of public services, the Library has shown continuous growth. 
Figures on circulation, interlibrary loans, and photoduplication services have 
constantly increased. It was a fortunate circumstance when the Library was 
early prompted to place increased emphasis on photoduplication. We are now 
and to a great degree must always be a mail-order library. Photoduplication 
therefore gives us vastly increased possibilities for extending our services more 
widely. 

I have mentioned first the items that can easily be counted. Reference 
services are the bane of the time-and-motion study-minded librarian. How to 
equate number of reference questions answered, or number of bibliographies 
compiled, with actual work load? The bibliography containing a hundred 
references may, and perhaps often does, represent less work than one with half 
as many entries. 

Thought I cannot support my position by citing statistical data, I have been 
impressed by what I consider an unduly high percentage of trivial or incon- 
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sequential reference questions which we are called upon to answer. In many 
cases it is impossible to judge the importance or relevance of the question asked. 
But making due allowance for this group, there are many others which partake 
of the nature of questions asked on a quiz program. The Army Medical Library 
is maintained by public funds, and any library so supported is obligated to 
make its resources widely available. We cannot examine the credentials of every 
user of the Library, nor do we wish to. But there is a problem of policy here 
which must be faced; to what extent can we take on all comers, to what extent 
does this effect the help we are able to offer to the smaller group we are primarily 
equipped to serve, and to what extent are the real services we can supply to 
the larger group effective only in a secondary, derived fashion, stemming from 
our service to the smaller group of workers in the medical sciences? We must 
try to find the answer here; I hope we can discover ways and means of answer- 
ing minor queries more cheaply. And I hope we will be able to devote a large 
proportion of our effort to the compiling and publication of bibliographies on 
subjects of timely interest, following the example of the Library of Congress 
and the Library of the Department of Agriculture. 


History OF MEDICINE DIVISION 


So far as the History of Medicine Division is concerned, there is one over- 
whelming problem—that which arises by virtue of the fact that we are sepa- 
rated by these several hundred miles. This separation brings into being the 
dilemma of field organization as it exists everywhere—the problem of having 
to repeat in miniature in the field much of the organizational pattern of the 
parent institution; the rise of dual lines of control, from administrator to ad- 
ministrator, and from technical specialist to technical specialist; and the im- 
perfect coordination which results therefrom. With the best will in the world, 
something is inevitably lost between Washington and Cleveland, and between 
Cleveland and Washington. It is my desire to bring the History of Medicine 
Division back to Washington at the earliest possible moment. This cannot be 
done until we can provide satisfactory housing, and that, in turn, cannot be 
provided short of the day when the Library acquires its new building. 


INDEXING PUBLICATIONS 


The direction of the attack the Library has made on its problems in con- 
nection with its published indexes has been detailed earlier in the program. 
The problems are not merely, or even largely, library problems, they are prob- 
lems of the scientific world as a whole; the Library is involved in that it has 
in the past been the agency through which one segment of the larger problem 
has been attacked. I believe that in the future the Library should maintain 
that réle; I do not believe that it is either possible or desirable that we should 
continue to try to play our part along the same lines as have obtained in the 
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past. Yesterday I presented my views in this matter in more detail to the 
Committee on Indexes; I do not wish to restate them in such detail now. I 
am quite ready to say, however, that the needs of the present are different 
from the needs of seventy years ago, and that blind adherence to the methods 
of seventy years ago is not adequate to meet the exigencies of the present. This 
is not the same as saying that past experience provides no basis for future 
action. It would be foolish to deny Billings’ undeniable genius in producing the 
Index-Catalogue; it would be exhibiting considerably less courage than Billings 
exhibited, if in 1949 we believe that things as they have been and are are the 
best possible expression of things as they might be. 

I have recounted some of the problems of the Army Medical Library, and 
their bearing on plans, necessarily fragmentary, for the future. What of possi- 
bilities? No man can now know; this must wait for the day of the putting off 
of armor, when the future has become the past. When that day comes, I hope 
I shall be able to report that the Army Medical Library has indeed become 
the National Medical Library, as Billings always insisted it was and should be; 
that we have not squandered the enormous resources and opportunities which 
were ours, but have used them to the full in the best interest of those who 
“remain close, heart and hands, to the problem of disease.” 





A Selected List of House-Organs for Bio- 
Medical Libraries 


By Davip A. KRronick 
Librarian, Western Reserve University School of Medicine Library, Cleveland 6, Ohio 


Plcome ceca include a multitude of company publications ranging 
from the small ephemeral leaflet, which does no more than describe the com- 
pany’s latest product, to the beautifully illustrated and printed publications, 
which are of permanent interest to the library collection. In distinction to the 
trade journal, which is independently published for the members of a certain 
line of work or specialty and which would by definition, I suppose, include even 
such publications as Industrial and Engineering Chemistry or Human Fertility, 
the House-organ is published by the manufacturer himself as a part of his ad- 
vertising or public relations program. 

They are for the most part of ephemeral interest only, and publish little 
more than brief reviews of literature which appear in other media. The library 
may not wish to preserve or bind many of them, but they do provide a colorful 
and attractive supplement to any library collection, and may sometimes have 
the additional advantage of providing a browsing library patron with a refer- 
ence he may not have gotten otherwise. Some of them, like Ciba Symposia 
which publishes essays on medical history and medical curiosa deserving a 
permanent place in any medical library collection, provide authoritative articles. 

Printer’s Ink in its list classifies the House-organ in three different categories 
(1) the internal which is published principally for the employees and sales staff 
and consists largely of shop and employee news and promotional material. (2) 
The external which is published for the trade or specialty, and is like the radio 
program in the sense that we have to pay for our information by listening 
to the commercial, but which in many cases is most unobtrusive, and (3) the 
combined. 

The accompanying list of house-organs is by no means exhaustive, but it does 
include many of these publications which may be of interest in the bio-medical 
library. 


. Brief summaries and abstracts from current literature. Review articles, unsigned. Many 
color illustrations. 

. Addressed to veterinarian. Short articles on small animal practice. Abstracts from recent 
papers. 

. Short articles about chemical news, laboratory devices. 
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Published since 1910. Signed articles on opthalmological subjects. Illustrated in color. 
. Abstracts of papers on endocrinological subjects appearing in current journals. 

. Signed articles on topics of chemical and biochemical] interest. Laboratory techniques and 
procedures. 

. Use of Bausch and Lomb equipment in teaching. Some signed articles. 

. Articles by staff members dealing with optics and optical instruments. 

. Reviews and summaries of research information concerning nutrition and foods. Bibliog- 
raphies. 

. Biographical sketches of scientists. Articles on laboratory equipment and supplies. 

. Lengthy articles on history of medicine, medical curiosa, each issue devoted to one topic. 
Illustrated. 

. Review articles on clinical subjects, illustrated in color. 

. New developments of interest to agriculture. Some food and nutrition news. 

. Signed articles on dental pathology, use of radiographic and photographic equipment in 
dentistry. Illustrated in color. 

. Signed articles on radiographic and photographic techniques and equipment in medicine. 
Book reviews. 

. Biographical and historical sketches related to medicine and chemistry. Laboratory 
equipment and supplies. 

. For the biology teacher and naturalist. Biological laboratory procedures and supplies. 
Methods of teaching. Natural science essays. 

. On specific topics for the naturalist and biology teacher. 

. News of interest in science and medicine. 

. Abstracts from the current medical literature relating to radiology, electrotherapeutics, 
physical medicine. 

. Unsigned reviews of nutritional studies and problems. 

. A mimeographed news letter. Abstracts selected articles in nutrition, medicine, and 
biochemistry. 

. Original articles in medicine, therapeutics, illustrated in color. Bibliographies, book 
reviews, abstracts. 

. Published for the American Diabetes Association. Extensive abstracts of current diabetes 
literature. 

. Reviews of chemotherapeutic agents, bibliographies. Abstracts from recent literature. 
. Signed articles in medicine, pharmacology. Book reviews. 

. Signed reviews of therapeutics, articles of general interest. Biographical and historical 
sketches. 

. Vital statistics summaries, analysis of trends. 

. Book notes and short articles on nutritional subjects. 

. Short reviews of medical articles in recent literature. 

. Addressed to pharmacists, articles on drugs, chemotherapy, sales advice. 

. Review articles on medical topics, chemotherapeutics, unsigned. Short reviews of new 
therapeutic agents. Short abstracts. 

. Each issue devoted to review of literature in one specific topic in endocrinology. 


34. Review articles, each devoted to one subject. Illustrated in color. Bibliographies. 


. Clinical notes, medical abstracts, unsigned reviews. 

. Signed articles on physical subjects related to laboratory instruments. 

. Laboratory equipment for use of radioactive elements, description, specifications, dis- 
cussions. 

. Reviews of medical subjects, chemotherapy. Illustrated. 

. For the pharmacist. Short articles on drugs and therapeutics. 
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Literature of the Chemical Periphery 
II. Bacteriology’ 


By Harortp OATFIELD 


Division of Medical Sciences, National 
Research Council, Washington, D. C. 


\ \ HEN Dante said that there can be no Science without some retention 
of that which Thought has once comprehended, he can scarcely have conceived 
of the welter of books and journals which are the present means of feeding 
this creative stream. Librarians have always striven for what might be called 
“finger tip control” of their resources, while the important thing for a scientific 
worker is to know where to turn when he needs specific information. It is also 
important for him to have the background of a problem before plunging into 
a fresh experimental attack upon it, so that any duplication and overlapping of 
effort may be from design—intentional on his part—rather than a consequence 
of blundering oversight. 

It is to provide this background that literature searches are made. Search- 
ing methods surely need no recapitulation before this group, but fresh account 
of information sources may be helpful. 

The literature of bacteriology appears to be a proper area for further trail 
blazing. Due to the antibiotic hue and cry many chemists, whose previous 
major contacts with bacteria have been respiratory or dietary and who may 
vaguely recall having heard of a “‘germ theory’, now want to catch up. Others 
are eager to pursue aspects of bacterial metabolic chemistry, while still others 
merely want to explain the work of colleagues intelligently (if not learnedly) 
to neighbors across the garden fence. 


ABSTRACTS AND INDEXES 


It is unlikely that any chemist will get so old or times so bad that he will 
not begin his attack on the literature through Chemical Abstracts. And for bac- 
teriology the subject indexes may give quite a number of scattered leads. Then, 
after scanning Section 11 C in the current numbers, if his problem (and German 
facility) warrant, examination of Chemisches Zentralblatt’s classified subject in- 
dex under ‘Mikroben’, which is subdivided by families, and under ‘Mikro- 


‘Presented before the Division of Chem. Education, 114th National Meeting A.C.S. in 
Portland, September 13, 1948. 
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organismen’ will probably be rewarding. He will begin to feel that he is doing a 
really thorough job now if he also looks into the section on Microbiology in 
Biological Abstracts. But when the problem has a medical slant there are the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus and the Current List of Medical Literature 
to use as supplements. And should a comprehensive, “‘bang-up’’, historical ap- 
proach be needed there remain the British Chemical and Physiological Abstracts, 
Zentralblatt fiir Bakteriologie, the International Catalog of Scientific Literature 
and respective predecessors of these various indexes to consult. 

I have sometimes taken the Agricultural Index as a starting point and found 
that I made rapid progress toward my objective. The organization of bacterio- 
logical material is particularly good in it. 


REVIEWS AND ADVANCES 


At about this stage the chemist usually recalls that he has seen a review on 
a bacteriological subject somewhere in Chemical Reviews, or was it the Annual 
Review of Biochemistry? It may have been either, but he should be pleased to 
learn that other excellent reviews to help keep him up to date also appear 
regularly in Bacteriological Reviews and in the Annual Review of Microbiology. 
There are several German publications of this sort which deal with special 
aspects of the field, as well as the Bulletin de la Institut. Pasteur. 


PERIODICALS 


Most young chemists have made the acquaintance of the several biochemical 
journals and know that these publications frequently contain work relating 
to bacterial activity. They also glance regularly through the general science 
periodicals such as Nature and the various Comptes rendues. But not so many 
newcomers will have found their way to the Journal of Cellular and Comparative 
Physiology, the Journal of Laboratory and Clinical Medicine, the Proceedings 
of the Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine, Stain Technology, or the 
Journal of Immunology. These are all excellent sources of original work in 
special areas. Some few chemists have discovered the ‘“‘Tonics and Sedatives” 
feature in the Journal of the American Medical Association, but very few have 
penetrated further to open the Journal of Pathology and Bacteriology or the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases unless they became curious when a physician 
talked about a biopsy on their warts, or the like. 

There is no rhyme and very little reason behind the wide cross section of 
journals in which bacteriological data may be reported. This list merely hits 
the high spots. I have attempted a dichotomy on the basis of whether clinical 
aspects of the subject are involved. These journals regularly contain papers of 
interest and their perusal is rewarding. 














HAROLD OATFIELD 


HANDBOOKS, MONOGRAPHS AND COMPENDIA 


The German Handbiicher of Kraus? and of Kolle* are still basic, although 
certain recent developments such as continuous growth processes, aeration of 
submerged cultures, and the like sometimes make it unprofitable to consult 
them on new problems. One of the most helpful books at this time is that of 
Porter* with excellent up-to-date information, and references to reviews on 
many special topics. No bacteriologist goes very far without consulting Bergey’s 
Manual*, and the same may be said for a chemist approaching a bacterio- 
chemical problem, but usually not in the literature searching stage. In addi- 
tion to its key identification descriptions, it offers brief characterizing notes 
concerning growth and reactions, and select citations. McCoy and McClung’s® 
bibliography on anaerobic bacteria frequently short circuits the use of the ab- 
stract journals. 

The discussions presented in the Medical Research Council’s’ System of 
Bacteriology are sound and helpful. The books by Park and Williams’, and 
Topley and Wilson’ are also of particular value in providing background for 
the medical aspects. Personal browsing habits will serve to guide among other 
reference texts. 

It is futile to separate the literature of microbiology categorically, and there- 
fore important reference works on fungi and mycology generally have been 
included. These are the most interesting growth forms from the standpoint of 
antibiotic production. One recent outline of the mycological literature has been 
presented by George Smith in his Introduction to Industrial Mycology (London, 
Arnold, 1946). Several other surveys of literature in various fields of micro- 
biological application have also appeared, notably one by Julian Smith” on 
Technical Literature of the Fermentation Industries. 

Trade publications naturally figure in the fields of applied microbiology. The 


2Kraus and Uhlenhuth, Handbuch der Mikrobiologischen Technik. 3 v. Berlin Urban 
Schwarzenberg; 1923. 

3W. Kolle and A. V. Wassermann, Handbuch der Pathogenen Mikroorganismen. 3rd ed. 10 
volumes and index, issued in 19 parts. Jena, Fischer, 1931. 

4 John R. Porter, Bacterial Chemistry and Physiology. N. Y., Wiley, 1946. 

5D. H. Bergey, et al, Manual of Determinative Bacteriology. A key for the Identification of 
Organisms of the Class Schizomycetes. 6th ed. Baltimore, Williams, 1948. 

6 McCoy and McClung The Anaerobic Bacteria. A subject Bibliography of the Literature to 
1937. University of California, Berkeley, 1939. One supplement carries it through 1939. 

7 Medical Research Council of Gt. Britain, A System of Bacteriology in Relation to Medi- 
cine. 9 volumes, London H. M. Stationery Office 1929-1931. 

®Wm. H# Park and Anna W. Williams, Pathogenic Microorganisms. 11th ed. rev. and 
enlarged. Phila., Lea, 1939. 

* Topley and Wilson, Principles of Bacteriology and Immunity. 3rd ed. Baltimore, Williams, 
1946, 3 v. 
1 Wallerstein Lab. Communications, 4: 172-175 (1941). 
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antibiotic application developed during the war has a trade literature of con- 
siderable interest to many workers in so-called pure science. In order not to 
slight this popular field, a rather incomplete supplement on the topic has been 
appended among the source lists offered. Most of the large pharmaceutical 
houses (at least from the group of 17 or so that cooperated in the war-time 
development) undoubtedly have their own bulletins relating to antibiotics. 
The four or five which appear on this list are merely ones which I have en- 
countered. At this point a much quoted passage from Montaigne might well 
be reiterated, for it applies to literature as well as laboratory research: 

“What one man has failed to achieve, another has accomplished and that 
what was unknown to one age has been cleared up by the following age, and 
that the sciences and arts are not cast in a mold, but are formed and shaped 
by degrees through repeated handling and polishing ...and in manipulating 
and kneading this new matter over and over again, stirring and warming it, 
I open up for him who comes after me some facility for profiting by it more at 
his ease, and I make it more pliable and manageable for him . . . as much will 
the second do for the third.” 


I. BACTERIOLOGY 


A. Indexes and Abstract Journals 
1. Chemical Abstracts, 1907+ Section 11 C Microbiology 
2. Chemisches Zentralblatt (start with 1897 index) v. /, 1830+-. Classified subject index 
under Mikroben, Mikroorganismen; etc. 
3. Biological Abstracts, v. 1, 1926+ 
Subject index or systematic index 
Section on Microbiology includes: Immunology, Bacteriology, Viruses, Proto- 
zoology and Helminthology 
4. Zentrallblatt fiir Bakteriologie, Parasitenkunde und Infektionskrankheiten. Jena 
v. 1, 1887+ 
Abteilung I. Medizinisch-hygienische Bakteriologie, Virusforschung und 
tierische Parasitologie. Monthly 2 v/yr. v. /-30 (1887-1901) contain both 
originale (papers) and Referate (classified abstracts) mingled together in one 
volume, hence are difficult to use as bibliographies. Beginning with v. 31 
(1902) Referate issued separately. Includes literature on infectious diseases, 
chemotherapy, disinfection, tumors, veterinary medicine, protozoology and 
helminthology. 
Abteilung I]. Allgemeine Jandwirtschaftliches, technische, usw. 
Covers agricultural, tanning, fermentation, nutritional, etc. aspects 
5. Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, Chicago v. / 1927+ and its various predeces- 
sors (Quarterly Cumulative Index to Current Literature, Index Medicus). 
6. Current List of Medical Literature v. / 1941+ Tables of Contents of current jour- 
nals. Supplemental check for current year. 
7. British Chemical and Physiological Abstracts v. /, 1926+ 
8. Excerpta Medica v. /, 1947+ 
Section IV Medical Microbiology and Hygiene 



























































11, 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 
23. 


24. 


25. 


. Agricultural Index (1906)+- . 
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Section II Physiology, Biochemistry, Phatmacology Antibiotics. Antiseptics, 
Penicillin 


. Abstracts of World Medicine v. /, 1947+ 
. Review of Applied Mycology v. J, 1922+ issued by Imp. Mycological Inst., Kew., 


England. Monthly abstract journal; semi-annual supplements list newly described 
species. 

Experiment Station Record. v. /, 1889-+- Classified abstracts of agricultural phases; 
useful for some veterinary aspects. 

International Catalog of Scientific Literature, Issued in 17 parts of which Section R. 
Bacteriology; 11-14 (1902-1920); published for the International Council by the 
Royal Society of London, 1902-1919. The financial burden became so great that 
activities ceased after publication of the 1914 volumes. Has author and subject 
indexes, but difficult to use. Title entries. 

Abstracts of Bacteriology, v. /-9 (1917-1925) Published by the Society of Am. Bac- 
teriologists. Merged with Botanical Abstracts and expanded to create “Biological 
Abstracts”. 

Jahresbericht ti.d. Ergebnisse der Immunitatsforschung. Stuttgart, v. /-8, 1905- 
1912. An abstract journal arranged by authors. Superseded by Ergebnisse der 
Immunitatsforschung 

Japanese Journal of Medical Sciences. Thirteen sections of which Section VI. Bac- 
teriology and Parasitology v. / (1929)+- abstract portion arranged chronologically. 
Gives data from otherwise inaccessible Japanese literature. 

Tsentral’nyi referativnyi meditsinskii zhurnal Moscow v. / (1928)+; subdivided 
v. 21 (1938) into 4 parts of which, Seriya G; Mikrobiologiya gigiena i sanitariya, 
epidemologiya, etc. Microbiology of health and sanitation, epidemiology, war 
sanitation, aviation medicine, etc. Classified abstracts, review articles, and oc- 
casional bibliographies in Russian. 

Zentralblatt f.d. ges. Hygiene mit Einschluss der Bakteriologie und Immunitits- 
lehre. Berlin, v. J (1922)4+- Comprehensive abstract journal; successor to Hygie- 
nische Rundschau with particularly good coverage of foreign literature. 

Hygienische Rundschau. Berlin v. J-32 (1891-1922). Classified abstracts, Hygiene, 
nutrition, infectious diseases. 

Jahresbericht tiber die Fortschritte u. Leistungen auf dem Gebiete der Hygiene. v. 
1-31 (1883-1913), Braunschweig: Leipzig. 

Jahresbericht iiber die Fortschritte in der Lehre von dem Giarungs-Organismen u. 
Enzymen. Leipzig v. 1-22 (1890-1911). Edited by Alfred Koch. Classified abstracts 
of lit. on physiology of bacteria, fermentation, nutrition. 

Jahresbericht iiber die Fortschritte in der Lehre von dem pathogenen Mikroorgan- 
ismen umfassend Bakterien, Pilze und Protozoen. Braunschweig: Leipzig v. 1-27 
(1885-1911). Edited by P. Baumgarten. Includes theses. Cumulative index v. /-10. 

Mykologisches Zentralblatt (1912-1915). 

Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews v. /, 1931+ for Growth requirements of bacteria 
and other microorganisms; synthesis of vitamins, pigments, bacterial flora and 
problems of various food products. 

Prevention of Deterioration Abstracts, J (1946)+ (issued in loose leaf folders by 
N.R.C. Prevention of Deterioration Center). Sections on: Biol. agents, Fungicides 
and other toxic compounds, Deterioration of paints, piling, fabrics, paper, etc. 

Physiological Abstracts v. J-22 (1916-1938). Succeeded by British Chemical & 
Physiological Abstracts. Now called British Abstracts. 
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27. Industrial Arts Index 1913+ 
28. Bibliographic Index 1938+ 


B. Reviews and Advances 
1. Bacteriological Reviews. Wms. and Wilkins, Baltimore, v. /, (1937)+ 
2. Annual Review of Microbiology. Ed. by C. E. Clifton. Annual Review Press, Stan- 
ford, v. 1, 1947 
3. Bull. de l’Institute Pasteur revues et analyses des travaux de bacteriologie et de 
medicine, biologie general, physiologie, chimie biologique, dans leurs rapports. 
v. 1, 1903+ Classified by subject; good bibliographies. 
. Ergebnisse der Hygiene, Bakteriologie, Immunititsforschung, und exptl. Therapie 
Berlin v. /, (1914)+ Reviews with good bibliographies. Successor to the abstract 


journal, “Jahresbericht iiber d. Ergeb. der Immunititsforschung” 
. Revue de fermentations et inds. aliment. Paris v. J, (1946) + 
. Repts of the International Congresses on Microbiology. 


I. Paris 1930 


IV. Congress Copenhagen 1947 (in press) Latest 
. Antonie van Leeuwenhoek. /2, Nos. 1-4 (1947). Jubilee volume in honor of Dr. Albert 


Kluyver. 


. R. E. Buchanan, R. St. J.-Brooks and R. S. Breed, J. Bact. 55, 287-306 (1948). 
“International Bacteriologic Code of Nomenclature.” 

. Proc. International Congress of Plant Service, irr. J (1926) Ithaca. 

. Microbiology Monographs, v. /, (1928)+ Henrici, “Morphologic variations and rate 


of growth of bacteria.” 


. Ergebnisse der Enzymforschung. v. J, (1932)+- 1931-1943 


. Cold Spring Harbor,Symposia on Quantitative Biology v. /, (1933)+ XI. “Heredity 
and variation in microorganisms.” 1946 
. A.A.A.S. Symposia, “Genetics of Pathogenic Organisms” 1940. Publication No. 17 
“‘Aerobiology” Washington, D. C. 1942 


C. Periodicals 
1. Laboratory Science 


Annals of Applied Biology J (1914)+ 

Annales de |’Inst. Pasteur J (1887) + 

Ant. Leewenhoek J. Microbio!. Serol. / 
(1934) + ‘ 

Archives of Biochemistry J (1942) + 

Arch. f. Mikrobiologie J (1930) + 

Biochemical Journal J (1906) +- 

Biochemische Zeitschrift / (1906) + 

Bull. Assoc. Microbiol. (Nancy) 

Canadian Journal of Research / (1929)+ 

Ciencia (Mex) J (1940)+ 

Compt. rend. Soc. biol. J (1849)+ 

Folia Microbiologica /-5, 1912-19. 

Japanese J. Microbiol. Path. 

Journal of Agricultural Research J (1913)+ 

Journal of Bacteriology J (1916)+ 

Journal of Biochemistry (Tokyo) J (1922)+ 


2. Clinical 


Acta Path. and Microbiol. Scand / 
(1924) + 

Am. J. Med. Tech. / (1934) + 

Am. Rev. Tuberculosis / (1917) + 

Arch. f. Hygiene u. Bakt. / (1883)+ 

Arch. Protistenkunde J (1902)+ 

Arch. Roumaine Path. Exp. et Microbiol. 
1 (1928) + 

British J. Exptl. Path. 7 (1920)+ 

Bull. Bact. Path. exot. 

Japanese J. Med. Sci. Section VI Bac- 
teriology & Parasitology (1929)+ Ab- 
stracts in English or German of Jap- 
anese sci. periodical lit.; transactions of 
various Jap. societies 

Journal of Experimental Medicine / 


(1896) + 
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Journal of Pathology & Bacteriology J 





Journal of Biological Chemistry / (1905)+ 









Journal of Cellular and Comp. Physiol. / (1892) + 

(1932)+ Journal of Infectious Diseases 1 (1904) + 
J. General Microbiology (London), / (1948)+ (La) Presse Medicale (Paris) / (1893)+ 
J. General Physiology / (1918)+ Schweiz. Z. allgem. Path. u. Bakt / 
J. Hygiene / (1901)+ (1938) + 
J. Immunology / (1916)+ Z. Hygiene u. Infektionskrankheiten J 
J. Lab. and Clin. Med. J (1915)+ (1886) + 
J. Penicillin (Japan) J (1947)+ Zhurnal mikrobiologii, epidemologii i 
Mikrobiologia U.S.S.R. / (1931)+ immunobiologii. (Moscow) J (1924)+ 







Nature / (1869)+ 
Planta J (1925)+ 
Proc. Soc. Exptl. Biol. and Med. J (1903/04) + 
Protoplasma J (1926)+ 

Science /-23 (1883-1894); n.s. J (1895)+ 

Soap and sanitary chemicals / (1925)+- 

Stain Technology / (1926)+ 

Verh. Akad Wet. Amsterdam / (1853)+ 

Z. Immunititsforschung / (1908) + 

Z. Naturforschung J (1946) + 
Z. f. Physiol. Chem. / (1877)+ 
















D. Handbooks, Monographs and Compendia 

1. G. C. Ainsworth and G. R. Bisby, “A Dictionary of the Fungi”. Imp. Mycological 
Inst. London: 1943 

2. C. G. Anderson, “Introduction to Bacterial Chemistry”. 2nd ed. Wms. and Wilkins 
1946. New chapters on antibiotics and chemotherapy. Much recent information. 
Good general index. Useful appendixes: 

1. Isolation Identification of Metabolic Products 
2. Synonyms of Microorganisms. 

3. D. H. Bergy, et al, “Manual of Determinative Bacteriology”. A key for the identi- 
fication of organisms of the class Schizomycetes. 6th ed. Wms. & Wilkins 1948. 
Contains description of 1630 species of bacteria arranged by class. Brief notes 
concerning growth and reactions. Bibliographic citations. Source and habitat 
indexes. Essential reference book. 

4. E. A. Bessey, “Textbook of Mycology”. Blakiston 1935. Has excellent bibliography 
entitled “Guide to the literature for the identification of fungi”. 

5. R. E. Buchanan and E. I. Fulmer, “The Physiology and Biochemistry of Bacteria’’. 
3 v. Wms. & Wilkins 1930. Discussions of fungi and molds included. Bibliographies. 

6. A. H. R. Buller, “Researches on the Fungi”. 5 v. Longmans, Green: London (1910— 

1933). 

. W. Bulloch, “History of Bacteriology”. Oxford 1938 
. F. E. Clements and C. L. Shear, “The Genera of Fungi”. 2nd ed. H. W. Wilson: 
N. Y. 1931. Approx. 700 genera are represented in 50 sepia half tones. Book com- 
prises keys to families and genera of fungi, and was intended to be a key to Sac- 
cardo’s classic index. 
9. H. J. Conn, “‘Biological Stains”. 4th ed. Biotech. Publications, Geneva, N. Y. 1940. 
10 H. A. Dade, “Colour Terminology in Biology”. Mycol. Paper No. 6, Imp. Bur. 
Mycology: London 1943. Precise definitions; gives acceptable English and Latin 
terms. 
11. H. F. Dowling “Acute Bacterial Diseases”. Saunders 1948 
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. René J. Dubos, ‘The Bacterial Cell”. Harvard U. Press 1946 
. Martin Frobisher, ‘Fundamentals of Bacteriology’’. 3rd ed. Saunders 1944. Standard 


beginners text. 


. Ernest F. Gale, “Chemical Activities of Bacteria’. Univ. Tutorial Press: London 


1947. 


. L. D. Galloway and R. Burgess, “Applied Mycology and Bacteriology”. 2nd ed. 


Leonard Hill: London 1940. Good introduction to the study of general micro- 
biology. Discusses importance of bacteria in particular industries. 


. Fredk. P. Gay, et al, “Agents of Disease and Host Resistance, including the Prin- 


ciples of Immunology, Bacteriology, Mycology, Protozoology, Parasitology and 
Virus Diseases”. Thomas 1935. Exhaustive study with splendid bibliographies. 


. A. Guillermond and F. W. Tanner, “The Yeasts”. Wiley 1920. Standard reference. 

. Henrici—See Skinner. 

. C. N. Hinshelwood, “Chemical Kinetics of the Bacterial Cell’. Oxford 1946. 

. Jordan and Burrows, “Textbook of Bacteriology’. 14th ed, Saunders, 1945. 

. Georges Knaysi, “Elements of Bacterial Cytology”. Comstock: Ithaca 1944. 

. W. Kolle and A. v. Wassermann, “Handbuch der pathogenen Mikroorganismen”’. 


3rd ed. 1931. 10 volumes and index, issued in 19 parts. Fischer: Jena, Basic refer- 
ence work. 


. Kraus and Uhlenhuth, “Handbuch der Mikrobiologischen Technik’. 3 v. Urban and 


Schwarzenberg: Berlin 1923. 


. R. C. Low and T. C. Dodds, “Atlas of Bacteriology”. Wms. & Wilkins 1947. 
. “Manual of Methods for Pure Culture Study of Bacteria’, Biotech. Publications: 


Geneva, N. Y. 1940. 


. McCoy and McClung, “The Anaerobic Bacteria. University of California, Berkeley, 


1939. A subject bibliography of the literature to 1937.” One supplement carries 
it through 1939. Has author index. Based on Q.C.I.M., Index Veterinarus, S. 
G’s Catalogue and the abstract sections of various journals. 


. Medical Research Council of Gt. Britain, ““A System of Bacteriology in Relation to 


Medicine”. 9 volumes, H. M. Stationery Office: London 1929-1931. Comprehen- 
sive; includes immunology and epidemiology. 


. I. A. Merchant, “Veterinary Bacteriology”. 3d ed., Iowa State College Press, 1946. 
. Wm. H. Park and Anna W. Williams, ‘Pathogenic Microorganisms”. 11th ed. rev. 


and enlarged. Lea 1939. Divided into parts as follows: 
I. General Principles V. Filterable viruses 
II. Techniques ; VI. Pathogenic yeasts, molds, actino- 
III. Principles of Infection & Im- mycetes 
munity VIT. Pathogenic protozoa 
IV. Pathogenic Microorganisms VIII. Applied microbiology of water, 
soil, air, sewage, milk, shell fish, 
chemical disinfectants, steriliza- 
tion of instruments and food. 


. Wm. Partridge, “Dictionary of Bacteriological Equivalents; French-English, German- 


English, Italian-English, Spanish-English. Wms. and Wilkins 1927. Useful supple- 
ment for stand bilingual dictionaries. 

John R. Porter, ‘Bacterial Chemistry and Physiology”. Wiley 1946. Excellent critical 
analysis and data; gives citations to reviews elsewhere rather than repetition. 


32. S. C. Prescott and C. G. Dunn, “Industrial Microbiology”. McGraw 1940. Describes 


uses of yeasts, molds and bacteria in manufacturing processes. An appendix deals 
with disposal of microbiological wastes. 
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35. 
36. 


37. 
38. 


39. 


41. 


. “Recent Advances in Clinical Pathology”. Blakiston 1947. Has section on bacteri- 

ology. Valuable as tech. lab. reference. 

. C. E. Skinner, C. W. Emonds and Tsuchiya, “‘Henrici’s Molds, Yeasts and Actino- 
mycetes”’. 2nd ed. Wiley 1947. 

Steinhouse, “Insect Microbiology”. Comstock: Ithaca 1947. 

Stitt, Clough, and Branham, “Practical Bacteriology, Hematology and Parasitology” 
10th ed. Blakiston 1948. 

Chas. Thom and K. B. Raper, “Manual of the Aspergilli”. Wms. and Wilkins 1945. 

Topley and Wilson, “Principles of Bacteriology and Immunity”. 2 v. 3rd ed. Wms. 
and Wilkins 1946. 

W. W. Umbreit, R. H. Burris and J. F. Stanffer, “Manometric Techniques and Re- 
lated Methods for Study of Tissue Metabolism”. Burgess: Minneapolis 1945. 

. Selmon A. Waksman, “Principles of Soil Microbiology”. Wms. & Wilkins, 1930. 

Fredk. A. Wolff and Fredk. T. Wolff, ““The Fungi’. 2 v. Wiley 1947. Well indexed. 
Definition of terms scattered throughout. Deficient in data for soil microbiology 
and penicillin. 

. H. A. Wollenweber and O. A. Reinkwig, “Die Fusarien’’. Parey: Berlin 1935. 


I and I*. 


. Lindau, “Kryptogamenflora fiir Anfanger”. Band II. Die mikroskopischen Pilze. 
2nd ed. Springer: Berlin 1922. 

. Rabenhorst, ‘““Kryptogamenflora von Deutschland, Oesterreich u. die Schweiz’’. Edw. 
Kummer: Leipzig (1884-1921). Band I. Die Pilze (in 10 volumes), e.g. 4. Phycomyces 


(A. Fischer). 


. A. Saccardo, “Sylloge fungorum omnium hucusque cognitorum’’. 25+ volumes. 
Pavia, Italy. (1882-1931). Description in Latin of all known species of fungi. Supple- 
mentary volumes continued by A. Trotter. Now available in reprint from J. 
W. Edwards: Ann Arbor. 

5. Index Kewensis Plantarum Phanerogamum Nomina. Oxford 1895, 2 v. and 8+ supple- 
mentary volumes. 

6. Just’s Botanischen Jahresbericht. Contains “Ergebnisse” on special fields. Comprehen- 
sive index in Abt. III. 


E. Antibiotics Addendum 


Antibiotics Study Section, National Institute of Health, “Antibiotic Substances, Their 
Biological and Chemical Properties’. U. S. Public Health Service: Bethesda, 1948. 
and Drug Admin., Penicillin Div., “Codification of Regulations for Testing and Assay 
of Antibiotics”. Washington 1948. Punched for filing in loose leaf binder. All Regula- 
ions issued up to 6/3/48. As new ones appear in the Federal Register, additional sheets 

will be issued. 
National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D. C. “Chemistry of Penicillin.” Princeton 
Univ. Press, 1949. 
Chester S. Keefer and Wm. L. Hewitt, “The Therapeutic Value of Stremptomycin: A study 
of 3000 cases”. Monograph subsidized by O.S.R.D. on recommendation by the C.M.R. 
J. W. Edwards (in press). 
Merck and Co., Inc. Repts. M-OO to the Committee on Medical Research, Washington 
Nov. 1943-1945. 







HAROLD OATFIELD 













Standard Botanical Reference Works used by Mycologists for data on Fungi 
1. A. Engler and K. Prandtl, “Die Natiirlichen Pflanzenfamilien’”’. (1897-1900) I. Teil. Abt. 
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Northern Regional Lab. Reports, C-OO to the Committee on Medical Research. Washington 
1943-1945. 

C. S. Keefer and Donald G. Anderson, “Penicillin in the Treatment of Infections’. Oxford 
1945. Information the general practitioner needs. 

Herrell, W. H., “Penicillin and Other Antibiotic Agents”. Saunders, 1945. 

Waksman, Selman A., “Microbial Antagonisms and Antibiotic Substances”. Common- 
wealth Fund: New York 1945. 

Chas. Thom, “The Penicillia”. Bailliere: London 1930. 


R. D. Coghill, Ind. Eng. News, 22, 588-593 (1944) “Penicillin’’. 

Brit. Med. Bull. II, No. 1 (1944) “Penicillin 1929-1943”, 

J. H. Bailey and C. J. Cavallito, Ann. Rev. Microbiol., 2 (1948) “Antibiotics”. 

Benedict and Langlykke’s, “Contribution”. A compilation mentioned in Lancet p. 870, June 
5, 1948. 

Harold L. Hirsch, J. J. Viviano and H. F. Dowling, Med. Annals D. C., 17, 311-325, 368- 
369 (1948), No. 6, June “Streptomycin: A Review of the Basic Principles and Their 
Clinical Application”. 

W. Van Winkle, Jr. and R. P. Herwich, J. Am. Pharm. Assoc. (Sci. ed.) 34, 97-109 (1945) 
“Penicillin: A Review”. 

S. A. Waksman, J. Am. Med. Assoc., 135, 478-485 (1947) “Antibiotics and Tuberculosis”. 

Wilkins, Br. J. Exptl. Path., 28, 416 (1947) “Investigation into the production of antibac- 
terial substances by fungi’’. 800 species examined. 
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Miss Gertrude M. Clark 
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Hartford Medical Society. Walter R. Steiner 
Medical Library 

38 Prospect Street 

Hartford 5, Connecticut 

Dr. Edward J. Whalen, Librarian 


Hartford Retreat Medical Library 
See: Institute of Living Medical Library 


Harvard University Medical School. Lucien 
Howe Library of Ophthalmology. Mas- 
sachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary 

243 Charles Street 

Boston 4, Massachusetts 

Miss Jeannette Loessl 


Harvard University Schools of Medicine 
and Public Health Library 

25 Shattuck Street 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Miss Anna C. Holt 


Hennepin County Medical Society Library 
2000 Medical Arts Building 

Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 

Miss Frida Pliefke 


Henry Ford Hospital Library 
2799 West Grand Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 

Miss Mary E. McNamara 


Hilo Memorial Hospital]. Fred Irwin Library 
Hilo, Hawaii, U.S.A. 
Dr. H. E. Crawford, Librarian 


Hoagland Library 
See: Long Island College of Medicine 


Holmes C., Jackson Memorial Library 
See: New York University College of Den- 
tistry 


Homer G. Phillips Hospital Library 
2601 North Whittier Street 

St. Louis 13, Missouri 

Mrs. Olie A. Carpenter 


Homer Gage Medical Library 
See: Memorial Hospital. Homer Gage Med- 
ical Library 


Honolulu County Medical Library 
510 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu 53, Hawaii, U.S.A. 

Mrs. Ethel Hill 


Hospital for Special Surgery Medical Li- 
brary 

321 East 42nd Street 

New York 17, New York 

Mrs. M. K. Barrett 


Hospital of St. Anthony de Padua. Sprafka 
Memorial Medical Library 

2875 West 19th Street 

Chicago 23, Illinois 

Miss Florence M. Stella 


Houston Academy of .Medicine Library 
229 Medical Arts Building 

Houston 2, Texas 

Miss Helen M. Holt 


Howard University College of Medicine 
Library 

520 W. Street, Northwest 

Washington 1, D. C. 

Mrs. Josephine G. Morton 


Howe Library of Ophthalmology 
See: Harvard University Medical School 


Hurley Hospital Medical Library 
6th & Begole Streets 

Flint 4, Michigan 

Mrs. Sarah M. Burgess 


Indiana University Medical Center Library 

1040 West Michigan Street 

Indianapolis 2, Indiana 

Miss Ruth J. McNutt 

Indiana University School of Dentistry 
Library 

1121 West Michigan Street 

Indianapolis 2, Indiana 

Miss Rita Lee Downing 


Institute for Cancer Research 
See: Lankenau Hospital Research Institute 
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Institute of Living Medical Library 
200 Retreat Avenue 

Hartford 2, Connecticut 

Mrs. Mary Byrne Jackson 


Institute of Ophthalmology. Presbyterian 
Hospital. John M. Wheeler Library 

635 West 168th Street 

New York 32, New York 

Miss Nora Lock 


Iowa Methodist Hospital. Oliver J. Fay 
Library 

1200 Pleasant Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Miss Margaret June Vanderflute 


Iowa State Medical Library 
Historical Building 

Des Moines 19, Iowa 

Dr. Jeanette Dean-Throckmorton 


Irwin Medical Library 
See: Hilo Memorial Hospital 


Israel Hospital 
See:} Beth Israel Hospital Library 


J. Lewis Amster Medical Library 
See: Morrisania City Hospital 


Jackson County Medical Society Library. 
General Hospital 

24th and Cherry Streets 

Kansas City 8, Missouri 

Mr. Park§D. Crawford 


Jackson” Memorial Hospital Library 
See: James M. Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Library 


Jackson Memorial Library 
See: New York University College of Den- 
tistry Library 


Jacobi Library 
See: Mount Sinai Hospital (N. Y.) 


James M. Jackson Memorial Hospital Li- 
brary 

Miami 36, Florida 

Miss Zula Morris 
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Jarcho Medical Library 
See: Jewish National and University Library 


Jefferson County and University of Louis- 
ville Medical Library 

101 West Chestnut Street 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Miss Blake Beem 


Jefferson Medical College Library 
1025 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Robert T. Lentz 


Jewish Hospital Medical Library 
See: National Jewish Hospital 
Library 


Medical 


Jewish Memorial Hospital Medical Library 
196th Street and Broadway 

New York 34, New York 

Mrs. Golda Zimmerman 


Jewish National and University Library 

Dr. Julius Jarcho Medical Library 

P. O. Box 503 

Jerusalem, Palestine 

Dr. C. Wormann, Librarian 

Book Committee, American Friends of the 
Hebrew University, 9 East 89th Street. 
New York 28 


John Crerar Library 

86 East Randolph Street 

Chicago 1, Illinois 

Miss Ella M. Salmonsen, Medical Librarian 


Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
William Henry Welch Medical Library 
1900 East Monument Street 

Baltimore 5, Maryland 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey 


John M. Wheeler Library 
See: Institute of Ophthalmology. Presby- 
terian Hospital 


John Young Brown Memorial Library 
See: St. John’s Hospital 


Joseph Brennemann Library 
See: Children’s Memorial Library 
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Julius Jarcho Medical Library 
See: Jewish National and University Library 


King County Medical Society Library 
121 Cobb Building 

Seattle 1, Washington 

Miss Ruth E. Harlamert 


Kings County Medical Society Library 
See: Medical Society of County of Kings 


Knoxville Academy of Medicine Library 
422 West Cumberland Street 

Knoxville 16, Tennessee 

Miss Mary Louise Ogden 


Lane Medical Library 
See: Stanford University. 


Lankenau Hospital Research Institute and 
Institute for Cancer Research Library 

Fox Chase 

Philadelphia 11, Pennsylvania 

Miss Hilde Werthauer 


Lawrason Brown Memorial Medical Library 
See: Trudeau Sanatorium. 


Lebanon Hospital Medical Library 

Grand Concourse and Mt. Eden Parkway 
New York, New York 

Mrs. Helen L. Allen 


Lederle Laboratories, Inc. Library 
Pearl River, New York 
Mr. J. Alan MacWatt 


LeFevre Memorial Library. 
See: New York University Bellevue Medical 
Center 


Lenox Hill Hospital Medical Library 
111 East 76th Street 

New York 21, New York 

Miss Rosalie M. Saitta 


Library of Congress 
See: United States Library of Congress 


Lillian W. Florsheim Memorial Library 
See: Michael Reese Hospital 


Lilly Research Laboratories Library 
Alabama and McCarty Streets 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Mrs. Irene Strieby 


Lois Grunow Memorial Clinic, Inc. Library 
McDowell at 10th Street 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Mrs. Russellen M. Hale 


Louisville University 
See: Jefferson County and University of 
Louisville Medical Library 


London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine Library 

Keppel Street 

London, W. C. 1, England. 

Mr. Cyril C. Barnard 


Long Island College of Medicine. Hoagland 
Library 

335 Henry Street 

Brooklyn 2, New York 

Miss Marjorie Henderson 


Los Angeles County General Hospital 
Library 

1200 North State Street 

Los Angeles 33, California 


Miss Eleanor F. Hamilton. 


Los Angeles County Medical Association 
Library 

634 Westlake Avenue 

Los Angeles 5, California 

Miss Frances E. Glaeser 


Louisiana State Department of Health 
Library 

1436 Dryades Street 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 


Mrs. Alice Woolery 


Louisiana State University School of Medi- 
cine. Agramonte Memorial Library 

Charity Hospital 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Mr. William D. Posteil 
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Loyola University College of Pharmacy 
Library 

See: New Orleans College of Pharmacy 
Library 


Loyola University School of Dentistry 
Library 

6363 St. Charles Avenue 

New Orleans 15, Louisiana. 


Miss Elizabeth Middleton 


Loyola University School of Medicine 
Library 

706 South Wolcott Street 

Chicago 12, Illinois 

Miss Virginia M. LaMotte 


Lovelace Foundation Library 

323 South Third St. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Mrs. Marcia D. Buchanan, Acting Librarian 


Lucien Howe Library of Ophthalmology 
See: Harvard University Medical School 


Luzerne County Medical Society Library 
130 South Franklin Street — 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

Dr. Lewis T. Buckman 


McGill University Faculty of Medicine 
Montreal Neurological Institute Fellows’ 
Library 

3801 University Street 

Montreal 2, Quebec, Canada 

Dr. Francis L. McNaughton, Honorary 
Librarian 

Mrs. Elinor M. Christie, Asst. Librarian 


McGill University Medical Library 
3640 University Street 

Montreal 2, Quebec, Canada 

Dr. R. L. Stehle 


Maricopa County Medical Society Library 
15 East Monroe Street, Room 1200 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Miss Alma Alkire 
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Marquette University School of Medicine 
and Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 
Library 

561 North Fifteenth Street 

Milwaukee 5, Wisconsin 

Mrs. Edith Dernehl 


Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital Libary 
Cooperstown, New York 
Mrs. Marie R. Wightman 


Maryland Medical and Chirurgical Faculty 
of State of Maryland Library 

See: Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
State of Maryland Library 


Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. Shep- 
pard Library 

179 Longwood Avenue 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Miss Clara A. Robeson 

Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary 
Library 

See: Harvard University Medical School. 
Lucien Howe Library of Ophthalmology 


Massachusetts General Hospital, Treadwell 
Library 

Fruit Street 

Boston 14, Massachusetts 

Miss Eleanor A. Lewis 


Maurice Lewison Memorial Library 
See: Mount Sinai Hospital 


May Memorial Library 
See: Willard Parker Hospital 


Mayo Clinic Library 

102, 2d. Avenue, Southwest 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Mr. Thomas E. Keys 


Medical and Chururgical Faculty of State of 
Maryland Library 

1211 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Miss Pauline Duffield 
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Medical College of Alabama Library 
620 South 20th Street 

Birmingham 5, Alabama 

Miss Mildred R. Crowe 


Medical College of State of South Carolina 
Library 

16 Lucas Street 

Charleston 16, South Carolina 

Miss Desmond Koster 


Medical College of Virginia Library 
12th and Clay Streets 

Richmond 19, Virginia 

Miss Margaret McCluer 


Medica] Research Council Library 
See: National Institute for Medical 
search 


Re- 


Medical Research Institute Library 
Yaba, Ebute Metta, Lagos 

Nigeria, British West Africa 

Mr. Victor Ologundudu 


Medical Society of City and County of 
Denver Library 

1620 Court Place 

Denver 2, Colorado 

Miss Barbara Hurley 


Medical Society of County of Kings and 
Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn 
Library 

1313 Bedford Avenue 

Brooklyn 16, New York 

Mr. Wesley Draper 


Medical Society of the County of Queens 
Library 

112-25 Queens Boulevard 

Forest Hills, New York 

Mrs. Lilian Nugent 


Meharry Medical College Library 
Nashville 8, Tennessee 
Mrs. Mayme P. Bugg 
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Memorial Hospital. Homer Gage Medical 
Library 

Belmont Street 

Worcester, Massachusetts 

Dr. Raymond W. Cutler 


Memorial Hospital for Treatment of Cancer 
and Allied Diseases Library 

Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Re- 
search 

444 East 68th Street 

New York 21, New York 

Mrs. Jacqueline Felter 


Memorial Hospital Medical Staff Library 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
Miss Mary Nunez 


Menninger Foundation Library 
3617 West Sixth Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 

Miss Vesta E. Walker 


Mercy Hospital Staff Library 
Pride and Locust Streets 
Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania 
Miss Margaret C. Lietman 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company Li- 
brary 

1 Madison Avenue 

New York 10, New York 

Miss Eugenie Glatzl, Medical Librarian 


Michael Reese Hospital. Lillian W. Flor- 
sheim Memorial Library 

29th Street and Ellis Avenue 

Chicago 16, Illinois 

Miss Lise K. Giraud 


Milwaukee Academy of Medicine Library 
See: Marquette University School of Medi- 
cine 


Minnesota Department of Health Library 
Minnesota Department of Health Building, 
Room 308 


University Campus 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
Miss Eleanor C. Barthelemy 
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Mississippi State Board of Health Li- 
brary 
Jackson 113, Mississippi 


Miss E. Louise Williams 


Mississippi State Hospital Library 
Whitefield, Mississippi 
Miss Caroline Cochran 


Montefiore Hospital for Chronic Diseases 
Medical Library 

Gun Hill Road near Jerome Avenue 

New York 67, New York 

Miss Margaret Botbyl 


Montreal Neurological Institute 
See: McGill University Faculty of Medi- 
cine 


Morrisania City Hospital. J. Lewis Amster 
Medical Library 

168th Street and Girard Avenue 

New York 52, New York 

Miss Fannie Lilienstein 


Mount Auburn Hospital Medical Library 
330 Mt. Auburn Street 

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Miss Kathleen M. Funcheon 


Mount Sinai Hospital, Jacobi Library 
Fifth Avenue and 100th Street 

New York 29, New York 

Miss Claire Hirschfield 


Mount Sinai Hospital Library 
Fifth and Reed Streets 
Philadelphia 47, Pennsylvania 
Dr. David R. Meranze 


Mount Sinai Hospital. Maurice Lewison 
Memorial Library 

2750 West Fifteenth Place 

Chicago 8, Illinois 

Miss Alice Watanabe 


Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium Library 


North Pulaski Maur 
Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 


Miss Katherine Wohl 


Road and Bryn 
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National Institute for Medical Research. 

Medical Research Council Library 
Hampstead, London, N. W. 3, England 
Miss Jeanette Taylor 


National Institutes of Health Library 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 
Miss Margaret Doonan 


National Jewish Hospital Medical Library 
3800 East Colfax Avenue 

Denver 6, Colorado 

Mr. Ned Eig 


Naval Air Training Bases 
See: United States School of Aviation Medi- 
cine 


New England Deaconess Hospital Library 
Pilgrim Road 

Boston, Massachusettts 

Mrs. Ethel S. Leonard 


New Orleans College of Pharmacy Library 
6363 St. Charles Avenue 

New Orleans 15, Louisiana 

Mrs. M. Charitat 


New York Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd Street 

New York 29, New York 

Miss Janet Doe 


New York Medical College, Flower and 
Fifth Avenue Hospitals. Prentiss Li- 
brary 

1 East 105th Street 

New York 29, New York 

Miss Margaret Brinton 


New York State Department of Health. 
Division of Laboratories and Research 
Library 

New Scotland Avenue 

Albany 1, New York 

Miss Anna M. Sexton 


New York State Library Medical Depart- 
ment 

Albany 1, New York 

Miss Maude E. Nesbit 
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New York State Veterinary College. Cornell 
University. Flower Veterinary Library 

Ithaca, New York 

Miss Alice M. Purington 

New York University-Bellevue Medical 
Center 

Post-Graduate Medical School 

477 First Avenue 

New York 16, New York 

Mrs. Susanne M. Batzdorff 


New York University College of Dentistry, 
Library 

209 East 23rd Street 

New York 10, New York 

Miss Helen Hlavac 


Medical 
Memorial 


New York University-Bellevue 
Center. Egbert LeFevre 
Library 

477 First Avenue 

New York 16, New York 

Miss Helen Bayne 


Newark Beth Israel Hospital 

Dr. Victor Parsonnet Memorial Library 
201 Lyons Avenue 

Newark 8, New Jersey 

Miss Ethel Winarsky 


Newark City Hospital Library 
Newark 7, New Jersey 
Mrs. Minnie Riker 


Norfolk County Medical Library 
Medical Arts Building 

142 York Street 

Norfolk 10, Virginia 

Miss Anne W. Marr 


North Pacific College of Oregon Dental 
Library 
See: University of Oregon Dental Library 


Northwest Clinic Library 
Northwest Clinic Building 
Minot, North Dakota 
Miss Bernice Monson 
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Northwestern Dental School 
Library 

311 East Chicago Avenue 

Chicago 11, Illinois 


Mrs. Madelene Marshall Nabor 


University 


Northwestern University Medical School. 
Achibald Church Library 

303 East Chicago Avenue 

Chicago 11, Illinois 

Miss Elizabeth Carr 


Norwich State Hospital Medical Library 
Norwich, Connecticut 
Miss Arlyne Clarke 


Nueces County Medical Library, Memorial 
Hospital 

Corpus Christi, Texas 

Miss Louise Cockrell 


Oscar Le Seure Professional Library 
See: Grace Hospital 


Orleans Parish Medical Society Library 
1430 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Miss Mary Louise Marshall 


Packer, Hospital 
See: Robert Packer Hospital 


Pan American Sanitary Bureau Library 
2001 Connecticut Ave. N.W. 
Washington 8, D. C. 

Mrs. Janeiro B. Schmid 


Parke-Davis Research Library 
Foot of MacDougall St. 

Detroit 32, Michigan 

Miss Stella Edith Albert, Librarian 


Parsonnet Library 
See: Newark Beth Israel Hospital 


Pediatric Research Foundation of Children’s 
Hospital 

See: Children’s Hospital Research Founda- 
tion Library 





204 


Peiping Union Medical College Library 
Peiping, China 
Mr. G. W. Taam 
Send all mail to: 
Miss Agnes M. Pearce, Sec. 
China Medical Board, Inc. 
30 E. 60 St. 
New York 22, New York 


People’s Hospital. J. D. Smith Memorial 
Library 

256-270 West Cedar Street 

Akron, Ohio 

Miss Mary A. Fessler 


Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian 
Library 

17 Blumsberry Square 

London, W.C. 1, England 

Miss Agnes Lothian 


Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and 
Science Library 

43d Street and Woodland Avenue 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. Elizabeth W. Johnson 


Philadelphia County Medical Society Library 
301 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. Minerva B. Dunning 


Philadelphia General Hospital Medical 
Library 

34th and Corie Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Mrs. Helen Lake 


Phillips Hospital Library 
See: Homer G. Phillips Hospital Library 


Pickard, Miss Annie 
See: University of North Carolina Medical 
Library 


Pierce County Medical Society Library 
107 Medical Arts Building 

Tacoma 2, Washington 

Mrs. Blanche L. DeWitt 
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Pittsburgh Academy of Medicine Library 
322 North Craig Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Miss Mary M. Lynch 


Prentiss Library 

See: New York Medical College, Flower and 
Fifth Avenue Hospitals 

Presbyterian and Woman’s Units Staff 

Library 


See: University of Pittsburgh Hospitals 


Presbyterian Hospital (New York City) 
See: Institute of Ophthalmology 


Presbyterian Hospital Staff Library 
27 South 9 Street 

Newark 7, New Jersey 

Miss Hazel S. Giles 


Public Health Research Institute of the City 
of New York, Inc., Library 

Foot of East Fifteenth Street 

New York 9, New York 

Miss Roslyn Cohen, Library Assistant 


Purdue University Pharmacy Library 
Lafayette, Indiana 
Miss Bernice L. Dunton 


Queens University Faculty of Medicine. 
Douglas Library 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada 

Mr. H. Pearson Gundy 


Quine Library 
See: University of Illinois Library of Medical 
Sciences 


Ramsey County Medical Society Library 
1500 Lowry Medical Arts Building 

St. Paul 2, Minnesota 

Miss Mary M. Post 


Rees-Steely Clinic Library 
2001 Fourth Avenue 

San Diego 1, California 
Miss Miriam Ely 
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Reese Hospital 
See: Michael Reese Hospital 


Research Foundation Library 
See: Children’s Hospital Research Founda- 
tion Library 


Rhode Island Medical Society Library 
106 Francis Street 

Providence 3, Rhode Island 

Mrs. Helen DeJong 


Richard Walker Bolling Memorial Library 
See: St. Luke’s Hospital 


Robert and Lilian Linday Library 

See: British Dental Association 

Robert Packer Guthrie Clinic 
Library 

Wilbur Avenue 

Sayre, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. L. Mabel Grant 


Hospital. 


Rochester Academy of Medicine Library 
1441 East Avenue 

Rochester 10, New York 

Miss Rachel Agg 


Rochester General Hospital. Ely Memorial 
Library 

501 West Main Street 

Rochester 8, New York 

Miss Margaret C. Taylor 


Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
Library 

66th Street and York Avenue 

New York 21, New York 

Miss Esther Judkins 


Roswell Pk. Memorial Institute Library 
663 North Oak Street 
Buffalo 3, New York 
Miss Grace G. Pabst 


Rowland Medical Library 
See: University of Mississippi School of 
Medicine, Library 


L. A. MEMBERS 


Royal College of Surgeons Library 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields 

London, W. C. 2, England 

Mr. William Richard Lefanu 


Royal Society of Medicine Library 
1 Wimpole Street 

London, W. 1, England 

Mr. G. F. Home 


Rudolph Matas Medical Library 
See: Tulane University School of Medicine 


Ruptured and Crippled Hospital Medical 
Library 

See: Hospital for Special Surgery Medical 
Library 


Rush Medical College Library 
1758 West Harrison Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 

Miss Caroline Riechers 


Rutgers University, School of Pharmacy 
Library 

1 Lincoln Avenue 

Newark 4, New Jersey 

Miss E. Marie Murphy 


St. Anne’s Hospital Medical Library 
4950 Thomas Street 

Chicago 51, Illinois 

Sister M. Florette 


St. Anthony’s Hospital 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
Sister M. Renata 


St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College 
Library 

West Smithfield, E.C. 1 

London, England 

Mr. John L. Thornton 


St. Catherine Hospital, Medical Library 
4321 Fir Street 

East Chicago, Illinois 

Mrs. Latva B. Davis 
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St. Elizabeth Hospital Memorial Medical 
Library 
Lafayette, Indiana 


St. Francis Hospital Medical Library 
928 North Emporia Street 

Wichita 5, Kansas 

Sister M. Juventia 


St. Francis Hospital Medical Library 
530 North Glen Oak Avenue 

Peoria, Illinois 

Sister M. Rudolpha 


St. James Hospital Medical Library 
1423 Chicago Road 

Chicago Heights, Illinois 

Miss Eva M. Lauth 


St. John’s Hospital, John Young Brown 
Memorial Library 

Euclid Avenue and Parkview Place 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Mrs. Natalie B. Harstick 


St. Joseph Hospital Medical Library 
West Berry and Broadway 

Fort Wayne 2, Indiana 

Miss Mabel Tinkham 


St. Joseph’s Hospital Intern’s Library 
See: Creighton Memorial,St. Joseph’s Hos- 
pital 


St. Joseph’s Infirmary Medical Library 
272 Courtland Street, N. E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. Helen R. Mannen 


St. Louis College of Pharmacy and Allied 
Sciences Library 

Parkview Place and Euclid Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Miss Margaret E. Vinton 


St. Louis County Medical Society Library 
400 Medical Arts Building 

Duluth 2, Minnesota 

Mrs. Margaret B. Gilbert 
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St. Louis Dental Society Library 
4559 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Dr. William B. Spotts 


St. Louis Medical Society Library 
3839 Lindell Boulevard 

St. Louis 8, Missouri 

Miss Audrey L. Kargus 


St. Louis University School of Medicine 
Library 

1402 S. Grand Blvd. 

St. Louis 4, Missouri 

Miss Rosalie Held 


St. Luke’s Hospital Library 
1442 Indiana Avenue 
Chicago 5, Illinois 

Miss Angeline McNeill 


St. Luke’s Hospital. Richard Walker Boll- 
ing Memorial Library 

421 West 113th Street 

New York 25, New York 

Miss Hildegarde Lemcke 


St. Margaret Hospital Memorial Medical 
Library 

25 Douglas Street 

Hammond, Indiana 

Miss Marguerite Gima 


St. Michael’s Hospital Medical Library 
306 High Street 

Newark 2, New Jersey 

Mrs. Magdalen Voss 


St. Thomas’s Hospital Medical School 
Library 

Lambeth Palace Road 

London, S. E. 1, England 


Mr. Frederick A. Tubbs 


St. Vincent’s Hospital Medical Library 
Eleventh Street and Seventh Avenue 
New York 11, New York 

Mrs. Gertrude M. Gilmore 
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Samaritan Hospital Medical Library 
Burdett and People’s Avenue 

Troy, New York 

Dr. G. H. Klinck, Jr. 


San Diego County Medical Society Library 
1410 Medico-Dental Building 

San Diego 1, California 

Mrs. Helena V. Ellerman 


San Francisco College of Physicians and 
Surgeons Dental School 

See: College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Dental Library 


San Juan Tropical Medical School 
See: University of Puerto Rico School of 
Tropical Medicine Library 


Santa Barbara County Medical Society 
Library 

300 West Pueblo Street 

Santa Barbara, California 


Mrs. A. N. Barrons 


Schering Corporation Library 
2 Broad Street 

Bloomfield, New Jersey 

Miss Gertrude Horndler 


Scripps Metabolic Clinic Library 
476 Prospect Street 

La Jolla, California 

Dr. Eaton M. MacKay 


Sedgwick County Medical Society Library 
Schweiter Building 

Wichita 2, Kansas 

Miss La Dona Hilyard Schumaker 


Sheppard Library 
See: Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 


Sinai Hospital Staff Library 

Monument Street and Rutland Avenue 
Baltimore 5, Maryland 

Miss Helen Wheeler 
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Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Re- 
search 

See: Memorial Hospital for Treatment of 
Cancer and Allied Diseases 


Smith, Kline and French Laboratories Medi- 
cal Library 

1530 Spring Garden St. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Miss Helen M. Wright 


South Bend Medical Inc., 
Library 

531 North Main Street 

South Bend 1, Indiana 


Miss C. Ann Fontaine 


Foundation, 


South Carolina State Medical College 
See: Medical College of State of South 
Carolina (Library) 


Spokane Medical Library 

280-B Paulsen Medical-Dental Building 
Spokane 8, Washington 

Miss Marjorie Weber 


Sprafka Memorial Medical Library. 
See: Hospital of St. Anthony de Padua 


Sprigg Memorial Library 
See: Doctors Hospital (Washington, D. C.) 


Squibb, E. R. & Sons Library 
25 Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn 2, New York 

Miss Winifred Sewell 


Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. 
Medical Department Library 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

Room 2400 

New York 20, New York 

Mrs. Avis Price 


Stanford University. Lane Medical Library 
Sacramento and Webster Streets 

San Francisco 15, California 

Miss Clara S. Manson 
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State Association of Texas Library 
See: State Medical Association of Texas 
Library 


State Medical Association of Texas Library 
700 Guadalope Street 

Austin, Texas 

Mrs. Estelle Parnell 


State University of Iowa College of Medicine 
Library 

Medical Laboratories Building 

Iowa City, Iowa 

Miss Nina Frohwein 


Stealy Clinic Library 
See: Rees-Stealy Clinic Library 


Steiner Library 
See: Hartford Medical Society Library 


Street Clinic Library 
Crawford and Monroe Streets 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

Mrs. Frances M. Betts 


Syracuse University College of Medicine 
Library 

765 Irving Avenue 

Syracuse 10, New York 

Miss Ruth Bielby 


Taunton State Hospital Library 
Box 151 

Taunton, Massachusetts 

Miss Mildred D. Hayes 


Temple University Schools of Dentistry 
and Pharmacy Library 

3223 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania 

Miss Charlotte E. Coffman 


Temple University School of Medicine 
Library 

Broad and Ontario Streets 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Miss Ruth E. Yarger 
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Toledo Medical Library Association 
Monroe at Fifteenth Street 

Toledo 2, Ohio 

Miss Mary E. Backer 


Toronto Academy of Medicine 
See: Academy of Medicine Library 


Treadwell Library. 
See: Massachusetts General Hospital 


Truesdale Hospital. Ida S, Charleton Medical 
Library 

1820 Highland Avenue 

Fall River, Massachusetts 

Mrs. Mildred M. Knowlton 


Tufts College Medical and Dental School 
Library 

416 Huntington Avenue 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Miss Sara E. Blake 


Tulane University School of Medicine. Ru- 
dolph Matas Medical Library 

1430 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Miss Mary Louise Marshall 


Tulsa County Medical Library 
1203 Medical Arts Building 
Tulsa 3, Oklahoma 

Miss Irma A. Beehler 


United States Library of Congress 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Mr. Luther H. Evans 


U. S. Naval Hospital 

Medical Library 

St. Albans 12, Long Island, New York 
Miss Jean E. Foulke, Librarian 


U. S. Naval Medical Research Institute 
Library 

National Naval Medical Center 

Bethesda 14, Maryland 

Mrs. Mabel B. Clark, Librarian 
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U. S. Naval Medical School Library 
National Naval Medical Center 
Bethesda 14, Md. 

Miss Ruth E. Rodier, Librarian 


United States Public Health Service, Com- 
municable Diseases Center Library 

291 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Miss Nelle Barmore 


United States School of Aviation Medicine 
Library 

Naval Air Training Bases 

Pensacola, Florida 

Miss Olga B. White 


United States Surgeon General’s Office 
Library 
See: Army Medical Library 


U. S. V. A.—Arkansas 

Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
Library 

Little Rock, Arkansas 


Miss Jessie W. Williams 


U.S. V. A.—Illinois 

Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
and Technical Library 

Medical Library Building *9 

Hines, Illinois 

Miss Winifred Roome 

% Miss Eller, chief librarian 


U.S. V. A.—Illinois 

Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
Library 

Downey, Illinois 

Mrs. Geneva Hall Flinn 


U. S. V. A.—Kansas 

Veterans Administration Center Library 
Wadsworth, Kansas 

Miss Helen E. Hilton 


U. S. V. A.—Massachusetts 

Cushing Veterans Administration Hospital 
Library 

Framingham, Massachusetts 


Miss Elizabeth M. Howard 
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U. S. V. A.—Massachusetts 

United States Veterans 
Hospital 

West Roxbury, Massachusetts 

Miss Grace Cramer 


Administration 


U. S. V. A.—Massachusetts 
Veterans Administration Library 
Northampton, Massachusetts 
Miss Adelaide M. Lohr 


U. S. V. A.—Missouri 

Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
Library 

Jefferson Barracks 23, Missouri 

Mrs. Alice B. Lemire 


U. S. V. A.—New York 

Halloran Veterans Administration Hospital 
Library 

Staten Island, New York 

Miss Ruth C. Sells 


U. S. V. A.—Wash., D. C. 

Veterans Administration Special Services 
Medical Library 

Vermont Avenue and H Street, Northwest 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Miss Mabel McLaughlin 


U. S. V. A.—Wisconsin 

Veterans Administration Center. 
and Technical Library 

Wood, Wisconsin 

Miss Jeanette Huston 


Medical 


University of Louisville and Jefferson County 
Medical Society 

See: Jefferson County and University of 
Louisville Medical Library 


Universidad de la Habana Escuela de 
Medicina Biblioteca 

Habana, Cuba 

Dr. Rodolphe Perez de los Reyes 


Universite Laval Bibliotheque Medicale 
Quebec, P. O., Canada 
Mr. Pierre Jobin 
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University of Alberta Main Library 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Miss Blanche Giffen 


University of Arkansas School of Medicine 
Library 

1209 McAlmont Street 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Mrs. Elizabeth Richardson 


University of Buffalo School of Medicine 
Library 

24 High Street 

Buffalo 3, New York 

Miss Jessamine Nagel 

University of California Medical Center 
Library 

3rd and Parnassus Avenue 

San Francisco 22, California 

Dr. Mayo H. Soley 


University of California, Los Angeles. Bio- 
medical Library 

Los Angeles 24, California 

Miss Louise Darling 


University of Chicago Bio-Medical Libraries 
Culver Hall 

Chicago 5, Illinois 

Miss Gertrude Minsk 


University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Library 

Eden and Bethesda Avenues 

Cincinnati 19, Ohio 

Mrs. Carmenina Tomassini 


University of Detroit School of Dentistry 
Library 

630 East Jefferson Avenue 

Detroit 26, Michigan 

Miss Mary Edmund 


University of Georgia School of Medicine 
Library 

Augusta, Georgia 

Miss Janie Turner 
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University of Illinois. Library of Medical 
Sciences 

1853 West Polk Street 

Chicago 12, Illinois 

Miss Wilma Troxel 


University of Kansas School of Medicine 
Library 

Thirtieth and Hudson Road 

Kansas City, Kansas 

Miss Opal Woodruff 


Univers.ty of Louisville, School of Dentistry 
Library 

129 East Broadway 

Louisville 2, Kentucky 

Miss Margaret Lavin 


University of Manitoba Faculty of Medicine 
Library 

Bannatyne Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Miss Ruth D. Monk 


University of Maryland Library of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmacy 

Lombard and Greene Streets 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Mrs. Breed Robinson 


University of Michigan Medical School 
Library 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Miss Sue Biethan 


University of Minnesota Library 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
Mr. James M. Kingsley, Jr., Librarian 


University of Mississippi. Rowland Medical 
Library 

University, Mississippi 

Miss Irene Holloway 


University of Missouri Medical Library 
Columbia, Missouri 


Miss Jane Yadon 
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University of Nebraska College of Medicine 
Library 

42nd Street and Dewey Avenue 

Omaha 5, Nebraska 

Miss Bernice M. Hetzner 


University of North Carolina Medical 
Library 

Chapel Hill, Drawer 1020 

North Carolina 


Miss Annie Pickard 


University of Oklahoma School of Medicine 
Library 

801 Northeast Thirteenth Street 

Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 

Miss Lilah B. Heck 


University of Oregon Dental Library 
809 Northeast Sixth Avenue 
Portland 14, Oregon 

Mr. Thomas H. Cahalan 


University of Oregon Medical School Library 
3181 Southwest Marquam Hill Road 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Miss Bertha B. Hallam 


University of Ottawa Library of Faculty of 
Medicine 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

Rev. Auguste M. Morissat, O.M.I. 


University of Pennsylvania Medical School 
Library 

36th and Pine Streets 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Miss Frances R. Houston 


University of Pennsylvania School of Den- 
tistry 
See: Evans Dental Institute 


University of Pittsburgh School of Dentistry 
Library 

Thackeray and O’Hara Streets 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Miss Alice M. McCann 
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University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
Library 

Parkman and O’Hara Streets 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Miss Alice M. McCann 


University of Pittsburgh Hospitals. Pres- 
byterian and Woman’s Units Staff 
Library 

230 Lothrop Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Miss Martha R. Neville 


University of Puerto Rico School of Tropical 
Medicine Library 

Avenue Ponce de Leon 

San Juan 22, Puerto Rico 


University of Rochester School of Medicine 
and Dentistry Library 

260 Crittenden Boulevard 

Rochester 7, New York 

Miss Mildred E. Walter 


University of South Dakota Library 
Vermilion, South Dakota 
Miss Cornelia Van Natten 


University of Southern California School of 
Medicine Library 

3 Bridge Hall 

Los Angeles 7, California 

Mrs. Vilma Proctor Jacobs 


University of Tennessee College of Medicine 
Library 

874 Union Avenue 

Memphis 3, Tennessee 

Miss Emily H. McCurdy 


University of Texas School of Dentistry 
Library 

1018 Blodgett Avenue 

Houston 4, Texas 

Miss Florence Irene Shomshor 


University of Texas School of Medicine 
Library 

Strand bet. Ninth and Tenth Streets 

Galveston, Texas 

Miss Elisabeth D. Runge 
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University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School Library 

2106 Oak Lawn 

Dallas 4, Texas 

Mrs. Violet M. Baird 


University of Toronto, Connaught Medical 
Research Laboratories, Library 

150 College Street 

Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 

Miss Ruth M. Briggs 


University of Toronto Dental Library 

230 College Street 

Toronto, 2-B, Ontario, Canada 

Miss Eileen M. Bradley, Assistant Librarian 


University of Toronto Library. Medical 
Reading Room 

Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 

Mr. W. S. Wallace 


University of Utah Medical Library 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah. 
Miss Isabelle T. Anderson 


University of Vermont College of Medicine 
Library 

Burlington, Vermont 

Miss Elizabeth G. Chamberlin 


University of Virginia Medical Library 
University Station 

Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Miss Mable C. Wyllie, Librarian 


University of Washington School of Medi- 
cine Library 

Seattle 5, Washington 

Mr. Alderson Fry 


University of Western Ontario Faculty of 
Medicine Library 

See: University of Western Ontario Medical 
School Library 


University of Western Ontario Medical 
School Library 

Ottaway Avenue 

London, Ontario, Canada 

Miss Ethel Sullivan 
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University of Wisconsin Medical School 
Library 

428 North Charter Street 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 


Miss Helen Crawford 


Upjohn Company Library 
P. O. Box 271 

Kalamazoo 99, Michigan 
Miss Alberta L. Brown 


Utica Academy of Medicine Library 
318 Genessee Street 

Utica 4, New York 

Mrs. T. D. Watkins 


Vancouver Medical Association Library 
925 West Georgia St. 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
Mrs. Constance Craig 


Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Library 

21st Avenue South and Edgehill 

Nashville 4, Tennessee 

Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham 


Victor Parsonnet Memorial Library 
See: Newark Beth Israel Hospital 


Victoria Medical Society Library 
Royal Jubilee Hospital 

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 
Mrs. Edith Gould 


Walter R. Steiner Medical Library 
See: Hartford Medical Society 


Washington University School of Dentistry 
Library 

4559 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Mrs. Harriet Steuernagel 


Washington University School of Medicine 
Library 

4580 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Miss Marion A. Murphy 
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Wayne University College of Medicine 
Library 

645 Mullett Street 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Miss Marjorie J. Darrach 


Welch Medical Library 
See: Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 


Wellcome Historical Medical Museum 
183-193 Euston Road 

London, N. W. 1, England 

Mr. William J. Bishop 


Wellcome Research Laboratories Library 
Tuckahoe 7, New York 
Miss Mary Bonnar 


West China Union University College of 
Medicine cand Dentistry Library 

Chengtu, Szechwan, China 

Dr. Leslie G. Kilborn, Director 


Western Reserve University Medical School 
Library 

2109 Adelbert Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Mr. David A. Kronik 


Wheeler Library 
See: Institute of Ophthalmology 


White Memorial Medical Library 
See: College of Medical Evangelists 


Willard Parker Hospital. William Ropes 
May Memorial Library 

Foot of East Fifteenth Street 

New York 9, New York 

Mrs. Jennie M. Williams 


William Hallock Park Laboratory 
See: Public Health Research Institute of the 
City of New York, Inc., Library 


William Henry Welch Medical Library 
See: Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 


William Mercer Sprigg Memorial Library 
See: Doctors Hospital 
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William Ropes May Memorial Library 
See: Willard Parker Hospital 


Willis F. Pierce Memorial Hospital Library 
Foochow, Fukien, China 
Dr. Bruce W. Jarvis, Chief of Staff 


Wilson Memorial Hospital 
See: Charles S. Wilson Memorial Hospital 


Winnebago County Medical Library 
205 South Court Street 

Rockford, Illinois 

Miss Fritizi F. Berne 


Winter Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Topeka, Kansas 

Miss Ann Perry 


Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania 
Library 

Henry Avenue and Abbottford Road 

East Falls, Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania 

Miss Ida J. Draeger 


Worcester Medical Library 
57 Cedar Street 

Worcester 2, Massachusetts 
Dr. John M. Fallon 


Worcester State Hospital Medical Library 
Worcester 4, Massachusetts 
Dr. George L. Banay 


World Health Organization Library 
Palais des Nations 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Miss Ethel Wigmore 


Yale University Medical Library 
333 Cedar Street 

New Haven 11, Connecticut 

Mr Fred G. Kilgour 


Youngstown Hospital Association Staff 
Library 

Francis Street and Oak Hill 

Youngstown 1, Ohio 


Dr. S. Klatman, Chairman of Library 





Editorials 








MEDICAL LIBRARY CATALOGING; A GUEST EDITORIAL 


The big cataloging problem in all libraries, including medical libraries, is 
that of properly organizing-for-use the ever increasing production of print, near- 
print, and print-substitute materials. Means are needed which will eliminate 
the endless duplication of cataloging efforts, which will protect the time and 
energy of medical library personnel for public service, and which will make 
possible a more adequate return on library investments in personnel and time, 
both of which have a money value. 

To assist in the resolution of this problem three specific items are suggested. 
They are by no means equal in size and to make their assimilation easier the 
least complicated is presented first. 

There is need for an elementary guide on medical library organization and 
management, designed for use by persons without medical library experience 
(and sometimes by persons without any medical or library experience). This 
booklet should present pertinent information in a simple, constructive, brief 
fashion. 

The second cataloging need of medical libraries is an up-to-date list of med- 
ical subject headings; a list designed for use in cataloging, rather than in in- 
dexing, and kept up-to-date by periodic supplements. 

Finally there is a problem which is so large it has frightened librarians for 
years: Centralized cataloging, promptly done, acceptable “as is’ for local 
library use, and with simple card distribution procedures. 

Prior to effective centralization of cataloging a number of studies are re- 
quired in order that the principles of cataloging and classification may be re- 
stated in relation to present day needs and conditions. The necessity of basic 
studies has been quite generally recognized, although there has been little 
accomplished beyond recognizing the need. 

During 1949 the Executive Board of the ALA Division of Cataloging and 
Classification has been concentrating on this problem. Early in 1950 it will issue 
a report covering proposals for the organization of a committee or board which 
will undertake to get the needed studies made. The report may include names 
of persons who are qualified to work on such an assignment and who are rep- 
resentative of various types and sizes of libraries; a list of specific problems to 
be studied, indicating those of greatest urgency; and an estimate of the finan- 
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cial support required. It is probable that the DCC report will include a study 
outline for at least one of the listed problems in order to make clearer the scope 
of the proposals and to enlist professional and financial interest in them. 
Medical librarians and catalogers will be called on to state their special 
needs, to make suggestions, and to criticize constructively proposals in process 
of being developed. Through cooperative efforts librarians can tackle the overall 
problem by working away at the smaller problems which compose the whole. 
The goal will not be easily attained, but it will be well worth our concerted 


efforts. 
M. Ruta MacDonaLp 


AN ELECTRONIC COMPOSING MACHINE 


For some years now we have been hearing about new and revolutionary 
machines which were to print directly from the typewriter. Indeed, we have 
seen partial developments along these lines already: the electric typewriter, 
which types more evenly than the most expert stenographer, the self-justifying 
typewriter, which sets the lines flush with the margins, and the book-face 
typewriter, whose type resembles that of print. 

Now, however, we have word of a new machine, which not only does all 
this, but which also produces plates for printing simultaneously. Developed 
by Vannevar Bush, formerly head of the OSRD and author of Science, the End- 
less Frontier, and Wm. W. Garth, Jr. from the original work of two French 
telephone engineers, R. A. Higonnet and Louis Moyroud, the Lumitype ma- 
chine was originally designed to speed up the printing of government bulletins. 
It has been hailed as the first major development in printing in 75 years. 

The Lumitype uses a typewriter keyboard, produces a photographic film for 
printing plates, and has arrangements for corrections as well as justification 
of lines. When a line is completed, the letters are electronically transmitted 
in code and are photographed from a rapidly revolving disk—all of this on 
much the same theoretical basis as the Bush microfilm selector. Even later 
corrections can be made by. cutting out an incorrect line and “stripping in” 
the corrected one. 

What will be the effect of this machine on libraries? It would be a courageous 
editor with a strong liking for ends of limbs who would dare to hazard a pre- 
diction. There are several possibilities, however: It might again reduce the 
cost of printing, which in turn could flood our libraries with cheaper books, 
possibly put out in editions of very limited numbers. Pamphlets could be 
turned out at a great rate for a small cost. As a result the problems of biblio- 
graphical control might well increase geometrically, in a form of Malthusianism. 
On the other hand, the Lumitype might well help to solve some of the very prob- 
lems it raises. One of the lengthiest operations connected with producing an 
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index to the literature is proofreading copy. Any method which does away 
with this necessary but time-consuming job would certainly aid materially in 
getting indexes out on time. The Lumitype, using a photographic process, 
promises to do just this. 

Libraries have seen other advances hailed as revolutionary ones recently: 
photostats, microfilms, microcards, sorting devices of many kinds, both hand 
operated and electronically controlled. Will the Lumitype overturn library ad- 
ministration, or will it become merely another adjunct on the periphery of 
the core of our modern library—the bookstack? Time alone will tell. 





Association News 





1950 CONVENTION 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Monday, June 19. 


Tuesday, June 20. 
Morning. 


Afternoon. 


Wednesday, Junef21. 
Morning. 


Afternoon. 


Evening. 


Boston, June 19-June 22 
Preliminary Program 
Headquarters: Hotel Kenmore 


Conducted visits to the Harvard libraries and the new 
library of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge, the Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy, Massachusetts General Hospital 
and the Ether Dome. Lunch at the Harvard Faculty 
Club. 
Boston Medical Library. 
Opening exercises. 
Presidential address. 
Address by Mr. William J. Bishop, Librarian of the Well- 
come Historical Medical Library, London. ‘Medical li- 
braries and librarianship in Great Britain.” 
Business session. 
Administrative reports. 
Professional meeting. 
Symposium on historical source material in medical li- 
braries. 
Hotel Kenmore. 
Medical Library Association activities. 
Certification and standards. Library education. 
Personnel and placement. 
Library service activities. 
Exchange, periodicals and serials, committees on pub- 
lications, etc. 
Lunch at hotel. 
National and international activities. 
Small group meetings. 
Banquet. 
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Thursday, June 22. 
Morning. 


Afternoon. 


ASSOCIATION NEWS 


Business meeting. 

Report of committees. 

Election of officers. 

Revision of the constitution and by-laws. 
Lunch, Hotel Kenmore. 

Large group meeting. 





News Items 


CESSATION OF INDEX-CATALOGUE 
ENLARGEMENT OF CURRENT LIST 


The Army Medical Library has decided to bring the Index-Catalogue to a 
close. Following publication of the volume currently in preparation, the Li- 
brary plans to publish a volume or volumes which will make the record of its 
monographic holdings complete up to the mid-century mark; and, beyond that, 
to publish selectively the most useful portion of the vast backlog of over 1,750,- 
000 yet unpublished references which have accumulated over the years. 

At the same time, the Library’s Current List of Medical Literature will be 
augmented and improved in such a manner as will provide more effective 
service. An author index will be added, a standard list of journals to be covered 
regularly will be introduced, classification by broad journal groupings will be 
abandoned, the format and frequency of publication may be altered, and a 
cumulative subject index will be provided. 

Provision for a continuing record of the Library’s monographic holdings 
has been assured in the form of an annual supplement to the Library of Congress 
Catalog of Printed Cards. 

“The Index-Catalogue was planned in the mid-19th century. Medical research 
and the publication resulting from that research had an altogether different 
character from that of the mid-20th century. New fields have opened; millions 
of dollars have been poured into organized medical research, and as a con- 
sequence the literature has increased explosively. This greatly increased pub- 
lication has had to be forced into a device which was intrinsically non-current; 
the alphabetical sequence of publication made it necessary to defer publication 
of many entries until 20 years or more had elapsed, thus greatly diminishing 
the social utility of the work,” according to Major Frank B. Rogers. 

The Army Medical Library has decided that its work must be much more 
closely integrated with current medical research. It is and will continue to be a 
center of historical research in the medical sciences, but it cannot justify its 
existence by attempting to continue a form of publication which is no longer 
practicable. 


CONTINUATION OF QUARTERLY CUMULATIVE INDEX MEDICUS 


It has been announced that the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus will 
continue to be published until another index better than the present one is 
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developed by some group. The QCIM plans to publish current issues forth- 
with, and fill in the gap between the last published volume (January—June 
1948) and the present gradually. 


MEETING OF WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


New York City has been chosen for the next meeting of the World Medical 
Association. The meeting will take place during the second week in October, 
1950. 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIPS 


Funds from the Rockefeller Foundation for travel and study in the United 
States have been awarded again this year to three Latin American medical 
librarians. Ileana Johannsen Oehrens left a position as librarian of the Escuela 
de Salubridad, Universidad de Chile, to visit North American medical libraries. 
Her sister, Erica Johannsen Oehrens, also from Santiago de Chile, has worked 
in the library of the Escuela de Salubridad where she assisted the Director in 
preparing a comprehensive bibliography of medical literature published in 
Chile. Her most recent position was that of librarian of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America. 

Of Danish descent, the sisters speak English, Spanish, German, and French 
fluently. On their return to Santiago they will join in the work of developing 
medical librarianship in Santiago and re-establishing the library of the Faculty 
of Medicine recently destroyed by fire. 

The Johannsens arrived in New Orleans in August. They attended an orienta- 
tion course at Louisiana State University, and worked at the Rudolph Matas 
Library with Miss Mary Louise Marshall until December. After a course in 
“Non-Book Materials” at the Peabody School of Library Science and work 
in the Vanderbilt Medical Library, they will visit medical libraries in the East 
and Middle West, planning their itinerary to attend the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation meeting in Boston. If possible they plan to matriculate for the course 
on medical librarianship to be given at Columbia University. 

Juan Carlos Secondi has completed several years of study toward a degree 
in medicine at the Universitities of Buenos Aires and Montevideo and is a 
graduate of the School of Library Science at the University of Montevideo. 
He began library work in 1938 in the popular library “Mariano Moreno” in 
Bernal, near Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was appointed Under-Secretary of 
the Directive Board the next year, in 1940 became Executive-Secretary of the 
library and served in this capacity for 6 years. In a great degree due to his 
initiative and interest, the number of volumes doubled and there were 5 times 
as many readers in the library during this period. He was largely responsible 
for organizing the library’s Bulletin “Mas Libros” (More Books.) This library 
has now become an important cultural and educational factor in the life of 
the 120,000 inhabitants of Bernal. 
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He is the author of several papers on library service and, in collaboration 
with his wife, wrote a treatise on the organization of a children’s library at the 
Institute of Pediatrics of “Pereyra Rossell” hospital in Montevideo. Mrs. 
Secondi is accompanying her husband during his year in the United States. 
His itinerary includes Nashville, Chicago, Cleveland, Washington, Baltimore, 
New York, and New Haven. He will also attend the Medical Library Associa- 
tion’s Boston meeting, and has matriculated at Columbia University’s School 
of Library Service for the medical librarian’s course to be given during the 
summer session. 

On his return to Montevideo, Mr. Secondi plans to take an active part in the 
coordination and development of medical libraries and training for medical 
librarianship in his country. 


COOPERATIVE CATALOGING ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Army Medical Library has entered into a new cooperative cataloging 
agreement with the Library of Congress which is radically different from the 
former cooperative arrangements. Under the new plan the Library, using its 
simplified cataloging rules, will prepare a multilith mat for each title cataloged 
or recataloged without Library of Congress printed cards. Mats representing 
non-medical titles will be duplicated only for use in AML catalogs and in the 


National Union Catalog. 

Mats representing medical titles, numbered in serial order, will be dupli- 
cated by the Library of Congress for outside distribution through its Card 
Division. It is estimated that there will be a minimum of 10,000 such cards 
for 1950. The entire series will be available on subscription at $100. Selected 
cards from the series will not be available. Subscriptions should be addressed 
to the Card Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 


DR. FULTON GIVES FIRST CLENDENING LECTURES 


On November 15, 1949, Dr. John F. Fulton, Sterling Professor of Physiology 
at Yale University, gave the initial lectures of the Clendening Lectureship on 
the History and Philosophy of Medicine, which has been established at the 
University of Kansas School of Medicine. The subjects of his lectures were 
“Vesalius Four Centuries Later” and “English Medicine in the Eighteenth 
Century.” The lectureship was established in memory of the late Dr. Logan 
Clendening. 


MEDICAL DICTIONARIES 


Dr. Yoshio Kusama, Professor of Preventive Medicine at Keijo University, 
Tokyo, has compiled the English-Japanese Concise Medical Dictionary (Tokyo, 
1948). Although it is pocket size, it is still reasonably comprehensive and very 
useful. 
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An English-Finnish medical dictionary is being compiled by Dr. Kunsisto, 
one of the Finnish representatives at the World Health Organization. 

Still in a pre-publication state is an English-Polish and Polish-English medical 
dictionary compiled by Dr. W. F. Kalisz of Chicago. 


WHAT BOOKS ARE OTHER LIBRARIES PURCHASING? 


Send a copy of your acquisition list, monthly or quarterly, to the Business 
Manager of the BULLETIN and he will be glad to compile statistics that will 
show number purchased, etc. No name and no endorsements will be meant or 
implied by this list. It will be prepared to give you an idea of what libraries 
are adding to their collection. 


OSLER EXHIBIT AT STANFORD LANE MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Dr. Esther Rosencrantz made much of her fine Osler collection available 
to the Stanford-Lane Medical Library for use in its exhibit commemorating 
the Osler centennial. Some of the items exhibited included a picture of Osler’s 
mother on her one hundredth birthday, a mortar and pestle given as a souvenir 
at his farewell dinner in May, 1905, ten editions of A Way of Life, and copies 
of The Principles and Practice of Medicine edited in six different countries. 
These and other memorabilia attracted considerable attention. 


SRA. MARIA JOSE LESSA DA FONSECA 


Upon her return to Brazil, Sra. da Fonseca, Librarian of the Faculdade de 
Medicina da Universidade de Sao Paulo, was interviewed by Correio Paulistano. 
The extensive write-up, which appeared July 24, 1949, contained an account 
of the many libraries and librarians she visited in the United States. 


CHANGES AT ABBOTT LABORATORIES LIBRARY 


Miss Edith Joannes, librarian of Abbott Laboratories since 1925, has re- 
linquished some of her duties there, but will remain on the staff as associate 
librarian. Mr. Walter A. Southern is the new librarian for Abbott. A graduate 
of the library school of the University of Michigan, Mr. Southern was recently 
research librarian of the Dearborn Chemical Company of Chicago. 


MARRIAGE OF MRS. ELLA MOYERS 


Mrs. Ella Moyers, Librarian of the Medical College of Evangelists, Los 
Angeles, California, was married on November 23, 1949 to Mr. Howard Cran- 
dall. Mr. and Mrs. Crandall are living at Wilmington, a suburb of Los Angeles. 





Book Reviews and Journal Notes 


SKINNER, HENRY ALAN Lawson. The Origin of Medical Terms. Baltimore, 

Williams & Wilkins, 1949. 379 p. $7.00. 

This a volume of wider scope than its title discloses. It gives not only the 
origin of words used in medicine but also a great deal of historical and biog- 
raphical data in connection with their first occurrence, with the first employ- 
ment of methods and instruments, with the first performance of operations. 
Actually the book is a brief historical encyclopedia of the contributions to our 
knowledge of the medical sciences from the beginning down to the present— 
almost, for it stops short of atomic fission but includes penicillin. 

The avowed purpose is to furnish a general reference book of standard medi- 
cal terms to medical students and those interested in medical terminology. It 
includes in its coverage not only medicine but especially the basic sciences: 
anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, and pathology, with generous inclusion of 
terms from botany, general chemistry, physics, and pharmacy, though psy- 
chiatry is sparingly represented. Even words from the lay vocabulary appear 
if they have a connection with medicine, such as heat, metric system, volume, 
mirror, museum. The book seems well fitted to fulfill its aim, containing the 
answers to those multitudinous queries continually arising in the minds of green 
students or of the curious: not only the beginning and changes of word forms, 
but dates and names of individuals responsible for first use, discovery or de- 
scription, often with brief sketches of the development of our knowledge. 
Under Cataract, for instance, several possible derivations are offered and 
discussed, and the history of couching is briefly outlined. Under the names of 
individuals who have added to our knowledge, especially those used eponymi- 
cally, is found a short recital of all their contributions, usually with the date 
of the event. The two Hunters are cited in length proportionate to their ac- 
complishments, and with reference to their important published works, to 
“Hunter’s Canal” and “Hunter’s Gubernaculum.” Outlines are given of the 
history of such things as Acetic acid, Forceps, Microscope, Spectacles, Egyptian 
Medicine. 

Useful tables are furnished for prefixes and suffixes, for the Greek alphabet, 
and for chemical elements and their discoverers. A bibliography of over a 
hundred “principal sources consulted’ lists dictionaries, encyclopedias, and 
histories. This would have been more conveniently arranged if grouped by 
subjects or type of publication, rather than in a single alphabetical file. 
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It is hard to refrain from comparing this volume with two recent publications 
in the same field. Perry Pepper’s Medical Etymology, 1949, and Edmund An- 
drews’ A History of Scientific English, 1947. The former confines itself to giving 
the etymology (sometimes omitting even the present meaning of a term), though 
occasionally dates and names of first users are given. Pepper includes many 
more medical words than Skinner: his total is about 4,000, double Skinner’s 
2,000 (excluding the historical and biographical entries); and when allowance 
is made for the frequent inclusion by Skinner of words not primarily medical, 
the proportion of purely medical terms given by the latter must be well below 
half of those by Pepper. However, even in the strictly medical field, the two 
volumes do not duplicate each other’s material to any large extent: out of the 
first 57 medical terms taken as they come in one or the other, only 33 per cent 
are common to both. 

The other allied volume, Edmund Andrews’ A History of Scientific English, 
1947, is an entirely different type of book, being a thoroughgoing history of the 
language of science, chiefly medical, told in wonderfully readable and graphic 
form. Giving comparatively few specific etymologies, it traces the increments 
to medical English added in the course of history, beginning with the dim out- 
lines of prehistory in the Indo-Aryan tongue down through the Greek, Roman, 
Teuton, Gaul, Celt, Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian, French, and German, to 
modern English. It is a fascinating study of the history of medicine as por- 
trayed in the development of its terminology. 

Comparing Skinner’s information with that furnished by medical diction- 
aries such as Dorland’s American Illustrated Medical Dictionary, 21st edition, 
1947, and Blakiston’s New Gould Medical Dictionary, 1st edition, 1949, we find 
that it covers something like one tenth of the primary medical terms they do 
(omitting derivatives). For biographical entries, Skinner and Dorland give 
about the same number, whereas Gould offers nearly three times as many. 
However, Skinner supplies on the whole much more data for each entry than 
either of the dictionaries, though the latter often mention facts omitted by 
Skinner. As for historical data, apart from the biographies, Skinner furnishes a 
great deal, dates and names of discoverers and furtherers of knowledge with a 
brief outline of development, while the two dictionaries almost uniformly omit 
this type of information. 

However, the historical information given is necessarily short and it seems 
not always well chosen. Under Ergot, for instance, the statement is made that 
it “is said to have been first used in obstetrics to produce contraction of uterine 
muscles by Paulitzky in 1787.” The “‘is said to be” is face-saving, but it does 
not alter the fact that reference to an easily accessible article on the history 
of ergot by Herbert Thoms (American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 1931, 
22: 418-23) would have disclosed the information that Camerarius is quoted as 
writing in 1688 of the use of ergot to accelerate parturition; that Parmentier 
in 1774 mentions in a letter that powdered ergot is used in slow labor; that 
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Desgranges of Lyons in 1777 published observations on the use of spurred rye in 
lingering labor. Further, no outline of the history of ergot, short or long, 
should fail to make reference to the definitive introduction of ergot into modern 
obstetrics by John Stearns through his article in the Medical Repository of 
1807. 
In the matter of eponymic terms, the number in Dorland is superior to that 
in Skinner, the former making 40 such entries where Skinner makes only 6. 
For the purpose intended, a reference source for etymologies, for ‘‘first”’ 
facts, and for brief histories of contributions to medicine and its allied fields, 
Skinner’s Origin of Medical Terms is good, gathering together a great deal 
of the elusive, specific data which newcomers to the medical field or work- 
ers in its history often want, and saving them many a long search. The volume 
lays no claim to comprehensiveness but is frankly selective, primarily furnish- 
ing data in those fields which are presented earliest to the medical student. 
JANET DoE 


SPILMAN, MIGNONETTE, PHD. Medical Latin and Greek. 2d ed. 139pp. Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, Edwards Bros., Inc., 1949. $3.25. 
This work appeared first in 1941 and the present second edition has been 
thoroughly revised. It is lithoprinted on typewriter size paper and is bound in 


cardboard, all of which help to keep the price low. 

The contents are divided into two sections, one devoted to Latin and one 
to Greek. This makes for confusion in as much as many words included in the 
Latin vocabulary are primarily of Greek derivation; for example brachium, 
camera, caduceus, and discus. Also, this arrangement makes it difficult to look 
up a given word, and further difficulty is added by the listing under “k” of 
many words which today are spelled with a “‘c’’, such as kardia, klinic and karo- 
tid. 

It is a very accurate and useful volume, especially as a textbook for a course 
in scientific terminology. No previous Latin or Greek is necessary and the 
author has wisely avoided the use of Greek letters and script. On the other 
hand, it is not a good reference book, nor is it perhaps intended to be one. In 
the Introduction, for example, it is correctly stated, ‘“‘Paregoric, for instance, 
takes one to a Greek public square where a man could address an assembly.” 
This does not tell the reader why the name of this soothing medicine was so 
derived. The author, a Professor of Classics, of course knows that the Greek 
term for such oratory applied especially to soothing rather than inflammatory 
speeches, but the student can scarcely guess this. In this respect the book 
lacks color and interest. 

It is an excellent publication for students preparing to embark on a scien- 
tific career. 

O. H. Perry Pepper, M.D. 
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DRAKE, DANIEL. Pioneer life in Kentucky; edited by Emmet Field Horine, M.D. 

New York, Henry Schuman, 1949. 257p. $4.00. 

This new edition of Dr. Daniel Drake’s classic on the every-day life of 
the pioneer in the American frontier in the late eighteenth century, will be 
welcomed not only as a Drake item in medical libraries, but should interest 
all Americans as source material in national history. The two previous edi- 
tions, one in 1870, and a reprint in 1907 have long been “rare” thus limiting 
the use of textual material which might with profit appear on all American 
history reading lists for this period. The concept of history, not as a record of 
battles, rulers and dates, but rather as based on the social life of the people, 
is here exemplified. 

In 1847, Dr. Drake, complying with the insistence of his children, wrote 
within ten days this series of intimate ‘“‘reminiscential” letters about his own 
early life up to the time when he began the study of medicine at the age of 15, 
under the tutelage of Dr. William Goforth in Cincinnati. The letters describe 
the emigration of his family from the East coast in a “Jersey wagon” to the 
present site of Pittsburgh. Here they joined other travelers and in a flotilla of 
flat boats came down successive Rivers to Limestone, Kentucky. He describes 
the difficulties of the first year, clearing the land, building the log cabin, scarcity 
of food both in quality and variety, fear of marauding bands of Indians, cloth- 
ing, church and school life, sickness and homesickness. Written without thought 
of publication, there is a complete lack of self-consciousness which makes for 
sincerity, warmth and effectiveness. 

This edition has the added advantage of the authoritative editorship of 
Dr. Emmet Field Horine, who is just completing a definitive life of Daniel 
Drake. Interestingly enough, in comparing the manuscript letters which are 
in the Library of the Cincinnati General Hospital, with the 1870 edition which 
had been prepared by Dr. Drake’s son, Charles D. Drake, Dr. Horine discov- 
ered that entire sentences and even paragraphs had been omitted in the first 
publication of the letters. These omissions have been remedied in the present 
edition along with copious notes, short biographies and portraits of the per- 
sons to whom the letters are addressed. 

The many Americans whose ancestors took part in this great migration 
into the “Interior Valley of North America” should look upon this volume 
as a vicarious family document, actual source material in American history. 

Mary LovuIsE MARSHALL 


SHREwsBURY, J. F. D A Bacteriologist’s Approach to History. University of 
Birmingham Historical Journal. 1: 323-349, 1948. 
The Bacteriologist can seldom claim to be a Historian, because he usually lacks the 


essential training that makes the Historian. He alone, however, can supply informa- 
tion that is requisite for the proper study of History; the information about the bio- 
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logical characters of the microscopic parasites of man, and about the factors that deter- 
mine their parasitic relationships and govern their transmission, without which the 
Historian cannot present an accurate exposition of History, because he cannot evaluate 
the effect of one of the cardinal factors of History—the influence that the impact of 
particular epidemic diseases has had upon ancient societies. Only the Historian can 
paint the picture of History, but the picture will be incomplete without the detail 
supplied by the Bacteriologist. That is his approach to History; to supply an essential 
detail. 


Bacteriologist Shrewsbury may not claim to be a historian but his delight- 
ful and scholarly article constitutes very good evidence that, should he so 
claim, the historians would hardly deny him. Certainly any painter of history 
would be pleased to have ‘‘an essential detail’ for the completion of his picture 
supplied by this particular bacteriologist. 

In an interesting introductory account, the author shows the interrelation- 
ship between civilization and epidemic disease and the latter’s influence upon 
the development of the former. He finds it surprising that under the circum- 
stances so little attention has been paid epidemic disease in the history books. 
“This apparent neglect of a cardinal factor in human affairs,” he says, “is 
unfortunate, because it tends to lead to an unwarranted emphasis upon other 
matters, such as the sayings and doings of autocrats and politicians, legislation, 
and war that crowd the pages of so many of our histories.” 

His criticism, which he specifies as “novitiate”, of non-medical historians 
makes him feel it necessary “‘to interpolate a few examples of the effect that 
outbreaks of epidemic diseases have exhibited upon some particular societies”. 
The result is good reading as well as excellent argument for a bacteriological 
approach to history. Shrewsbury, like Zinsser, has a way with rats and lice 
that adds zest to the reading of history. 

Our Bacteriologist says that bacteriologists can give most help to the his- 
torian in the particular class of diseases ‘‘that owe their transmission to the 
biological carriage of the causal agents by insects. ...” As examples he men- 
tions epidemic plagues and epidemic typhus fever. 

He concludes his article with an analysis of the Plague of Athens. His elucida- 
tion is as fascinating as that of one of our better detectives and his deductions 
equally brilliant. However, for reasons that he withholds as having nothing 
to do with the bacterial approach, he does not accept the villain that his an- 
alysis of the clues has indicated and ends with the admonition that even bac- 
teriology has limitations as a help in the study of history. 

MILDRED JORDAN 


VAN INGEN, Puitip. The New York Academy of Medicine. Its First Hundred 
Years. Number VIII of the History of Medicine Series. 573 pp. New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1949. $10.00. 
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A fitting tribute to the honorable career of the most distinguished medical 
academy in America, the New York Academy of Medicine, is this volume 
covering the years 1847 through 1946. Setting a high standard of medical 
ethics at its foundation meeting, January 6, 1847, the Academy soon became 
a vast influence in standardizing the quality of medical practice in New York, 
and a model for the rest of the country. So keen were its members to reject all 
quackery, that at the first meeting even the exemplary and meticulous Valen- 
tine Mott hesitated to sign the initial charter because he “‘has used with great 
success Morton’s patented anesthetic,” although “assured by Dr. Warren, 
of Boston, that he [Warren] knew the component parts.” Mott signed, but not 
until the matter had been fully discussed. Thus a standard was set, a flag 
seldom to be lowered in the next one hundred years. 

Dr. Van Ingen, pediatrician and historian, has dug deeply into the minute 
books for his source material and a careful compilation, with admirable selec- 
tion, reflects the growth and broad development of the Academy, year by year, 
each chapter outlining the events under the forty presidents from John Stearns 
in 1847 to George Baehr in 1946. The index is excellent. The illustrations of 
the various homes of the Academy and portraits of its presidents, the good 
general summary of the present-day activities of the library, the numerous 
committees and the famous lecture series are commented upon in generous 
detail. This factual, well-organized history should be in every medical library. 

Henry R. Viets, M.D. 


Moak, Frances L. Audio-visual materials in the nursing school library. 

American Journal of Nursing. 49: 356-357, June, 1949. 

Since the educational value of audio-visual material has been recognized, 
the question of responsibility arises. Who should organize and administer the 
collection? 

In order to have an efficient program, it is necessary to eliminate the dif- 
ficulties of acquisition and distribution by placing the program in the hands of 
one department or agency in the nursing school, whether it be the faculty or 
the librarian. Miss Moak believes that the librarian is in an excellent position 
to assume the responsibility of coordinating the various phases of the pro- 
gram. 

She discusses the pitfalls arising from lack of organization, chief among 
them being the inability to have the “right material in the right place at the 
right time”, coupled with the danger of duplication of effort. 

The author makes many useful suggestions for a successful program on the 
basis of her own experience at the Charity Hospital School of Nursing. She 
recommends, among other things, the establishment of definite procedures. 
The material should be classified and cataloged the same as other instruc- 
tional material, and the equipment should be kept in good condition and 
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stored so that it is easily accessible. The librarian should also keep an up-to- 


date file of source material. 


Miss Moak comes to the conclusion that utmost benefit can be derived 
from such a program if the librarian, in cooperation with faculty members and 
administrators, actively stimulates the program and assumes responsibility 
for “selecting, acquiring, circulating and storing the equipment and ma- 


terials’’. 
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